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Director’s Notes

ere’s a light frivolity to take you into the New Year
with our very best wishes to all. We hope you can
relax and play along with our four characters as
they attempt to disentangle their relationships on a

summer’s day.

We have enjoyed reviving the first major success of this now
highly acclaimed comedy playwright.

Joyce Goldsworth

Director



=

uwuummmu

AL

ﬂMJumumu
= il

U J\U

CRAIG FOSTER ARCHITECT

State House, 22 Dale Street,

Liverpool, L2 4UR.
Tel : 0151 236 0234

Full Architect's services:-
- Commercial / Office Premises.

- Restaurants.
- Industrial Units

- Retail Units.

- Shopfitting.

- Interior Design.

- Private Housing.
- Building Surveys.
- Land Surveys.

To ensure your wishes are carried out sympathetically

we will look after your legal
needs, advise on tax and

prepare your Will.

We provide a full range of
legal services for older people.

If you live in Southport or Formby

we can visit you at home.

Maxwell
N Entwistle

Michael Yates
01704 878638

11 Chapel Lane, Formby




Introduction

L n general, the people who liked this play when it was first seen
remarked that it was “well-constructed”; those that didn’t call it old-
fashioned. If the latter is true then | suppose it’s because, as the song

goes, I am too. As to whether it’s well constructed, well, in a way I hope

it is, since I did not set out consciously to write a “well made” play. I

think this is important for a playwright to do at least once in his life,

since as in any science, he cannot l)(';:in to shatter theatrical convention
or break golden rules until he is reasonably sure in himself what they are
and how they were arrived at.

And this knowledge is really only acquired as a result of having plays
produced. torn apart and reassembled by actors and held up to public
scrutiny for praise or ridicule. I suppose I am extremely lucky, writing
for a small theatre company as I did for so many years, to have had
almost a dozen plays put through this very process before reaching the
age of thirty. Not only this, but to have had to fight all the limitations of
a small theatre - the number of actors available, difficulties of staging,
even lighting complications - and, most important, being aware that if my
play didn’t at least break even at the box office, we’d all be out of a job
on Monday. I wrote, in a sense, to order, and there was no harm in this,
since the order was always of a technical nature and dealt only minimally
with content. But there is no sharper lesson for a dramatist than to find
himself sharing a dressing-room with an actor for whom he has written

an impossible quick change.

I wrote this play originally as a result of a phone call from the Stephen
Joseph, a truly remarkable man of the theatre. without whose
unrelenting deadlines this would never have been written and to whom |
dedicate this play, sadly, but with great affection. He asked me then
simply for a play which would make people laugh when their seaside
holidays were spoiled by the rain and they came into the theatre to get
dry before trudging back to their landladies. This seemed to me as
worthwhile a reason for writing a play as any, so I try to comply. hope

I have succeeded.”

Alan Ayckbourn

These are Sir Alan’s words about Relatively Speaking - written in 1968



RAY MANN

In over thirty seasons with the S.D.C.,
Ray has played a rich variety of roles. He
especially enjoys having direct access to
the audience; for example. when playing
the narrator in such plays as “Scent of
Flowers’, ‘Royal Hunt of the Sun’, “Cider
with Rosie” and, more recently, "Dancing
at Lughnasa’.

The Club’s occasional musical have also
allowed Ray “to tackle” the audience, too;
his favourite roles being the Lion in
‘Wizard of Oz", Joe in ‘Good Companions’
and the Dame in seventeen pantomimes.
Of course, conventional roles are equally
satisfying and Ray has particularly
enjoyed playing sophisticated characters.
such as Mr. Knightley in “Emma’, the
Scarlet Pimpernel and Tony in “Dial "M’
for Murder’.

CATHERINE GREENHALGH

A member of the SDC since April 1998,
Catherine has enjoyed playing various
roles both on and off stage. Her initiation
period as backstage crew on “Lady
Windermere'’s Fan’ led to becoming a
barmaid in the Theatre bar. an ice-cream
seller and even a backstage “Tea-Lady’.

Playing ‘Fiona’ in the Summer Youth
Production of ‘How the Other Half Loves®
was her first acting role and after a
fleeting (but dramatic) part in “Witness
for the Prosecution’. Catherine is very
pleased to be playing “Ginny” in

‘Relatively Speaking’. "
Catherine has been accepted at the Drama /
Studio. London, to train for a career in |

the professional theatre.




MATTHEW WOODHAMS

Matthew is a relative newcomer to the
club, having joined only last year, but has
managed to clock up good experience in
‘Lady Windermere’s Fan’ (as an
Australian) and in “Witness for the
Prosecution’ (as a nerd).

This is Matthew's second Ayckbourn
production, the first being last summer’s
younger members’ fund-raiser - ‘How the

Other Half Loves’. Coincidentally
Matthew played opposite Catherine in
that production. a partnership that
worked well and is repeated here.

Matthew is also a member of the S.A.0.S.

and enthusiastically sang and danced his

way through many musicals before joining
the S.D.C..

EILEEN HUXTABLE

Since 1977 and her appearance in Alan
Ayckbourn’s ‘Absurd Person Singular’,
ileen has been hoping for another
opportunity to appear in a ])[(1.\‘ 11)' this
most successful playwright since Somerset
Maugham or Noel Coward.

As luck would have it. in 1990 she was
asked to co-direct, with her husband

Clifford, one of the ‘Norman Conquests’
trilogy. ‘Round and Round the Garden’.

And now, in 1999, her chance has come to

play Sheila in “Relatively Speaking’, the
writing so technically adroit, an actress’s
(lr(’(l'" come true.




REIATIVELY SPEAKING

by Alan Ayckbourn

Directed by Joyce Goldsworth

CAST
Phil Carter RAY MANN
Sheila Carter EILEEN HUXTABLE
Greg Poynter MATTHEW WOODHAMS
Ginny Whittaker CATHERINE GRREENHALGH

The action of the play takes place during a summer

Sunday in London and the country. Time: 1960’s.

Aet 1

Scene One  Ginny’s bedsit-flat in London
Scene Two  The garden of a country house - “The

Willows’, Lower Pendon, Bucks.

Aect 2

Scene One  The same garden a moment later

Scene Two  The same garden an hour or so later.
‘The Willows’ the piano theme has been written and

played by Joyce Goldsworth

There will be one interval of approximately 20 minutes

®



STAGE CREW

Stage Manager CHRIS RATCLIFFE
Asst. Stage Manager GRAHAM RATCLIFFE
Prompt MARGARET HILL
Properties JAN HALE
MARJORIE COTTRILL
Lights Roy CARR
Sound ANDREW GREGSON
Crew JOHN BRINDLE

CLIFFORD HUXTABLE

Set built by ProbucTion TEAM
Set painted by BoB JESSAMINE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS/THANKS

Sefton Council for plants
Mr & Mrs Alty for loan of garden furniture.

Lady Green Nurseries for loan of bench and flowers

SMOKING IS PROHIBITED IN THE AUDITORIUM
THE PUBLIC MAY LEAVE AT THE END OF THE PERFORMANCE BY ALL EXITS AND ALL
EXIT DOORS WILL. AT THAT TIME, BE OPEN. IF THE PUBLIC LEAVE IN AN ORDERLY
MANNER. THIS THEATRE CAN BE EMPTIED IN THREE MINUTES OR LESS.
WE WELCOME PATRONS TO OUR LICENSED BAR WHICH IS OPEN BEFORE AND AFTER
EACH EVENING PERFORMANCE

Theatre Licensee: Charles R. Mook
An induction loop is installed in this theatre for the benefit of hearing impaired persons.

Please turn your hearing aid to “T"

&



Secono Chance

First Choice China and Glassware

8 Portland St. Southport (corner King St)
Tel Southport 538329

Exciting new range of Quality China in our extended shop

Up to 40 % OFF top brands

Al White & Swirl English Bone China, Famous Calico & Duchess for the discerning.
Superb British and Continental Giftware, Uases, Table-ware, Planters, Cookware
Excellence in China & Glassware al Exceptional Prices

10% off
with this
programme

O A FULL VARIETY
PERFORMANCE...

,  Let me take the drama out of supplying and fitting your new
beautiful bathroom, en-suite or kitchen. Or give a warm
welcome to a new or serviced boiler/central heating system.
You will want to applaud the quality of my electrical or plumbing
work - and gas work usually brings a standing ovation.

But seriously...I am a qualified and reliable tradesman who can complete work
to certified standards, who turns up when agreed, who gives detailed free
estimates, and who ensures that you are fully satisfied with the final outcome.

DO YOU NEED ANY PROMPTING?

PETER DAVIES

Telephone: 01704 505474
Re(;?::grled Mobile: 0976 263267
FOR ALL ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING AND GAS WORK




Alan Ayckbourn

lan Ayckbourn was born in Hampstead, London on 12 April

1939, son of Horace Ayckbourn and Irene Maude (née Worley).

Married Christine Helen (née Roland) in 1959 and they have two
sons. He was awarded the CBE in 1987 and Knighted in 1997 for service
to the theatre.

His first professional theatre job was with Donald Wolfit at the
Edinburgh Festival in 1956. The following year he joined Stephen
Joseph’s Theatre in the Round, Scarborough as an actor and stage
manager and it was there he wrote his first play, ‘The Square Cat’ was
first performed. He went on to work all over England and was a BBC
Radio drama producer from 1965-1970 before returning to the Stephen
Joseph’s Theatre, Scarborough as Artistic Director.

He is the author of over 50 plays, most of which received their first
performances at Scarborough. More than half have subsequently been
produced in the West End, at the Royal National Theatre or the RSC.
His plays have been translated into over 30 languages, are seen on stage
and television all over the world and have won numerous awards, the
most recent being the 1997 Lloyds Private Banking Playwright of the
Year Award for ‘Things We Do For Love’.

He is also an established Director, not only his own work but other
people’s. He received a Play and Players’ Director of the Year Award for
his RNT production of ‘A View from the Bridge’ starring Michael
Gambon and in 1995, his production of Herb Gardener’s ‘Conversations
With My Father’ starring Judd Hirsch transferred from the Stephen
Joseph’s Theatre to the Old Vic. In the United States, his production of
his and Andrew Lloyd Webber’s musical ‘By Jeeves’ was voted by Time
Magazine one of the 10 best productions of 1996.

Also awarded the 1992 Cameron Mackintosh Professor of Contemporary
Theatre at Oxford, is the holder of a number of honorary degrees. Other
accolades include a Montblanc de la Culture Award for Europe for
“establishing a thriving theatrical tradition in Scarborough and for his
dedication and commitment to it” and a Writer’s Guild of Great Britain
Lifetime Achievement Award and is a Fellow of the RSA.



Performance, Fitness /\ ’ 8 Edinburgh Road
Swimwear - u.-ef(a Formby
Gym & Dancewear MQ\/ Merseyside L37 6EP

Tel: 01704 833160

By Mail Order ee— Fax: 01704 831133

DANCEWEAR SHOP FORMBY

All your Dancewear requirements
Ballet Shoes ® Tap Shoes e Character Shoes
Sweatpants - Children’s and Adults
Jazz Shoes - Children’s and Adults

Regulation Leotards ¢ Gymnast Leotards e Tutu’s
Danskin Shimmer Tights ® RAD Seamed Ballet Tights

Tte Ylexcble lecournewear company!

42-46 Eastbank Street
Southport
Merseyside
PR8 1ES

Telephone: 01704 535000




REIATIVELY SPEAKING

This play was presented by Peter Bridge at the Duke of York’s
Theatre, London on 29th March 1967, with the following cast:

Greg RICHARD BRIERS
Ginny JENNIFER HILARY
Philip MiCHAEL HORDERN
Sheila CELIA JOHNSON

Directed by NIGEL PATRICK
Designed by HUTCHINSON ScoTT

I'he action of this play takes place during a summer weekend in
y | 2
London and the country.

No chracter in this play is intended to portray any sepcific
person alive or dead.

This version of Relatively Speaking differs to some extent from
the production at the Duke of York’s Theatre. In particular,
the setting of the first scene has been changed, if any companies
prefer to produce the original version (which does not require
the presence of the bed onstage), scripts of the alternative first
scene can be obtained from the Publishers.

NB: this information was written in the script obtained by the
SDC in February 1970 when it was first performed at the Little
Theatre.

Julia and David Tattersall played the young couple with Fred
Harding and Ann Cornett in the other roles. The play was
directed by Margaret Campion. Ken Burns was Stage Manager
with his assistants, his wife, Vera and Judy Wells (Hall).
Lighting was by Geoffrey Yates, Ann Sykes was prompt. The set
was designed, constructed and painted by Arthur Nugent.

J.G.
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vaozte Day Nursery,

‘Bambi

3 Shore Road

Ainsdale, Southport.

Positioned conveniently two doors away
Jrom Ainsdale Railway station, you can
leave your little one in the safe hands of
Bambi’s qualified staff and be in town
within minutes.

Proprietor: Miss P. Bamber.
(Principal: Loreto Bamber Dancing Academy)

e ”,

Vouchers accepted - OFSTED Approved - Morning & Afternoon Sessions
Open 8 am until 6pm - closed Bank Holidays only
Qualified Nursery and Teaching Staff

TELEPHONE: 01704 573162

BALLET BALLROOM
MODERN NATIONAL
JAZZ JAR

Principals: Miss Bamber & Miss A. Dunnett
AISTD, MB,NB, TB,BB) Registered teachers RAD.

Loreto Bamber Dancing Acadenty

Do you want to learn to dance?
Courses are available for everyone. All ages welcome
from 21/2 years.
All standards catered for from beginner to advanced
level. Fun tap & jazz for adults.

STUDIOS AT:
New Temple, - 3 Shore Road,
Castle Street, Ainsdale,

18 Southport 01704-538351 Southport. £
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Hoghton Street,
Southport.
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Coming Soon to the %
LITTLE THEATRE %

19th - 27th February at 7.45pm
“All My Sons” by Arthur Miller
Directed by John Sharp

An SDC Production.

®
North West Area of NFAS
Muscials depicted by Outstanding Flowers
Exhibits, Comedy and in costume.
1st March at 7.30pm
2nd March Matinee 2pm and Evening at 7.30pm
Tickets available by telephone 227170
L]
3rd - 6th March at 7.45
Sefton Theatre Company
“The MatchmaRer”
L]
19th - 27th March
“Dead Guilty” by Richard Harris
Directed by Pat Sutcliffe.

An SDC Production.
L]
29th - 31st March at 7.30pm
Towns Women'’s Guild
Delightful evenings of one act plays
[ ]
23rd April ~ 1st May
“Mansfield ParR” by Jane Austen
Directed by Margaret Mann.

An SDC Production.




For the best reporting of
live theatre in the area,

Chmpi on

NEWSPAPERS

every Wednesday

Telephone: 01704 531302




