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Swiss Life are pleased to sponsor this production
of Lost in Yonkers and we would like to take this
opportunity to wish the Southport Dramatic Club
every success with their production.

For those of you who are unfamiliar with Swiss Life,
we are part of one of the largest insurance
companies in Europe, with worldwide assets in
excess of £38 billion and in the UK we insure over 2
million people. In the UK we market our range

of protection and investment products through
Independant Financial Advisers.

We hope that you enjoy this production and we
would like to thank you for supporting the
Southport Dramatic Club.

NGIETS

Steve Burnett
Managing Director
Swiss Life (UK) plc
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Naturally nothing
can compensate for a
tragedy. But Life
Assurance pays out a
lump sum on your
death and provides
protection for your
dependants.

Doesn’t it make
sense to look after
your family’s future,
now? '

Without
Life Assurance,
you could
leave them

A ina
“ 2 tight spot.

For more information please contact your Independant Financial Adviser or
telephone 01179 711177 for a list of Independant Financial Advisers in your area.
Swiss Life (UK) plc is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority.
Swiss Llife fully supports the principle of Independant Financial Advice.



SURVIVAL WITH A
SMILE

Yonkers is part of the New York metropolis and it is situated
close to the Bronx, north east of the central area of Manhattan. Its
curious name comes from a Dutch settler of the early seventeenth
century, who was nicknamed ‘De Jonkheer’ or squire. The township
does not merit much of a mention in modern guide-books, as it has
no major sites of interest, other than a race-track. It was, however,
one of the areas settled by immigrants to the United States in the
early part of this century, particularly Jews from central and eastern
Europe.

We tend to associate anti-semitism with Hitler and the Third
Reich, but this problem had a longer history. Persecution was quite
common in the later part of the last century and the early part of
this, and it led to Jews leaving to search for a better life in the New
World. Often this meant a quite difficult start in the the poorer
parts of New York, but many of these Jewish immigrants established
small businesses and in one or two generations became quite well
off. Their stories are part of the epic of survival, survival in difficult
circumstances and often against the odds, but survival at all costs,
which is a major theme of Jewish history throughout the centuries.
Today the Jewish community constitutes a significant part of that
great melting-pot of nations that is the United States.

The first thing that immigrants to the United States saw was
usually the Statue of Liberty, a colossal statue at the entrance to
New York harbour. It contains a plaque with these words.

‘Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free’.



It is no accident that this statue became a symbol for a free
society and a chance to start a new life. Freedom meant a release
from the oppressiveness of the past and it allowed scope for the
expression of the humour that had enabled people to survive. The
comic inventiveness that is found in American entertainment owes
much to the coming together of diverse cultures and ways of
thinking.

In the 1920s the United States enjoyed a period of prosperity, but
it was very different in the 1930s when it was affected by the Great
Depression. The Stock Market crashed and millions were put out of
work. Poverty, hardship and demoralisation were the everyday
experience of many Americans. Even those in work had to struggle
to remain so, though some took the easier option of a life of crime.
Survival meant enterprise, looking for opportunities, even if it meant
leaving the kids behind.

By the early 1940s the Second World War was under way and in
December 1941, following the surprise Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbour, the United States joined in, declaring war on Japan and
Germany. For obvious reasons Jewish communities were amongst those
most conscious of what Fascism represented and they supported the
war effort. In the years that followed American troops fought in
campaigns in Africa, Europe and the Far East.

The play 'Lost in Yonkers' takes place in 1942 when the Depression
was still a reality, but the world was changing as the United States
entered global war. The great issue of survival was to take new forms.
For some people it was on the world stage, but for others the
struggle was at a more domestic level. The learning of courage did not
only occur on a heroic scale, but in bringing wit and resourcefulness
to cope with more mundane realities.

J.S.
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The Print Works, Banastre Road, Southport PR8 5AL

FORUM COURT

“Retirement 21st Century Style”™

* Ownership & Security
* Restaurant
* 24 Hour Staffing

* Domestic/Personal Care

For further information and apartment availability
Please telephone: 01704 533882




NEIL SIMON

I suppose | knew all along that | was going to write about my
family’.

Neil Simon was born in 1927, the second of two sons, and grew
up in the Bronx area of New York in the Depression of the 1930's.
His father was a fabric salesman and was often away from home. His
mother’s family emigrated from Russia at the end of the nineteenth
century. His Jewish family background and early life are described in
‘Brighton Beach Memoirs’ and ‘Biloxi Blues’, both of which have
been made into films. There are similar elements in ‘Lost in
Yonkers’, though it is not strictly speaking autobiographical.

Neil Simon left school at 16 and for a while worked in the
garment industry. For a while he was in the Army Air Force Reserve
Training Programme, but after the war he teamed up with his
brother to work as a scriptwriter. He had always loved comedy. As
a boy he regularly watched the silent movie classics of Chaplin,
Keaton, and Laurel and Hardy. His first writing was as a scriptwriter
for comedians, and his breakthrough came with the material he
provided for Phil Silvers in the 'Bilko' sketches. Later he turned to
full-length plays and in the 1960’s wrote a series of hits, including
‘Barefoot in the Park’, “The Odd Couple’ and ‘The Sunshine Boys’.

Most of Neil Simon’s reputation comes from his ability to write
the witty dialogue that is typical of his Jewish background, but in
‘Lost in Yonkers’ he achieved something more. The play has
characters which are explored in depth and there is a serious
underpinning to the comedy. It is not surprising that it won him his
greatest honour, the Pulitzer Prize of 1991.



Lost1n
Yonkers

by NEIL SIMON
Directed by JOHN SHARP

Cast
LVl R, Graham Davies
Al T A Jamie Gavin
Edd o g Paul Renwick
SElE AR, Sally Roberts
GrafEERE I NILZ........p....ccoocnneionenineies T Thelma Falls-Hand
FOll] O — David Parry
€y RN AR GA W Mandy Evans

The action takes place in an apartment above ‘Kurnitz’s Kandy

Store’ in Yonkers, New York. The time is 1942.

There will be one interval of approximately twenty minutes

An induction loop is installed in this theatre for the benefit of



STAGING

STAGE MANAGERA.. £ vchivcsidiscnidiusenioatistbetyisaseossiitlh Christine Haynes
ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER ..........ccoeevverrverrennnnn. John T. Haynes
PROMPT .....ciiciiesisscrisscnnssinsesssssssisssnnsssnnnnn) €20 VWatkinson
PROBERTIES.......corenemmy o e e LD Janine Grime,
Barbara Crawford
and Blyth Crawford
VVARDROBE.........ccconnssmmnsmmmssnossanssnsmssssansseriiit i BRI Frankie Turner,
Victoria Wilson
LIGHTING: 8 5 gt s oo . 0 Syd Coley,
Dave Tynan
BOLIND. ..ot dnatiat b, o, 508, Andrew Gregson

“BE CAREFUL, IT’S MY HEART
Music and Lyrics by Irving Berlin

Used by special arrangement with The Rodgers and Hammerstein Organization,
on behalf of the Irving Berlin Music Company, 1633 Broadway, Ste. 3801, New
York, New York 10019.”

For reasons of public safety we regret that the theatre cannot accept wheelchairs
or their occupants. The Management reserves the right to refuse admission to this
auditorium, after curtain up, until a suitable opportunity occurs. First aid facilities
are provided at this theatre by St. John Ambulance Brigade, whose members give
their services voluntarily.

SMOKING IS PROHIBITED IN THE AUDITORIUM.

The public may leave at the end of the performance by all exits and all exit doors
will be at that time open. If the public leave in an orderly manner
THIS THEATRE CAN BE EMPTIED IN THREE MINUTES OR LESS.

We welcome patrons into our licensed bar which is open before and after each
performance.

THEATRE LICENSEE CHARLES R. MOOK

earing impaired patrons. Please turn your hearing aid to ‘T".



Graham Davies

Thelma Falls-Hand

Jamie Gavin




BROADBENTS
&
BOOIFETROEDS

present

“SPRINGro HIGRSHERN =

Fashion Show & Entertainment
TUESDAY 17th MARCH 1998

Little Theatre, Hoghton Street,
Southport

Doors open 7.00 p.m. Start 7.45 p.m.
Tickets £7.50 inc. Glass of wine

Tickets Available from either
Customer Services on the 2nd Floor

or
The Little Theatre




8 Edinburgh Road

Performance, Fitness

Swimwear 4 p Formby

Gym & Dancewear wg Merseyside L37 6EP
\/ Tel: 01704 833160

By Mail Order Fax: 01704 831133

DANCEWEAR SHOP FORMBY
All your Dancewear requirements
Ballet Shoes ¢ Tap Shoes ¢ Character Shoes

Sweatpants - Children’s and Adults
Jazz Shoes - Children’s and Adults

Regulation Leotards ¢« Gymnast Leotards « Tutu’s
Danskin Shimmer Tights ¢« RAD Seamed Ballet Tights

Tle {WL’, Leisnenesn coW.’

CHARITY SHOP

Our Charity Shop is now open at
20, Bold Street, Southport

(formerly Bella Bianca)

We are delighted to welcome Members, Subscribers and anyone
inferested in The Little Theatfre between 10.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m. Tuesday
to Saturday. Why not come in and see us for a browse and a chat.

We sell almost anything and are grateful for donations of clothes,
pbooks, toys, household items, in fact any item which could prove useful or
attractive to anyone else.

Volunteer helpers are also needed. We have now raised over £13,000
towards the purchase of our Theatre and thank all members, subscribers
and patrons for their help so far. Please keep on ‘Bringing and Buying’, we
will stay open until our stock dries up.




Sally Roberts

Paul Renwick

Mandy Evans
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LITTLE THEATRE

11th — 14th March 1998

“NO SEX PLEASE
WE’RE BRITISH”

by Anthony Marriot and Alistair Foot
Directed by lan Bryden
A SEFTON THEATRE Co. PRODUCTION

27th March — 4th April 1998
“MURDER BY
MISADVENTIURE”

by Edward Taylor
Directed by Joyce Goldsworth S

24th April = 2nd May 1998

“LADY WINDERMERE'’S FAN”
by Oscar Wilde

Directed by Margaret Mann

6th — 9th May 1998
ORMSKIRK OPERATIC SOCIETY present

“ANYTHING GOES”

18th — 23rd May 1998
BIRKDALE ORPHEUS present

“CALAMITY JANE”




Hewitts

42-46 Eastbank Street
Southport
Merseyside

PR8 1ES

Telephone: 01704 535000

sherriff studios
the photographers

are delighted to be associated with the

SOUTHPORT
DRAMATIC CLUB

SHERRIFF STUDIOS
ACT FAST, TO RAVE REVUES, WITH NO DRAMA

Members of the British Institute of Professional Photographers




Trust us for
that
Special Occasion

PAT BALL AND FAMILY
EXTEND A CORDIAL
INVITATION TO THE
SHELBOURNE HOTEL

Why not take advantage

of our
SENIOR CITIZENS LUNCH
o £395 Th
Served Wednesday/Thursday only é h 1 b C
OUR BAR IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC HOTEL & RESTAURANT
SERVING | LORD STREET WEST
MEALS AND SNACKS SOUTHPORT

Tel. 01704 530278




