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Duncan Sheard Glass

chartered accountants

Are delighted to sponsor Southport
Dramatic Club’s production:

Tilting
Ground

At DSG we offer intelligent business and
financial advice to the North West region.

For advice - or just a chat - about your
finances, give us a call.

Initial advice - no commitment and no fee.
Contact: Ian Douglas

DSG

Duncan Sheard Glass

Chartered Accountants

45 Hoghton Street
Southport
Merseyside PR9 OPG
Tel: 01704 517333
Fax: 01704 500113

E-mail: southport@dsg.uk.com
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Director’s Notes

Now you are sitting on a beach near Escondido on the Gulf coast
of Mexico. The sound of the sea washes over you, the birds call and
sail from sky to sand. Luxurious, tranquil. How long will it last?

Nancy, Jack and Charles. Three complex people who form an
ever changing triangle under whose feet there is permanently Tilting
Ground.

Guy Hibbert, who wrote our play, afforded us the convincing
substance with which to work. | am grateful.

This play requires a great deal of dedication from the cast, with
thousands of words to learn between them, powerful emotions to
endure and direction from a ‘demanding perfectionist’ (their words).
| believe they could not have given me more. | thank them all.

You will hear Tango music. Did you know originally that this South
American dance was performed by two men armed with blades who
were prepared to kill each other for love?

Why do temperance rules apply back stage? Because in the
course of production the cast would have consumed 120 tots of
whisky, 40 bottles of red wine, 240 bottled lagers and 20 bottles of
Champagne.

Listen as tonight our play unfolds its passion. Be shocked and
moved.

Celia Pope
Director



Full Architect’s services:

- Commercial / Office Premises.
- Restaurants.

- Industrial Units

- Retail Units.

- Shopfitting.

- Interior Design.

- Private Housing.

- Building Surveys.
- Land Surveys.

North House
FOSTER 17 North John Street

ARCHITECTS Liverpool L2 5QY

Tel:0151 236 0234

Fax:0151 2311112

e-mail: mail@craigfosterarchitect.co.uk

Supplying the complete
range of legal
services

01704 872156
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Guy Hibbert, the author of our play this evening, started work in the
theatre as a stagehand, moved on to become a touring stage manager before
deciding to turn his hand to writing plays for both the theatre and television.
This decision proved to be fortuitous and extremely successful as his list of
writings (far too numerous to include in total) would portray.

His first play Jetty was written and performed at the Oxford Playhouse in
1978. On The Edge starring Barbara Jefford and Phyllis Logan appeared at
the Hampstead Theatre, London in 1985 and received the John Whiting Award
in 1986. Tilting Ground was first produced in 1996 at Swanage.

It was, however, towards television, both the BBC and ITV, that his
interests turned and since 1989, he has constantly been writing top quality
dramas, plays and documentaries, receiving innumerable awards and
nominations for his work. Aimee starring Donald Sumpter and Juliet
Stevenson was nominated as Best Drama in 1991 by the Royal Television
Society and Writers’ Guild and also received the Prix SACD award for Best
screenplay at the Cannes Television Festival in 1992. The BBC2 play Bad Girl
received the Prix UNDA for best drama and Nymphe D’Argent for best screen
play at the Monte-Carlo Television Festival in 1993.

Guy Hibbert has also written individual episodes of some famous
television series, including Prime Suspect, starring Helen Mirren:; The Ruth
Rendell Mysteries and Nice Town. Many well-known actors and actresses have
appeared in his screenplays such as Kenneth Cranham, John Hurt, Linus
Roache Sheila Hancock and Paul McGann.

Future films of his are to be broadcast on BBC1 in March 2004 and
Channel 4 in May 2004. He has currently been commissioned by Granada
Television to write the screenplay for a film about the war in Sierra Leone.
Although a very busy person, he has been most helpful and approachable and
has sent his personal good wishes to the director and cast of the Southport
Dramatic Club’s production of his play.



Residential_ Home

6-8 Latham Road,
Southport,
Merseyside PR9 0JA
Tel: 01704 530440

Fax: 01704 549995
Email: Petercleach@lineone.net

POLKA DOT.

BALLET, TAP, JAZZ ‘
SHOES N O

LEOTARDS & DANCEWEAR L=
CYMWEAR
WONDERFUL IDEAS FOR DANCERS

4 Ryeground Lane, Formby
(Opposite The Grapes Hotel)
Telephone 01704 878138
Open Wed - Sat 10am - 5pm
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% Mitchell & Wright Printers Limited
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Reaching new
1eights in F

- The Print Works, Banastre Road, Southport PR8 SAL h\ﬁ;;thwf
i Tel 01704 535529 Fax 01704 543216 ISDN 01704 547850
Email print@mitchell-wright.demon.co.uk
]
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Lord Street's No.l Restaurant

Oalentino

Restorante Italiano

M,/
/)3 —

Pasta Night
/Vlonc{a)/ - Wednesda)/ all m’ﬁ/zt £4.95
choice of Pasta anc{free Garlic Bread
Early Bird
Monday - T/zursda)/ 3 Courses
6.00Pm - b’.OOPm £8.95
Open Sunday Lunchtime
Now part of the Shelbourne Complex

1 -5 Lord Street, Southport.Telephone 01704 538401
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Tilting Ground

by Guy Hibbert
directed by Celia Pope

Cast

Naney: ....:... JACQUIE WADE
Jachal = SCOTT ROWAN
Charles ........ JON ELLIS-FOX

The action takes place on the Pacific Coast of Mexico

Act 1
Scene 1: Day one — mid morning
Scene 2: Day one — afternoon
Scene 3: Day one — early evening
Scene 4: Day one — 9pm
Scene 5: Day two — breakfast

Act 2
Scene 1: Day three — 3.20am
Scene 2: Day three — breakfast
Scene 3: Day four — 3.00am
Scene 4: Day four — late morning
Scene 5: Day four — 8pm
Scene 6: Day five — morning

Scene 7: Days later

There will be a 20 minute interval between the two acts
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Staging

Stage Manager ........ CHRIS APPLETON
Assistant Stage Manager (Book) ........ JENNY PARKER
Props ........ BRENDA WHELAN
Lighting ........ ANDREW CONNARD
Sound Design ........ BRIAN HODGE
Sound Operators ........ BERNIE HOWAT
PETER BESWICK
Wardrobe ........ CAST & SDC TEAM
Set Designed by ........ SYD COLEY
Set Constructed by ........ SDC PRODUCTION TEAM
Scenic Artist ........ BOB JESSAMINE
Choreographer ........ PHILLIPA SANDIFORD
Photography by ........ NEIL HICKSON
Acknowledgements

The director would like to thank:
Lady Green Nurseries and Lamplighters of Ainsdale

The management reserves the right to refuse admission to the auditorium after curtain up,
until a suitable opportunity occurs. First aid facilities are provided at this theatre by St John
Ambulance Brigade, whose members give their services voluntarily.

Why not beat the rush and pre-order your interval drinks in the bar?

An induction loop is installed in this theatre for the benefit of hearing impaired patrons.
Please turn your hearing aid to “T".

Please ensure that all mobile telephones are switched off
At the end of tonight’s performance you may leave by any of the exits, all of which will be open.

In an emergency, this theatre can be emptied in three minutes or less if everyone leaves in an
orderly manner.
.

Smoking is prohibited in the auditorium.

THEATRE LICENSEE, BRIAN FORSHAW
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West Lancashire
Flooring Limited

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC FLOORING SPECIALISTS

Tarkett
Tel: 01695 578369 Fax: 01695 570623 Email: admin@wilflooring.co.uk
74 Ormskirk Business Park, New Court Way, Ormskirk, Lancashire. L39 2YT

F A SOUTHPORT
DRAMATIC CLUB
Advertisers Wanted

Spaces to let in this programme

Half Page — £25.00 per production plus VAT
Full Page — £50.00 per production plus VAT

Please contact: Norman Hope, Publicity Committee

Tel: (01704) 530521/530460 LITTI—E T”EATRE www.littletheatresouthport.co.uk

HOGHTON STREET SOUTHF’ORT




Tilting Ground

Cast

Celia Pope (Director)

At the tender age of seven Celia’s life long ambition to be a
ballet dancer was shattered by her Grandma'’s spotted dick and
custard. Hence she moved to the London stage, West End E11,
behind her auntie’s parlour curtains with a dressing up box.

Her most enjoyable performances have included:
Her Ladyship Kingfisher

Her Ladyship Ladies Who Lunch

Her Ladyship Me & My Girl

Will Hollywood please recognise her ability to do “gutter”.
In recent years Celia has directed Chip in the Sugar, Once a
Catholic, 42nd Street and now Tilting Ground. She finds it hard
to choose between directing and acting “as long as its theatre,
keep it coming. When its time to go, sprinkle my ashes in the
orchestra pit”.

Jacquie Wade (Nancy)

Jacquie is thrilled to be playing the part of Nancy and has
found the rehearsals both challenging and enjoyable. With such
a small cast she has found it lovely to be working with “old
friends” again. She last worked with Celia six years ago in Lock
Up Your Daughters, when Jacquie played the young, virginal
Hilaret, while Celia was the worldly Mrs Sgeezem. She has also
worked with Scott in Dead Guilty when she played the murderess
Margaret Hadrell and he played Gary. She has also played Jon’s
wife before in Death Trap. Another bonus for her is to be playing
an American, as she feels quite an affinity with the USA after
first visiting there as a child with her parents in the 60s. They
travelled to New York on the first Queen Elizabeth which took five
days to get there. She managed to acquire a credible American
accent even before the ship docked! Jacquie feels her family will
be relieved that she is playing a “mother” this time and not
cavorting around in her underwear as she did playing Rose last
season in the comedy Business Affairs.




Tilting Ground

Cast

Scott Rowan (Jack)

Having been acting for a number of years now, Scott has
realised the older he gets the nastier the parts get. He is
delighted to be playing the part of Jack in Tilting Ground as
Jack’s wild mood swings and Scott’s own are so similar, very
little acting is required.

Scott was most distressed to find out that he needed to have
a beer bottle glued to his hand for the majority of the play, and
not a pint of guinness which would have been preferable.

He would like to thank the rest of the cast for their patience,
and especially Celia, as he has always wanted to work with the
Pope.

John Ellis-Fox (Charles)

Once again Jon lies about his age. Rehearsals have been
very challenging for Jon and Celia, the director, as she coaxes
Jon to dance.

His favourite roles to date have been, Calvinus in Time of
Your Life, the Duke of Norfolk in Katherine Howard, Sydney in
Death Trap and Aylott in Month of Sundays and now this role of
Charles in Tilting Ground.

All of his above roles have been under the direction of very
talented directors and Jon is looking forward to performing with
this very talented cast.




What is the link between the people in the cast
photograph and the stage crew photograph of
Tilting Ground?

Stage Crew
. 2 et 4 5 6

Simply, that neither could put on the play without the other!

This group of people are collectively known as “The Backstage Crew” and they are, together,
responsible for every aspect of the work that goes on behind the scenes, in order that the
play is presented to you in as authentic and believable a manner as possible. Without them
you would merely witness dialogue on a bare, unlit stage without the bonus of atmosphere,
effects and a furnished set to act within.

These members all have their individual roles to play, a potted description of which, we hope
you will find of interest.

Chris Appleton (No.6) is Stage Manager. The Stage Manager is the person, male or female,
to whom the Director hands over the entire responsibility of the running of the play, once
rehearsals are over. Chris is the one in charge now and his word goes! He says when the
curtain goes up and comes down after consulting with the Front of House Manager if it is
safe to do so, i.e. all the fire doors closed and stewards in place. He is in touch with the
sound and lighting box, and cues in all effects. Scene changes are masterminded by him
and in the case of Chris, he will also have spent time in rehearsal and also been involved
in the actual building of the set.

The set itself was designed by Syd Coley (No.2) from an original idea provided by the
Director, Celia Pope. Syd has been a member for as long as we can all remember, a man of
extreme artistic ability and was Lighting Director for the club for many years.

Brian Hodge is Sound Director and responsible for correlating all music and sound effects
required within the play. This can be very challenging especially, when | have it on good
authority, the current Director wanted the audience to feel the sensation of sitting on the
edge of, if not actually in the sea! All done by sound! Peter Beswick (No.1) and also Bernie
Howat will be operating more than 50 sound cues during each performance.
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The varied and artistic lighting effects have been cleverly designed by our resident Lighting
Director, Tony Berry and the 40 different lighting cues will be subtly brought in and out by
our young operator Andrew Connard (No.5). The combined effects of lighting and sound can
make or break the atmosphere created by the actors on the stage and we are more than
grateful for the many unrecorded hours of work that go into achieving the final result.

The properties necessary to create the picture you see before you, are gathered from far
and wide, for each play. Although we have a well-stocked Property Department on the
premises, every play (and every Director) requires something different and relevant on the
particular period or place they are interpreting. We are extremely appreciative towards any
suppliers in the town or local area, who allow us to borrow furniture and furnishings to dress
our sets. Lady Green Nurseries have been more than generous in their support of this
production and we extend to them our most grateful thanks for the loan of furniture and
plants. The lady in charge of props for the run of Tilting Ground is Brenda Whelan (No.4).
Hers is the unenviable job of making sure that every prop is in the correct place for the
actors to sit on, write with, eat off, or whatever, throughout the play!

Finally, the post of Assistant Stage Manager (On the Book) - i.e. the Prompt! This is one of
the unsung jobs back stage, during performance and indeed, all through the rehearsal
period, which involves the person in question keeping their eye firmly on the script, line,
page by page, in case a member of cast forgets a line and needs quietly, but clearly
reminding! Jenny Parker (No.3) herself an actress, understands well, the reassurance that
a good prompt can give a cast. Ironically, in an ideal situation, she should never be heard!
All that dedication for nothing - it is just nice to know you are there, Jenny, along with the
rest of the team.

We would like to add that this photograph only includes the people involved in the running
of this particular play, there are many other members of the club who have been an integral
part of the backstage planning and organisation of the season, not mentioned here.
Perhaps next time, it will be their turn to get their name in print!

Also not forgetting all those volunteer members who are also present in the theatre during
a performance, for your safety and enjoyment such as Front of House Manager and
stewards, servery staff, bar staff and box office staff.

Lights and Sound control room
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With a unique landscaped setting, displaying a
wide selection of trees, shrubs, conifers, gifts
and sundries and bedding plants in season.
Good Food and Coffee shop.

The Foliage, Plants and Garden furniture
Jor “Tilting Ground” bave been supplied
by Lady Green Nurseries.
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~Southport/Liverpool Road
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22nd Dec 2003 - | Ith Jan 2004
Our Traditional Family Pantomime
CINDERELLA

Written and Directed by Stephen Hughes-Alty
Sponsored by NatWest
An SDC Production

30th January - 7th February 2004
WHO DIES WINS

by Seymour Mathews
Directed by Matthew Woodhams
An SDC Production

I Ith February - [4th February 2004
TIME TO KILL

Sefton Theatre Company Production
27th February - 6th March 2004

MRS. WARREN'’S
PROFESSION

by George Bernard Shaw
Directed by John Sharp
Sponsored by Mitchell & Wright Printers Ltd.
An SDC Production

|0th March - |3th March 2004
TELLING WILDE TALES

by Jules Tasca
Directed by James Hughes-Alty
An SDC Youth Production

26th March - 3rd April 2004
LONDON SUITE

by Neil Simon
Directed by Robin Hirsch
Sponsored by Royal Bank of Scotland
An SDC Production




SOUTHPORT PW
¢ DRAMATIC CLUB K¢

2nd half of the 2003-2004 season

23rd April - 1st May 2004 18th - 22nd May 2004
A Chorus of Disapproval Quartet
by Sir Alan Ayckbourn by Ronald Harewood
Directed by Margaret Mann Directed by Poppy Flanagan

An SDC Bar Production

SOUTHPORT
¢  DRAMATIC CLUB ke

Our January Production

WHO DIES WINS

by Seymour Mathews
Directed by Matthew Woodhams
30th January - 7th February 2004
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L A SOUTHPORT [413
DRAMATIC CLUB ».¢

Present Our Traditional Family Pantomime

C inalere

Written and directed by Stephen Huglles-Alty, Stagetl ]:>y '
Choreograplly l')y Rob MacGregor, Musical director |_"

22nd Decemlrer
11th ]anuar

BOX OFFICE OPE
1st - 5th & 8th - 12¢hl
15th - 10th De
22nd, 23rd, 27th & 30th Dec 2008,
20th & 28th Dec 2003, 1s

2004, 11am - 7.30pm
am - 2.30pm

DURING NORMAL OPENING TIMES FOR OCT! OﬂR AND NOVEMBER PRODUCTIONS

Tel: (01704) 530521/530460 LITTLE T”EATRE www.littletheatresouthport.co.uk

HOGHTON STREET » SOUTHPORT

REGISTERED CHARITY NO, 221585




