iness for the
Prosecution

A Courtroom Drama

Directed by
Robin Hirsch

25th September : 3rd October 1998 at 7. 45pm

Sponsored by
DUNCAN SHEARD GLASS CO.

REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 221585

THE LITTLE THEATRE - HOGHTON STREET, SOUTHPORT
Box Office: 01704 530521/530460

PRINTED BY MITCHELL & WRIGHT LTD. TEL: 01704 535529




DUNCAN SHEARD GLASS
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

45 Hoghton Street
Southport

Merseyside

PRY OPG

Tel: 01704 532722/533936
Fax: 01704 500113

Merseyside’s leading firm of independent chartered accountants is
delighted to be able to support the Southport Dramatic Club’s latest

production.

With a history in Merseyside dating back for 110 years, DSG’s Southport
office is going from strength to strength. Our success is based on partnership
- by seeing our clients as individuals, we can help them find the best way to

develop their business.

Why not call in and see us for an informal chat? We are always happy to

meet new people.

Enjoy tonight’s performance.

POSITIVE
PROFESSIONAL
ADVICE




hairman’s Letter

elcome Ladies and Gentlemen to the 1998-1999 season at
the Little Theatre. I hope you will enjoy the selection of
plays that have been chosen for the coming year.

As you may know we, as the Southport Dramatic Club, are trying to
purchase the Little Theatre and we hope to complete the fund raising
by the end of the year and with your help our aims could well be
achieved.

We are not far from our target and the Club is doing all it can to raise
the necessary remaining funds, and we are sure all our loyal
supporters will be right behind our efforts.



Courtroom scene

The Prosecuting Counsel at work



irector’s Notes

t the beginning of each new Season of Plays at the Little
Theatre, there is always an underlying air of excitement and
expectation amongst the membership.

What will the opening play be like? What will the season bring? Will
we maintain the standards we have reached in the past? Will new
talent come to light? What new plays will be released? What revivals
are to be considered? Who will be asked to act, direct, stage-manage
or “crew”? A hundred and one questions, and opinions, are tossed
backwards and forwards between members, at this time every year.
The answers are nigh!

We open our season with a play by one of this Century’s most popular
playwrights - Agatha Christie’s well-known favourite “Witness for the
Prosecution”. I am sure there is something of the armchair detective
in all of us and a courtroom drama provides a challenge for actors and
audience alike. We hope you, our audiences, will join in our feelings
of pleasurable anticipation and that in turn, we provide you with an
evening of excitement, intrigue and enjoyment in true Agatha Christie
tradition.

Robin Hirsch



Agatha Christie

orn Mary Clarissa Miller in 1890 in Torquay was the daughter of Frederick Alvah

Miller, an American from New York who died when she was young. She was
then brought up by her English mother, who encouraged her to write poetry, short
stories and guided her reading ability.

Her early efforts in writing, which she found difficult at first, have been characterised
as sad and sentimental. When she was sixteen, she was sent to Paris to study singing,
but since she was very shy and without a strong enough voice for opera, a vocal
career was out of the question. She then went to Cairo with her mother and wrote a
novel and several short stories, but none were published. During this period she was
encouraged by a neighbour, Eden Phillpotts.

In 1912 she became engaged to Colonel Archibald Christie of the Royal Flying Corps
and just after the start of the First World War they were married. Whilst her husband
was away in France, Mrs Christie worked in the dispensary of the local Voluntary Aid
Detachment Hospital where she was too busy to write, but made plans to write a
detective story.

She wrote much of “The Mysterious Affair at Styles™ (her first Poirot story) at odd
moments whilst working and completed it during a holiday on Dartmoor. The
manuscript was rejected several times, but was finally accepted and Mrs Christie was
paid the sum of $125. But this was enough to give her encouragement to continue as
a writer. After completing six books and an anthem of poetry, “The Road of Dreams”
(1925), she also had a daughter called Rosalind.

The death of her mother and the impending breakup of her marriage caused the much
publicised “disappearance” as a result of amnesia, this brought increased sales, but
also notoriety and unpleasantness to Mrs Christie.

After her divorce in 1928 she travelled abroad and in 1930 she met Max Mallowan
assistant to the famous archaeologist Sir Leonard Woolley - they were married in
September that year. They then spent several months each year in Syria and Iraq and
whilst she helped her husband with his photography, she also found time to write as
there were no distractions. Her novels became best sellers, were serialised in
magazines and translated into more than 100 foreign languages. How many books she
has sold over the years is for you to guess (1,000,000)?

She also used two pseudonyms - Mary Westmacott and Agatha Christie Mallowan.

She was made a Commander Order of the British Empire (CBE) in 1958 and Dame
Commander Order of the British Empire (DBE) in 1971 and died in 1976.



“WITNESS FOR THE PROSECUTION”

by Agatha Christie
Directed by Robin Hirsch

CAST IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE

Greta, Typist to Sir Wilfrid
Carter, Sir Wilfrid’s Chief Clerk
Mr Mayhew, a solicitor
Leonard Vole

Sir Wilfrid Robarts, QC
Inspector Hearne
Plain-Clothes Detective
Romaine

Clerk of the Court

Mr Justice Wainwright
Alderman

Mr Myers, QC

Court Usher

Court Stenographer
Warder

The Judge’s Clerk

1st Barrister

2nd Barrister

Ist Member of the Jury
2nd Member of the Jury
3rd Member of the Jury
4th Member of the Jury
5th Member of the Jury

A Policeman

Dr Wyatt, a Police Surgeon

Janet Mackenzie

Mr Clegg, a Laboratory Assistant

The Other Woman

EMMA GREGSON
CHARLES PRESTON
JON ELLIS-FOX
ALISTAIR HEWITT
JOHN SHARP

JOHN McCULLOCH
PETER FORSHAW
MARGARET HODGE
IRENE TRIM

BILL BRIGHT

BILL FINN

ARNOLD GORSE

JULIE WHELAN

KATE BESWICK
RODERICK BEARDSELL
CHARLES PRESTON
PETER FORSHAW
CHARLES LAWRENCE
BRIAN FORSHAW
ALAN NEWPORT

VERA BURNS

JOAN PETTITT

ALEC ROBSON
JONATHAN GRIMSHAW
NORMAN HOPE

BETTY MOOK
MATTHEW WOODHAMS
CATHERINE GREENHALGH



THE ACTION TAKES PLACE

ACT ONE - The Chambers of Sir Wilfrid Robarts, QC - afternoon

ACT TWO - The Central Criminal Court, London - better known as The Old
Bailey1 six weeks later - morning

ACT THREE
Scene 1 The Chambers of Sir Wilfrid Robarts, Q.C., the same evening
Scene 2 The Old Bailey, the next morning

During Act Three, Scene 2, the lights are lowered to donate the passing of
one hour.

Time - Autumn and Winter 1956

THERE WILL BE A FULL INTERVAL BETWEEN ACTS I AND II
WITH COFFEE AND BAR FACILITIES AND A FIVE MINUTE
INTERMISSION BETWEEN ACTS II AND II1.

STAGING

Stage Manager Lindsay Haywood
Assistant Stage Manager (Cast) Pippa Dunnett
Assistant Stage Manager (Book) Margaret Jepson
Lights Harry Jepson
Sound Roy Carr
Props Trudi Hirsch
Wardrobe Jayne Barty
Stage Crew Nick Evans, Victoria Alcock Nick Murray
Set Built By Nick Evans, Bill Davies, Roy Carr, Nick Murray,

Lindsay Haywood, Harry Jepson, Derek Haywood
Set Designer Lindsay Haywood
Set Painter Bob Jessamine

Acknowledgements

Southport Art Centre for loan of Rostra
The Shelbourne Hotel for loan of court chairs



For reasons of public safety we regret that the theatre cannot accept wheelchairs
or their occupants. The Management reserves the right to refuse admission to
this auditorium, after curtain up, until a suitable opportunity occurs. First aid
facilities are provided at this theatre by St. John Ambulance Brigade, whose
members give their services voluntarily.

SMOKING IS PROHIBITED IN THE AUDITORIUM.

The public may leave at the end of the performance by all exits and all exit
doors will be at that time open. If the public leave in an orderly manner
THIS THEATRE CAN BE EMPTIED IN THREE MINUTES OR LESS.

We welcome patrons into our licensed bar which is open before and after
each performance.

THEATRE LICENSEE CHARLES R. MOOK

An induction loop is installed in this theatre for the benefit of hearing impaired patrons.
Please turn your hearing aid to “T".
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Sir Wilfrid Robarts, QC Chambers



'1 Full Architect’s services:-

y - Commercial / Office Premises.
‘ - Restaurants.
\
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- Industrial Units
- Retail Units.

- Shopfitting.

- Interior Design.
- Private Housing.
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- Building Surveys.
- Land Surveys.

CRAIG FOSTER ARCHITECT

State House, 22 Dale Street,
Liverpool, L2 4UR.
Tel : 0151 236 0234

BT Biennial

LADIES WHO LUNCH

by
TUDOR GATES
Directed by
PAT BALL
OCTOBER 16th - 24th at 7:45pm v

BT;}‘}?/( SPONSORED BY MIDLAND BANK BT‘;‘?




Mr. Mayhew, a solicitor, & Romaine Justice Wainwright & Alderman
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Forthcoming
Attractions at the

27thNovember-5thDecember Nightly at 7.45pm
“DON’T DRESS FOR DINNER”
by Mark Canoletti - an hilarious comedy
Directed by Sally Roberts

Sponsored by Mitchell & Wright -

22ndDecember-10thJanuary 1999
Nightly at 7.30pm

“JACK AND THE
BEANSTALK?”

A family pantomime with songs from the shows

Directed by Hilary Thomson

22nd-30thJanuary Nightly at 7.45pm

“RELATIVELY
SPEAKING”

by Alan Ayckbourne - at his very best

Directed by Joyce Goldsworth




42-46 Eastbank Street
Southport
Merseyside
PR8 1ES

Telephone: 01704 535000

Performance, Fitness 8 Edinburgh Road
Swimwear /_\ Formby
Gym & Dancewear Merseyside L37 6EP
\_/ Tel: 01704 833160

By Mail Order Fax: 01704 831133

DANCEWEAR SHOP FORMBY

All your Dancewear requirements
Ballet Shoes e Tap Shoes e Character Shoes
Sweatpants - Children’s and Adults
Jazz Shoes - Children’s and Adults

Regulation Leotards ¢ Gymnast Leotards e Tutu’s
Danskin Shimmer Tights ® RAD Seamed Ballet Tights

Ttie flexible lecsanewear company!




Secono Chance

First Choice China and Glassware

8 Portland St. Southport (corner King St)
Tel Southport 538329
Exciting new range of Quality China in our extended shop
Up to 40 % OFF top brands
All White & Swirl English Bone China, Famous Calico & Duchess for the discerning.
Superb British and Continental Giftware, Vases, Table-ware, Planters, Cookware

Excellence in China & Glassware at Exceptional Prices

10% off
with this
programme

SWNEN

PRINTERS LTD

The Print Works, Banastre Road, Southport PR8 5AL




( Registered A
vaate Day Nursery,

‘Bambi

3 Shore Road
Ainsdale, Southport.

Positioned conveniently two doors away
Jrom Ainsdale Railway station, you can
leave your little one in the safe hands of
Bambi’s qualified staff and be in town
within minutes.

Proprietor: Miss P. Bamber.

(Principal: Loreto Bamber Dancing Academy)

Vouchers accepted - OFSTED Approved - Morning & Afternoon Sessions

Open 8 am until 6pm - closed Bank Holidays only
Qualified Nursery and Teaching Staff

TELEPHONE: 01704 573162

BALLET BALLROOM
MODERN NATIONAL
JAZZ TAP

Principals: Miss Bamber & Miss A. Dunnett
AISTD, MB,NB, TB,BB) Registered teachers RAD.

Loreto Bamber Dancing Academy

Do you want to learn to dance?

Courses are available for everyone. All ages welcome
from 21/2 years.

All standards catered for from beginner to advanced
level. Fun tap & jazz for adults.

STUDIOS AT:
New Temple, oy 3 Shore Road,
Castle Street, o) Ainsdale,
\_ Southport 01704-538351 Southport. 1)




For the best reporting of
live theatre in the area,
read:

e

Champion
every Wednesday

Telephone: 01704 531302




