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«» NatWest

NafWest Southport Business Team are delighted to be
supporting this year’s pantomime “Robin Hood and the Babes in
the Wood”... (oh no we aren’t - oh yes we arell)
Conftrary to popular belief, we don’t rob from. the rich and give
to the poor... (oh yes we do - oh no we don’f)... so if you'd like
to find out more about what we can do for your business please
contact either:
Denise Aitchison (Show White, naturally) 01704 541729
Charles Graves (Little John, you’ll understand why) 01704 541237

Chris Parkinson (Prince Charming, not) 01704 541474

Nick Harris (Buttons, looks good in tights) 01704 524369

Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year




Director’s Notes

Welcome to this year’s SDC pantomime “Robin Hood and the Babes in
the Wood". | was delighted to be asked to direct panto this year, even
though this means | cannot be in the show. Christmas wouldn’t be the
same without my involvement in the panto one way or another and this
year | am particularly thrilled as my two daughters, Heather and Hannah,
are on stage.

I would like to take this opportunity of thanking the cast and crew for
all their hard work, in particular Mandy and Dave for their support.

My thanks also go to you, our audience - without you pantomime
means nothing. Enjoy yourselves, relax and join in the fun it is
pantomime

Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.

Les Gomersall
Director

on the left
Mandy Evans
Choreography

on the right
Dave Thomson
Musical Direction




e = Full Architect’s services:-
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- Commercial / Office Premises.

@ - Restaurants.

@ f - Industrial Units
- Retail Units.

- Shopfitting.

- Interior Design.

- Private Housing.
- Building Surveys.
- Land Surveys.

North House

FOSTER 17 North John Street

ARCHITECTS Liverpool L2 5QY

Tel:0151 236 0234

Fax:0151 2311112

e-mail: mail@craigfosterarchitect.co.uk

Supplying the complete
range of legal
services

Maxwell
O Entwistle

Contact Mlchael Yates on

01704 872156
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PANTOMIME

Pantomime, traditionally, is a Christmas entertainment intended
particularly for children. It is an art form that the rest of the world
thinks is peculiarly British, claiming, in a puzzled fashion, not to
understand it at all.

In fact, it is derived in part from the Italian commedia del'arte, from
which several of the stock characters of pantomime have evolved.
Harlequinades, as these performances were known in England, were
played as after-pieces to a long evening's entertainment of farces and
tragedies.

The first recognisable pantomime was probably “Robinson Crusoe”
at Drury Lane, which contained a transformation scene and introduced
the infant Joseph Grimaldi. “Aladdin and his Wonderful Lamp”
followed at Covent Garden, with “Babes in the Wood” performed as an
opera at the Haymarket.

By 1800, pantomime was emerging as a distinct form in its own
right, with the harlequinade now forming the greater part of the
evening's entertainment, the Dame performed by a man and the whole
presented most frequently at Christmas and Easter.

In 1804, “Cinderella” was performed at Drury Lane and in 1806
“Mother Goose” at Covent Garden and “Sleeping Beauty” at Drury
Lane. During the next twenty years, “Puss in Boots”, “Dick Whittington
and his Cat” and “Sinbad the Sailor” all made their appearance, as did
the first female principal boy at Covent Garden in 1815. In 1861, H.].
Byron's “Aladdin” introduced for the first time the famous Widow
Twankey at the Strand Theatre. This production confirmed the casting
of the male pantomime dame and the female principal boy which
remains in common usage today.

Pantomime continues to prosper throughout the country in many
amateur and professional productions, but we do like to think that ours
is the best! It is frequently the first live theatre seen by small children,
who retain a nostalgic affection for it and, in their turn, bring their own
offspring many years later, but enough of the history just sit back and
enjoy the show.
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Residential Home
Full Central Heating
* Visitors' bedroom
* Regular visits by chiropodist,
optician and dentist
* Nurse call system in every room
o Regular minibus outings
o Special diets catered for
6-8 Lathom Road, Southport PR9 0JA
Tel: 01704 530440

POLKA DOT.

BALLET, TAP, JAZZ
SHOES YO
LEOTARDS & DANCEWEAR Lu
CYMWEAR
WONDERFUL IDEAS FOR DANCERS

\ 4 Ryeground Lane, Formby
(Opposite The Grapes Hotel)
C Telephone 01704 878138
Open Wed - Sat 10am - 5pm
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ROBIN HOOD

AND THE BABES IN THE W0OOD

DIRECTED BY LES GOMERSALL

Cast

in order of appearance

DDORKEYrsnso i trears RIKKI SPOFFORTH
EDWARD BEARDSELL
Sheriffi st SIMON ARMSTRONG
BriarTuck......ooiiteesnns NORMAN HOPE
Robin Hood.................. PAUL EDGE
Robbers;ise.sssiuscisd MATTHEW WOODHAMS
ALEX HOWARTH
Tilly Tucker........cccu.u.... ARNOLD GORSE
Tommy Tucker........cc...... DAVID THOMAS
Maid Marion.......c.cve... MELISSA CLARKE
Lady in Waiting....5. 20k, LAURA GORSE
Little John#s.. Foiae GUY UNSWORTH
Alan=A-Dale::.... s v NICK BREEN
BABES

Sarah-Louise Alty, Zoe Findlay, Heather Gomersall, Hannah Gomersall,
Rachael Hewitt, Jennifer Holden, Toni Spofforth, Ethan Wheeler.

Other parts played by Members of the Ensemble.

ENSEMBLE

Kim Abram, Elizabeth Arends, Edward Beardsell, Michael Breen, Lisa Curtis,
Stephanie Diamond, Anastasia Duncanson, Helen Garraghan, Laura Gorse,
Rikki Spofforth, Natalie Pye, Julie-Ann Tinsley.

MUSICIANS
Percussion .............. NICK DIXON
Bass'Guitar:).... .. JOHN WATKINSON
ROGER WATKINSON
Keyboards .......:50 DAVE THOMSON
Keyboards, Effects, Specials .............. PAUL WILLIAMS



The action takes place in Nottingham

Act 1

Prologue
Scene 1 Nottingham Town.
Scene 2 Qutside the Town.
Scene 3 Nottingham Town.
Scene 4 A Village Lane.
Scene 5 The School Room.
Scene 6 On the way to the Forest.
Scene 7 Robin’s Hideaway deep in Sherwood Forest.
Scene 8 Deep in Sherwood Forest.
Scene 9 The Magic Woodland Glade.
There will be an interval of 20 minutes.
AcT 2
Scene 1 Nottingham Goose Fayre.
Scene 2 A Forest Path.
Scene 3 A Bedroom in Nottingham Castle.
Scene 4 Inside Nottingham Castle.
Scene 5 Songsheet.
Scene 6 The Wedcding.
Finale

Pyrotechnics, smoke, ultraviolet light and strobe lighting may be used in this production. The management
reserves the right to refuse admission to the auditorium after curtain up, until a suitable opportunity occurs.
First aid facilities are provided at this theatre by St John Ambulance Brigade, whose members give their
services voluntarily.

.

Patrons are welcome in our licensed bar downstairs before and after tonight’s performance.

Why not beat the rush and pre-order your interval drinks in the bar?

.

An induction loop is installed in this theatre for the benefit of hearing impaired patrons.

Please turn your hearing aid to “T".

Please ensure that all mobile telephones are switched off
.

At the end of tonight’s performance you may leave by any of the exits, all of which will be open.

In an emergency, this theatre can be emptied in three minutes or less if everyone leaves in an orderly manner.

Smoking is prohibited in the auditorium.

THEATRE LICENSEE, BRIAN FORSHAW.
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ROBIN HoOD
AND THE BABES IN THE WOOD
Adapted from the original script written by
Arnold and Judith Gorse, Hilary Thomson, Les Gomersall and
Stephen Hughes-Alty with original music and lyrics by Dave Thomson

STAGING
Stage Manager .......... LINDSAY HAYWOOD
Wardrobe .......... SDC TEAM
Properties ..z CHRIS D. APPLETON
Lighting. .c.....c. CHRIS BERRY
BECKY MURPHY
TONY BERRY
Pyrotechnics .......... SYD COLEY
Fly Rail .......... CHRIS APPLETON
IAN LOCKHART
Sounds «.veeis PETER BESWICK
JONATHAN GOSLING
Set Designile.zied SDC PRODUCTION TEAM
Original Lyrics .......... DAVE THOMSON
Scenic Artist .......... BOB JESSAMINE
Rehearsal Prompt .......... CHRIS RATCLIFFE
Photography by .......... NEIL HICKSON
STAGE CREW
Roderick Beardsell Roy Carr Bill Davies
Michele Martin Alan Newport Ron Wilson
Mike Yates

And other Members too numerous to mention.
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ROBIN HOOD
AND THE BABES IN THE WOOD
CAST

Les Gomersall (Director)

2002 has been a busy year for Les after playing Widow Twankey in the
SDC production of “Aladdin” he went straight into “Oliver” playing Fagin
and then immediately into directing “Copacabana”. Involved in pantomime
at the SDC for the past |5 years this is his first time as director. Favourite
roles include the King in “The King and I” and Bill Snibson in “Me and My
Girl”, and Captain Von Trappe in “The Sound of Music”.

Paul Edge (Robin Hood)

Paul is appearing in his second pantomime at The Little Theatre. He
most recently appeared here in last season’s SDC production of
“Shadowlands”. He is also a member of the Birkdale Orpheus Society,
playing such roles as Adam in “Seven Brides for Seven Brothers” and Fatty
Arbuckle in “Mack & Mabel”.

He is looking forward to playing the part of Robin Hood in this
production.

Melissa Clarke (Maid Marion)

Melissa has appeared professionally as Dorothy in “The Wizard of Oz”
at the Liverpool Playhouse as well as in an advert for NatWest Bank and
more recently as an extra in “Hollyoaks”. This is Melissa’s sixth panto for
the SDC and she is very pleased to have been promoted from Lady in
Waiting in last year’s “Aladdin”, to leading lady as Maid Marion in this
production.

Arnold Gorse (Tilly Tucker)
Arnold returns to the Little stage after a lengthy tour around the country
in panto last Christmas (again playing Nurse in “Babes in the Wood”).

Besides many other parts in plays and musicals with the SDC, Arnold still
finds time to be the club’s treasurer and was one of the founders of the panto
tradition here at the Little Theatre. Co-writing the first three pantomimes -
“Aladdin”,“Dick Whittington”, “Prince Charming”, etc., etc., over the years.
(Then, thankfully they filled his tights with concrete!) (Ed). After staging the
panto for many years it was into frocks to play dame on many occasions.

13



ROBIN HOOD
AND THE BABES IN THE W0OOD
CAST

David Thomas (Tommy Tucker)

David is pleased to be playing the role of Tommy Tucker in this his third
pantomime with the SDC. He does feel especially priviliged to be spending
Christmas in bed with Arnold. David will also be spending the festive season in a
concussed state after being repeatedly bashed around the head by his caring
mother! David is also a regular with SONG and he will be appearing in their
performance of “The Wiz” next Easter.

Simon Armstrong (Sheriff)

Although no stranger to Southport Theatre, this is Simon'’s first experience of
pantomime and he is looking forward to the challenge of playing this year’s
“Baddie”. He was most recently seen by audiences in the last SDC production
“Business Affairs”, playing a Swedish businessman.The Swedish theme is
resurrected in his panto role - spot the well-known ABBA track! Simon says:"“it
will be strange, to go on stage hoping to be jeered, booed and hissed”.

Matthew Woodhams (Robber / Posh)

Matthew is pleased to be taking to the stage for panto again, after a break last
year. Matthew was most recently seen in this season’s opener, “Bedroom Farce”
sporting silly costumes and spouting foolish lines - How different panto is! He is
especially pleased to be plotting with the Sheriff (played by his best friend and
future brother-in-law) to kidnap the babes, because one of them, Ethan, is his
nephew in real life.

Alex Howarth (Robber / Becks)

Alex has appeared as an extra in a film with Robert Carlyle and in a teacher
training video with Kay Purcil (Emmerdale & Celebrity Fit Club). He has also
appeared in “The Witches” and “Calamity Jane”. This is Alex’s first production with
the SDC and he would like to thank the production team for all their help
especially to Mandy for keeping him and his two left feet out of so many dances!

Welcome to the SDC Alex.

Norman Hope (Friar Tuck)

Since appearing in last year’s panto,“Aladdin” Norman has appeared in “An
Absolute Turkey” for SDC and in “Henry IV part |” for the Formby Arts Festival.
He is once again enjoying appearing in panto, along with these talented young
performers in the chorus thanks to Mandy (Not bad for a senior citizen) (Ed).




ROBIN HOOD
AND THE BABES IN THE WOOD
CAST

Guy Unsworth (Little John)

This is Guy’s tenth panto for the SDC, this part of Little John being a contrast to
last year’s Noodles The Dragon.This year Guy played Perks in “The Railway Children”
(March) and Baloo in “The Jungle Book” (September) for the Youth Theatre and looks
forward to playing Mr Biggs in “Our Day Out”, this coming March. Guy has enjoyed
multi-role playing during rehearsals - unfortunately he is saving the part of a ballerina
for better occasions. He would like to thank Mandy for putting her job on the line as
Guy “attempts” to dance!

Nick Breen (Alan-A-Dale)

Nick has been taking drama lessons for twelve years and recently joined the
SDC Youth Theatre, he appeared as Older Mowgli in “The Jungle Book”. Nick has
been cast as Digga in the Youth Theatre’s next show in March “Our Day Out”.

He has loved working in the pantomime and is eager to continue taking part
in it next year.

Laura Gorse (Lady in waiting)

Laura is looking forward to her | Ith panto with the SDC. She is a member of
the SDC Youth Theatre and has taken part in “The Railway Children”,as Phyllis;
“The Jungle Book”, as Kaa and Amira, and is looking forward to playing Carol in
“Our Day Out” in March, 2003.

Rikki Spofforth (Donkey)

This is Rikki’s eighth pantomime with the SDC and he is pleased to be playing
a principal role this year. He is also pleased to be working with Les again after
“Gym and Tonic”. However his accent got him into trouble at a football match
against Birmingham, bearing in mind he supports Everton!

Edward Beardsell (Donkey)

Edward has been doing theatre for five years and greatly enjoys it, especially
the pantomimes as he has done many of them and thinks they are great fun.
Edward is also a keen member of the SDC Youth Theatre and played Bert in “The
Railway Children”. He is also taking part in next year's Youth Theatre play,““Our
Day Out”.




Mitchell & Wright Printers Limited
Bright ideas,
\ brilliant print! " |

The Print Works, Banastre Road, Southport PR8 5AL
Tel 01704 535529 Fax 01704 543216 ISDN 01704 547850
. Email print@mitchell-wright.demon.co.uk

Th

of Southport and District

CAN YOU HELP US?

We are here 24 hours a day to provide confidential support for the despairing or
suicidal. We need your help to keep this vital service going:
VOLUNTEERS TO STAFF OUR PHONE LINES
FUNDRAISING
VOLUNTEERS FOR OUR CHARITY SHOP
DONATIONS OF GOODS FOR OUR SHOP
If you can help with any of these, please call us.
Samaritans

We are always here to listen
32 Union Street, Southport Tel: 01704 538038 (24 hours)




Top Ten

most landed on squares in Monopoly®

As we are all likely to play at least one game
of Monopoly this holiday.

I, Trafalgar Square 6. Vine Street

2, Go 7, King’s Cross Station
3, Fenchurch Street 8, Bow Street

4, Free Parking 9, Water Works

5, Marlborough Street |0, Marylebone Station

QUIZ

A bit of a pot luck quiz for you, to test your general knowledge
1 How much of the earth’s ice is found in Antarctica?

2 There is a fungus that can use jet fuel as a source of food.
True or False?

3 What percentage of the body's energy is consumed by the
brain?

4 A British scientist once successfully used Coca Cola as a
replacement for oil in-a car. True or False?

5 Which Irish juggler tried to steal the British Crown Jewels?

For answers see bottom of page 18
for the link see the next programme




24th January - Ist February 2003
D( NOBODY’S PERFECT
' s by Simon Williams, directed by Ray Mann
s OUTHP ORT Sponsored by Duncan Sheard & Glass
8th February 2003
V DRAMA“C Hesketh Brass Band Concert
CLUB |2th - I5th February 2003
The Unexpected Guest

A Sefton Theatre Company production

Th Lo l 28th February - 8th March 2003
e ltt e THE PERFECT MURDER
Theatre by Hugh Jane, directed by Doug Carrick

|12th March - |5th March 2003

Dates it
an SDC Youth Production
fo o 28th March - 5th April 2003

AMY’S VIEW

Yo u r by David Hare, directed by John Sharp

Sponsored by Mitchell & Wright Printers Limited

°
D I ary 25th April - 3rd May 2003
NUDE WITH VIOLIN

by Noel Coward, directed by Margaret Mann

Hoghton Street, Sponsored by Hedley & Company
Southport.
Telephone: 3rd June - 7th June 2003
(01704) LooT
530521/530460

by Simon Williams, directed by Alistair Hewitt

poo|g [pUojoD) G ‘andl b ‘%07 '€ ‘OndL T ‘syiQl/e ‘| L] @8ed uo zinb 031 suemsuy
18



Lord Streets No.l Restaurant

S Oalentino

Restorante Italiano

Pasta Night
/Vlom{a)/ - Wea/nesda)/ all m'g/lt £4.95
choice of Pasta an(/free Garlic Bread
Early Bird
/l/\onda)/ - T/-zursc{ay 3 Courses
6.00/3171 - 8.00/0111 £8.95,
Open Sunday Lunchtime
Now part of the Shelbourne Complex

-5 Lord Street, Southport.Telephone 01704 538401

KING SCHOOL OF DANCE

Children taught from 23 years to adults
Full-time vocational training given
R.A.D. Ballet
L.all Tap
P Modern
AT Character and National

For further information e
please contact Mandy Evans
Tel: 01704 571879 Mobile: 07773 176589
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