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Director’s Notes

Welcome to the SDC and The Little Theatre for tonight’s production
of “Don’t Dress for Dinner” by Marc Camoletti.

[t became clear very early on in rehearsal that this play would only
work if we kept up a very fast pace ~ not easy when most of my actors
cue lines are “er” or “why” or “yes”. However with a “dream team”
of a cast, they make it look very easy.

It has been very entertaining exploring the relationships of these 6
characters - though how they all came to be in the same place at the
same time, I do not know!

I hope you enjoy the many twists and turns of this hilarious comedy
as much as we have enjoyed rehearsing it. My personal thanks to all
of my cast and the backstage team who have worked so hard to
provide you with what I am sure you will find a very entertaining
evening, but especially to Trudi Hirsch who has stepped into the very
demanding role of Suzette at such short notice due to the unfortunate
illness of Mandy Findlay. We all wish Mandy a speedy recovery.
Finally to you our audience, we are grateful for your support and hope
that you enjoy a hilarious dinner date with us.



Mike Yates is one of the few actors who are
equally at home acting on stage or working
backstage. Doing anything from running
shows as the stage manager to mucking in as
a stage hand every year in pantomime. His
many memorable acting roles include
Atahualpa in “Royal Hunt of the Sun”, a play
that Little Theatre audiences are still talking
about, twenty years on.

Mike is no stranger to comedy. You may
remember him as the Yorkshire compere in
Mike Harding’s “Last Tango in Whitby” and
in leading roles in “Court in the Act” and
“Private Lives”.

Poppy Flanagan is one of the SDC’s most
versatile actresses, adept at both serious
drama and comedy. Many will remember her
playing opposite Mike Yates in “Private
Lives” also in “Court in the Act” where she
played an audacious courtesan. In complete
contrast she played a wonderfully harassed
housewife in “Small Family Business”.
Lovers of period plays will remember
Poppy’s sensitive portrayal of Irene in “The
Forsyte Saga”.



To ensure your wishes are carried out sympathetically
we will look after your legal
needs, advise on tax and
prepare your Will.

We provide a full range of
legal services for older people.

If you live in Southport or Formby
we can visit you at home.

R Michael Yates

0) Entwistle 01704 878638
11 Chapel Lane, Formby

Secono Chance

First Choice China and Glassware

8 Portland St. Southport (corner King St)
Tel Southport 538329
Exciting new range of Quality China in our extended shop
Up to 40 % OFF top brands
DIl White & Swirl English Bone China, Famous Calico & Duchess For the discerning.

Superb British and Continental GiFtware, Vases, Table-ware, Planters, Cookware
Excellence in China & Glassware al Exceptional Prices

10% off
with this

programme




Mike Stowell is a familiar face to SDC
audiences. A natural wit, Mike has used
his comic timing in many different
plays. Recent roles included the self-
centered hypochondriac in “Malade
Imaginaire” and not one but 5 different
[talian brothers in “Small Family
Business”. Can anyone forget his
entrance in that play, dressed in string
vest, underpants and a ball and chain!
Those of us who saw “Corpse” ten
years ago, are still talking about his
performance as a woman, a man and a
transvestite twin brother. Now that’s
versatility!

Who can you ask to step in and learn a
major part in a fast moving comedy just
3 weeks before a play opens? The
answer - Trudi Hirsch. This is exactly
how Trudi came to be playing this
pivotal role in tonight’s production.
Trudi’s part tonight is rather different
from the last time she trod the boards at
the Little, as the naive, principled Lady
Windermere in last season’s closing
period play. Regular SDC patrons will
remember with fondness Trudi’s
heartrending portrayal of the title role
in “Cuckoo”.



Save money and book
some great nights out.

Next year see 4 plays for the price of 3.

Half Season Tickets for the second half of the
season available from the box office.

Seats A-L £18.00
Seats M-Q £1.5:08
Monday nights £14.25

Book your second half season ticket
at the box office.

Tel 01704 - 530521 / 530460




Don't Dress for Dinner
Directed by Sally Roberts

Cast in order of Appearance

Bernard Mike Yates
Jacqueline Poppy Flanagan
Robert Mike Stowell
Suzette Trudi Hirsch
Suzanne Helen Pickavance
George Craig Foster

Production Team

Stage Manager Roy Carr

Prompt Gay Stowell

Props Jenny Parker & Don Parker

Lighting Colin Wood & Ben Garside

Set Design Craig Foster

Sound Michele Martin

ASM Sandra Unsworth, Harry Jepson
& Margaret Jepson

Set Built by Peter Beswick

Derek Haywood
Lindsay Haywood
Bill Davies

Nick Evans

Special thanks to Alan Foxall from Southport Parks
Department for the generous loan of plants and flowers,
and to Pam Bamber for Tango lessons.




Don't Dress for Dinner

written by

Marc Camoletti
ACT 1

Early evening in the main living room of a country
house some distance from Paris.

INTERVAL &

ACT 2 ', g |

Two hours later in the same house.

For the benefit of hearing impaired patrons this theatre
has an induction loop. To use this facility please turn
your hearing aid to “T”. Additional hearing aids are
available from the theatre.

Patrons are welcome in our licensed bar downstairs
before & after tonight’s performance. Why not beat
the rush and pre-order your interval drinks in the bar?




Pantomime lovers will remember
Helen Pickavance in the 1994/5
production of  “Goldilocks & The
Three Bears™. In this Helen played the
wonderfully cack-handed and un-
cooperative Fairy. “A fairy with
attitude™ as our friends across the pond
would say. The following year in
“Cinderella” Helen played a stunning
Dandini with principal boy’s legs that
would make any actress envious.
Helen has also acted in several recent
plays including “Steel Magnolias”,
with Trudi Hirsch.

As well as acting in tonight’s play
Craig Foster has also designed the set
and the poster. Craig’s previous acting
roles have often been in uniform
ranging from an officer in “Conduct
Unbecoming” to the Policeman in the
farce “It runs in the Family”. When he
finishes this play he will be donning his
backstage black clothing and joining
Mike Yates to help prepare for the
pantomime. Every Christmas both he
and Mike can be found with the stage
crew, man-handling scenery to create
the beautiful sets that are a feature of
SDC pantomimes.




42-46 Eastbank Street
Southport
Merseyside
PR8 1ES

Telephone: 01704 535000

—

Full Architect's services:-

B [ D \[_] I_u U - Commercial / Office Premises.

Restaurants.

- Industrial Units
- Retail Units.
- Shopfitting.

= =3
“[: =

- Interior Design.

- Private Housing.
- Building Surveys.
- Land Surveys.

CRAIG FOSTER ARCHITECT
State House, 22 Dale Street,

Liverpool, L2 4UR.

Tel : 0151 236 0234




4 Registered
vaate Day Nursery,

‘Bambi

3 Shore Road

Ainsdale, Southport.

Positioned conveniently two doors away
from Ainsdale Railway station, you can
leave your little one in the safe bands of
Bambi’s qualified staff and be in town
within minutes.

Proprietor: Miss P. Bamber.

(Principal: Loreto Bamber Dancing Academy)
Vouchers accepted - OFSTED Approved - Morning & Afternoon Sessions
Open 8 am until 6pm - closed Bank Holidays only

Qualified Nursery and Teaching Staff

TELEPHONE: 01704 573162

BALLET BALLROOM
MODERN NATIGONAT:
JAZZ TAP

Principals: Miss Bamber & Miss A. Dunnett
AISTD, MB,NB,TB,BB) Registered teachers RAD.

Loreto Bamber Dancing Academ)

Do you want to learn to dance?
Courses are available for everyone. All ages welcome
from 21/2 years.
All standards catered for from beginner to advanced
level. Fun tap & jazz for adults.

STUDIOS AT:

New Temple, s 3 Shore Road,
Castle Street, Ainsdale,
e Southport 01704-538351 Southport. )




Marc Camoletti - Playwright

Marc Camoletti is best known for his smash hit play “Boeing Boeing”
which ran in the West End of London at the Apollo Theatre for seven
years. “Boeing Boeing” was later made into a film starring Jerry
Lewis and Tony Curtis.

Marc Camoletti’s world wide acclaim as a playwright spans thirty
years. In Paris alone he calculated that 240 actors have appeared in 15
of his plays in 11 different theatres over 33 years. “Don’t Dress for
Dinner” is also known as “Happy Birthday” in another translation
from the original French, premiered in Paris in 1985 and has notched
up over 1000 performances.

Little Theatre Building Fund Raising

Thanks to the enormous efforts of the many members and friends of
the SDC we are very close to our target required to buy the Little
Theatre.

This is wonderful news. We look forward to announcing forthcoming
productions in our very own Theatre. Which production will be the
first in our own Theatre, remains to be seen.

Thank you for your continued support. Don’t forget every ticket,
programme and drink in the bar helps bring us closer to our dream of
preserving the future of live theatre for not just the SDC but for the
many other clubs and societies that use the marvelous facilities of the
Little.



Performance, Fitness /\ ¥ 8 Edinburgh Road
Swimwear - u'-eecar Formby
Gym & Dancewear wu Merseyside L37 6EP

Tel: 01704 833160

By Mail Order = Fax: 01704 831133

DANCEWEAR SHOP FORMBY

All your Dancewear requirements
Ballet Shoes ¢ Tap Shoes e Character Shoes
Sweatpants - Children’s and Adults
Jazz Shoes - Children’s and Adults

Regulation Leotards ¢ Gymnast Leotards ® Tutu’s
Danskin Shimmer Tights ® RAD Seamed Ballet Tights

The Ylexible lecounewearn company!

Get your Christmas off to a |
great start by booking your
tickets for Southport’s -
most spectacular Pantomime.
“Jack & The Beanstalk” opens /i
Tuesday 22nd December.
Why not do your late night ¢
Christmas shopping and 4_
then come along here and
get into the festive mood
at the pantomime?




Coming Soon to the iy
# SDC | \TTLE THEATRER

SOUTHPORT 22nd January ~ 30th January
v DRAMA“C “Relatively SpeaRing”
B by Sir Alan Ayckbourn Vintage comedy
w arising from one man’s jealousy, by this
” popular playwright. This was his first
_ play to achieve commercial success.

The Little 19th February ~ 27th February

“All My Sons” by Arthur Miller
Theatre A compelling drama of love and guilt set

in the perfect suburban family living in
1947 in the American mid-West.

19th March ~ 27th March
“Dead Guilty” by Richard Harris
A tense psychological thriller from the
author of “Stepping Out”. Julia is
recovering from a car accident but what
is the secret she is hiding?
23rd April ~ 1st May
Hoghton Street, “Mansfield ParR” by Jane Austen
Southport. The tale of Fanny Price, the poor relation
Telephone: . ¥ A
(01704) of the affluent Bertrams who live in
530521/530460 Mansfield Park. A classic costume drama.




For the best reporting of
live theatre in the area,
read:

every Wednesday

Telephone: 01704 531302




