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H.M. Queen Elizabeth Il
Golden Jubilee — 2002

In her accession speech in 1952, the Queen
declared: "I shall always work, as my father did
throughout his reign, to uphold the constitutional
government and to advance the happiness and
prosperity of my peoples, spread as they are all the
world over”. She spoke of “this heavy task that has
been laid upon me so early in life".

It is a task she has undertaken faithfully and
unflinchingly through good times and bad for fifty
years. The emphasis of the Golden Jubilee is
different from that of the Silver Jubilee, twenty-five
years ago. If in a sense the nation thanked the Queen
in 1977, then in 2002 the Queen wants to thank the
nation.

The focus is firmly on the young people of the
country, and particularly in schools. The Golden
Jubilee is a time to look at the Queen’s fifty years,
but also to look at all the changes that have occurred
in Britain in the last fifty years.

It is an occasion for parties and celebration, for
giving to charity in the name of the Queen and a
chance for Britain to take stock and to recognise the
good fortune of having had fifty years of unstinting
service from a constitutional monarch.
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Mitchell & Wiight Printers Limited

Call 01704 5 3 5 5 29 fora competitive quote

The Print Works, Banastre Road, Southport PR8 5AL



DIRECTOR'S NOTLS

During the last few months of rehearsals for “An Absolute Turkey”, it
became evident that the play we were performing had a definite rhythm
and cadence. So when it became time to select music to complement
Feydeau’s farce we wanted to avoid a background of wallpaper musak.

So what did one choose? Strauss, too Austrian; Lehar, too lyrical and
sweet; Sullivan, too English.

No other choice but Offenbach, the Master of Bouffe-Parisien.

Listening to the Boston pops rendering of Gaite Parisien provided a
wealth of adaptable music selected from his big six repertoire:- Orphée
Aux Ewfers, La Vie Parisienne, Barbe-Bleue, La Grand-Duchesse de
Gardstein, La Pérchole, and La Belle Héléne.

Hopefully this selection of music will recreate the period of the Bel-
Monde, The Naughty Nineties, Impressionist artists, The Paris Exposition
Universelle of 1900 and the Crossroads into a new era that now we look
back on with mixed feelings

An enthusiastic cast has been assembled to portray Feydeau’s
characters, that are required to act with a precision of timing. Proving
that playing comedy is a serious business. The result is that their
orchestrated rhythm and timing has brought to life the characters
created by Georges Feydeau over a hundred years ago.

David Charters
Director

“When two of my characters should under no circumstances
encounter one another, | throw them together as quickly as possible.”
Georges Feydeau.



Full Architect’s services:-

1
S e I - Commercial / Office Premises.

F @ —L “l::i L—:J Q m = - Restaurants.

; R M ! ieEiE @ - Industrial Units

. - Retail Units.

i - Shopfitting.

g ‘ 1 - Interior Design.

=gy B
=

Il

- Private Housing.

\,,
@ N
i

¢

- Building Surveys.
- Land Surveys.

North House

FOSTERRY North John Street

ARCHITECTS Liverpool L2 5QY

Tel:0151 236 0234

Fax:0151 2311112

e-mail: mail@craigfosterarchitect.co.uk

Supplying the complete
range of legal
services
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M Entwistle

Contact Mlchael Yates on

01704 872156




GEORGES FLUDEAL

Georges Feydeau (1862-1921), the supreme
master of farce, devoted his skills to exploding
hypocrisy in a very self-important age. “An
Absolute Turkey” (Le Dindon) is one of his best
loved plays. He displays all his dramatic tricks
as the characters are pulled back and forth by an
escalating series of complications. This
translation received its London premiere at the
Globe Theatre in December 1993.

Peter Hall is one of the world’s best known
theatre directors. He founded the Royal
Shakespeare Company in 1960 and from 1973-
1988 was director of the Royal national Theatre.
With his own Peter Hall Company he has
mounted many productions in the West End
including “The Merchant of Venice”, “The Wild
Duck”, “The Homecoming”, “An Ideal
Husband” and “Amadeus”.

Nicki Frei has worked as a publicist for both
Riverside Studios and the Royal National
Theatre. She has written several screenplays for
film and television, including an eight part
adaptation of Barry Unsworth’s novel, “Sacred
Hunger”.



A FULL VARIETY
PERFORMANCE...

Let me take the drama out of supplying and fitting your new beautiful bathroom,
en-suite or kitchen. Or give a warm welcome to a new or serviced boiler/central
heating system.

You will want to applaud the quality of my electrical or plumbing work - and gas
work usually brings a standing ovation.

But seriously...| am a qualified and reliable tradesman who can complete work to certified standards,
who turns up when agreed, who gives detailed free estimates, and who ensures that you are fully
satisfied with the final outcome.

DO YOU NEED ANY PROMPTING?

PETER DAVIES
Telephone: 01704 505474

CORGI Mobile: 0976 263267
Registered FOR ALL ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING AND GAS WORK

\ Head Firot
Unisex Hairdresser’s
(closed Monday)

4a Ashley Road
(off Sussex Road)
Southport PR9 ORB

Telephone
(01704) 544624
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Residential Home
* Full Central Heating
* Visitors’bedroom
* Regular visits by chiropodist,
optician and dentist
* Nurse call system in every room
* Regular minibus outings
» Special diets catered for

6-8 Lathom Road, Southport PR9 0JA
Tel: 01704 530440

POLKA DOT.

BALLET, TAP, 7AZZ
SHOES N\
LEOTARDS & DANCEWEAR
CYMWEAR
WOMDERFUL IDEAS FOR DANCERS

4 Ryeground Lane, Formby
(Opposite The Grapes Hotel)
Telephone 01704 878138
Open Wed - Sat 10am - 5pm
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QN ARSOLUTE TURHULY

Wpiﬂen Iaq Georqe Feqdeou
Tmnslafed l)q Defer Ho” cmcl NicLi Fpei
Direcfed l)q Davic] Chorfers

ticienne ... 7 - £ EMMA JANE HALL
Pontagnac . JOHN SHARP
Vatelin..... & MIKE STOWELL
Jean / Second Inspector ................ PETER FORSHAW
Redillop.. ... .= GRAHAM DAVIES
Madame Pontagnac ................ GAY STOWELL
Mitzi = HELEN PICKAVANCE
Soldignag =« == 0 SIMON ARMSTRONG
Afmandine ..., CAROL BENNETT
Victor ..z% = DAVID THOMAS
Hotel Manager / Policeman ................ NORMAN HOPE
Glara -... o DEBRA TAYLOR
Pinehard - . RAY MANN
Madame Pinchard ................ MARGARET MANN
Gerome / Policeman / Hotel Guest ................ RELE SI ATER
Inspector / Policeman / Hotel Guest ................ ALEC ROBSON
HoteliGuiest -~ > ;7 MARGARET HILL
Act One Paris: The Drawing Room of Vatelin’s House
Act Two Room No. 39, In The Hotel Ultimus, Paris
Act Three Redillon’s Study, 11am in the morning

there will be an interval between each act

Time: Turn of the century about 1896 - 1900
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{TAGING

Stage Manager .......... RODERICK BEARDSELL
Deputy Stage Manager .......... CHRIS D. APPLETON
Assistant Stage Manager (Book).......... MARGARET HILL
StageCrew s psies LINDSAY HAYWOOD

CHRIS B. APPLETON
DOREEN HOOD

Broperiics = =T SARAH MORELAND-SMITH
ROB MacGREGGOR
Lighting SYD COLEY
SOuN ... MATTHEW WOODHAMS

Wardrobe........... JAMES HUGHES-ALTY

Set Constructed by .......... SDC PRODUCTIONS

Scenie Artisteligd! | BOB JESSAMINE
Photography by .......... NEIL HICKSON

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Director would like to thank the following

Costumes - Royal Exchange Manchester
Furniture - The Royal Arcade Southport
Furniture - The Scarisbrick Hotel

The management reserves the right to refuse admission to the auditorium after curtain up, until a suitable
opportunity occurs. First aid facilities are provided at this theatre by St John Ambulance Brigade, whose
members give their services voluntarily.

o Patrons are welcome in our licensed bar downstairs before and after tonight’s performance.
Why not beat the rush and pre-order your interval drinks in the bar?
.
An induction loop is installed in this theatre for the benefit of hearing impaired patrons.
Please turn your hearing aid to ‘T".
At the end of tonight’s performance you may leave by any of the exits, all of which will be open.
In an emergency, this theatre can be emptied in three minutes or less if everyone leaves in an orderly manner.

Smoking is prohibited in the auditorium.

THEATRE LICENSEE, PETER BURROUGHS.
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David Charters (Director)

David left secondary school soon after his fifteenth birthday to start his
career in advertising with a Liverpool studio.

His first experience in directing came at the age of seven when his
school teacher allowed him to direct his fellow pupils in his version of “Toy
Town” and “Wurzel Gummage”. He has spent a lifetime as a graphical
illustrator and designer and in later years treading the boards in his spare
time, once described by his A.S.M. (Book) as the ‘Scouse’ Prince of Wales
in the 1991 SDC production of the “Royal Baccarat Scandal”.

Emma Jane Hall (Lucienne)

Emma was very excited about being seen in a corset, unfortunately her
role in “The Forsyte Saga” ended up on the cutting room floor, so she
begged and pleaded for a role in “An Absolute Turkey”.

Emma would like to stress to her father that any removal of clothing
during this production is not indicative of a career change - she is still
training to be a masseuse.

John Sharp (Pontagnac)

John’s last appearance on the Little Theatre Stage was as a ‘serious’
serial womaniser - “King Henry VIII”.

In this play he appears as a ‘comic’ serial womaniser. Such
opportunities are very gratifying for one at his time of life.

Mike Stowell (vatelin)

Mike’s ‘French Connection’ with the SDC started many years ago when
he played Monsieur Maingot in Terence Rattigan’s “French without Tears”.

Having moved on to Moliére and (more recently) Marc Camoletti, he is
now eagerly awaiting the release of “Les Misérables” for amateurs!
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Peter Forshaw (jean / Second Inspector)

Peter has such a happy, easy going nature that he wonders why the
casting committee asked him to play an agressive police inspector, and a
miserable valet in this production.

Having played ‘Wishee Washee’ in “Aladdin” at Christmas, Peter looks
forward to acting his age next season.

Graham Davies (Redillon)

Graham has been a member of SDC for seven years, in which time he
has appeared in numerous productions, including “Lost in Yonkers”, “Cider
with Rosie” and this season’s opener “Broadway Bound”.

He also wrote last year’s Christmas panto “Aladdin”. In the meantime
Graham is an active member of the bar committee and helps out backstage
on occasions.

Gay Stowell (Madame Pontagnac)

Like the Olympic Games, Gay’s on-stage appearances come round with
monotonous regularity.

Eight years ago she played a neurotic anorexic in “A Small Family
Business”, followed by a scheming step-mother in “The Imaginary Invalid”,
four years later, but this time her character is slightly more normal!!

Helen Pickavance (vitzi)

Helen is delighted to be playing Mitzi in this production. This being
Helen as you have never seen her before!

Having played in “Revenge” earlier in this season and a small part
in “Aladdin” she is looking forward to this stimulating role to finish her
season off.
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Simon Armstrong (Soldignac)

Simon is looking forward to playing the role, of a man slightly confused about
his nationality - a Swiss with French nationality who speaks German. Simon is
delighted to be in a position to use his German on stage and to be staking a claim for
a role in any possible return of “Allo Allo”. He was last seen on the SDC stage in a
role, where once again confused identity was a central theme, namely George
Maitland in “Tons of Money”. He has also played Arthur in “Spring and Port Wine”,
Tom Bertram in “Mansfield Park”, Sandy in “Hayfever” and Henry/Lady Macbeth in
the “Farndale Macbeth”. Since taking to the stage six years ago, he has also performed
various principal roles with SAOS, Birkdale Orpheus and The Houghton Players.

Carol Bennett (Armandine)

Carol has been a member of SDC for several years and has played a
variety of parts during that time.

You may remember her as a ‘Scouse’ tart in “Stags & Hens”, quite a
contrast to the ‘French’ tart she plays in this production.

In her last appearance on the Little stage she played Annie, a
respectable tart in “Living Together”. She wonders if someone is trying to tell
her something.

David Thomas (Victor)

David is happy to be performing the role of Victor. He has previously
been seen as Peter in “The Railway Children” and as Wilfred in “Spring and
Port Wine”.

He has also been in two pantos, the latest being as Constable Dim Sum
in “Aladdin”. He appeared in Song’s “Calamity Jane”, and is looking
forward to “The Jungle Book” with the SDC Youth Theatre.

Norman Hope (Hotel Manager / Policeman)

Since joinibng SDC seven years ago, Norman has been lucky to have
played a variety of parts including recently Mine Host in “The Merry Wives
of Windsor”, Sgt Fisher in “Silhouette”, and in panto as Fusspot in “Sleeping
Beauty” and The Emperor in last Christmas’s “Aladdin”.

In this production he is attempting two parts, thankfully separated by an
Interval so that he can have a rest between them.
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Debra Taylor (Clara)

Debra’s last production for SDC was as Jackie Coryton in “Hayfever”. Since
then she has acted for various local drama groups, most notably at Preston
Playhouse, where her favourite roles included Celia in “As You Like It”, Isabella
Thorpe in “Northanger Abbey”, and by way of a contrast, Alan Turing’s mother
in “Breaking The Code”.

Ray Mann (pinchard)

Ray had the pleasure of playing in the SDC’s Queen’s Silver Jubilee
production of “Vivat Vivat Regina”.

Now forty-five SDC plays later, Ray is enjoying the chance to appear in our
Golden Jubilee production of “An Absolute Turkey”. From Tragedy to Comedy in
twenty-five easy stages!

Margaret Mann (Madame Pinchard)

Poor Madame Pinchard is not only hard of hearing, but also suffers from a
noticeable liver complaint!

Add to these, a broken ankle and it really is a farce! Margaret, who has
worked with David Charters since the Sixties, is delighted to be in one of his

happy teams again.

Pete Slater (Gerome / Policeman / Hotel Guest)

Pete’s preparation for his role as Gerome, The Valet, consists of several
previous roles; including a night club owner in “Imagine”, a butler in “School
For Scandel” and no less than two waiters in SDC’s “Shadowlands”.

Alec Robson (7st Inspector / Policeman / Hotel Guest)

Alec started his serious acting in “The Tempest”, opposite David McCallum
at the age of eleven. He played an Elf - a part Shakespeare forgot to write in - It
was his first squeaking role. Thence via the Co-op Drama Group in North
London via college, a brief flirtation with Windsor Rep, Progress Theatre
Reading, Liverpool Unity Theatre and lastly with SDC.
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LORD STREET - SOUTHPORT
Stands and Cabinets To Let
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The Royal Arcade is a magnificent building situated on the famous
Lord Street in Southport, it houses a real selection of Antique Furniture,
Collectable Paintings, China & Porcelain and much more.

Come and see for yourself

Telephone: 01704 542087

' 4 { SOUTHPORT DRAMATIC CLUB F A 3
| BAR PRODUCTION

Alan Plater’s

Peggy For Yow

Wednesday 5th - Saturday 8th June 7.45pm
Directed by Hugh Wolfson

Box Office Times

30th May - 1st June 1T1am - Tpm

4th June T1am - Tpm

5th June - 8th June 11am - Tpm & 7pm - 7.45pm

Ticket prices Wednesday & Thursday £5 Friday & Saturday £6




ROAD RANGE &

Authorised Mercedes-Benz & Porsche Car Dealerships Mercedes-Benz

' ENCORE!

ROAD RANGE

205 Liverpool Road, Birkdale, Southport, PR8 4PH

FREEPHONE: 0800 027 6230

www.roadrange.co.uk
Liverpool, Southport, Wirral & Beyond...

“We have the drive to match your ambition”
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Saturday 18th May to Saturday 25th
May 2002
‘Oliver’
a Birkdale Orpheus Society
Production

Wednesday 29th May to Saturday
1st June 2002
‘Cabaret’

an Ormskirk Operatic Society
Production

Wednesday 5th June to Saturday
8th June 2002
Peg%y For You’

Alan Plater
dlrected by Hugh Wolfson
an SDC Bar Production

Wednesday 12th June to Saturday
15th June 2002
‘Camelot’
directed by Eric Rimmer
a Maghull Operatic Society
Production

Wednesday 19th June to Saturday
22nd June 2002
‘Murdered to Death’
by Peter Gordon

a Sefton Theatre Co. Production

Saturday 29th June to Saturday 6th
July 2002
‘The Pyjama Game’
a Southport Operatic Society
Production

The Little
Theatre Dates for Your Diary .=

Hoghton Street,

SOUTHPORT DRAMATIC CLUB [ A3
Bedroom Farce

SD( Season 2002-2003 SD(C
by Alan Ayckbourne

The Perfect Murder
20th - 28th September 2002
s m 28th February - 8th March 2003

by Hugh Jane
The Herbal Bed
by Peter Whelan
18th - 26th October 2002

Amy's View
by David Hare

Business Affairs 28th March - 5th April 2003
by John Chapman and Jeremy Lloyd

22nd - 30th November 2002

Robin Hood
and the Babes in the Wood
19th December 2002 - 5th January 2003

Nobody's Perfect
by Simon Williams
24th January - 1st February 2003

Nude Violin
by Noel Coward
25th April - 3rd May 2003

Loot
by Joe Orton
3rd - 7th June 2003 - Out of Season
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Seeing a show?
Make a night of it!
Have a meal - See a show

A stylish place to meet, enjoy a meal, a superb pint, a quality glass
of wine, a speciality cocktail or simply the best cup of coffee.
Open 9.30am - 11.00pm 7 Days a week
Serving food, drinks & coffee all day

Stage Door
Special
£5.95 - 2 Courses
£7.95 - 3 Courses

Happy Hours

(only when dining)

House Red or White
Wine £2 off
5.00pm - 7.30pm

Telephone
01704 513722

20A/B Hoghton Street
Southport, Merseyside PR9 OPA
(In front of the Little Theatre)




It’s your life...

Financial planning should never be a case of ‘Better the Devil you know!’
Who's your Guardian Angel?

Ludlow & Co Independent Financial Advisors ® 172 Lord Street ® Southport PR9 0QA
T: 01704 500324 « F: 01704 500965 ® E: Ludlow@ludco.co.uk

Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority



A Brief History of Jubilees

3000BC First Royal Jubilee celebrated in Ancient
(approx) Egypt (Originally for a period of 49 years
and not 50!).

1265 Henry Il first English monarch to live
long enough to celebrate a jubilee.

1377 Edward Il in quick succession becomes
second monarch to reach a jubilee.

No jubilees for 432 years. Elizabeth |
comes closest with 45 years on the

Throne.
1809 Golden Jubilee of George III.
1887 Golden Jubilee Of Queen Victoria.

£300,000 spent on decorations in
London alone.

1897 Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria.
Term Diamond Jubilee created by The

Times.
1920 Southport Dramatic Club formed.
1926 Princess Elizabeth of York born.

1935 First Time a Silver Jubilee is celebrated
for King George V.

1936 Little Theatre built.

1952 Accession of Elizabeth II.

1977 Silver Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II.
SDC perform Vivat Vivat Regina.

2002 Golden Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II.

!



H.M. Queen Elizabeth Il



