THE LITTLE THEATRE

THEHOMEOF THESOUTHPORT DRAMATICCLUB

1-9 February 1985

BEYOND

by
DEREK BENFIELD

Directed by

JANINE GRIME

Sponsored by
‘Rufflette’ Ltd.




Southport
Refrigeration
Services

(C. R. MOOK)

SPECIALIST REPAIRS TO:—

FREEZERS, FRIDGE-FREEZERS
AND HOUSEHOLD REFRIGERATORS

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Ring SOUTHPORT 44639
(ANYTIME)

Commercial & Industrial
Photography

C.H.LOKER

WEDDINGS ADVERTISING
and LEGAL PHOTOGRAPHY

49 Arbour Street, Southport

Telephone 40292



1st—9th MARCH, 1985 NIGHTLY AT 7.45

THE LADY’'S NOT FOR BURNING

by CHRISTOPHER FRY
Directed by Joyce Goldsworth
Romantic Comedy of the 14th Century

Sponsored by Chimneys of Southport

12th—20th APRIL, 1985 NIGHTLY AT 7.45

84 CHARING CROSS ROAD

by HELEN HANFF Adapted by James Roose-Evans
Directed by PAT SUTCLIFFE
A play of enchantment and charm

Sponsored Arnold Gorse, an Associate of ABBEY LIFE

10th—18th MAY, 1985 NIGHTLY AT 7.45

EVERYBODY LOVES OPAL

by JOHN PATRICK
Directed by Benny Darrah
A delightfully funny play

Sponsored by T.S.B., England and Wales




The true
test of time

The time honoured craftsman-
ship of fine quality jewellery
and silverware is reflected in
our comprehensive stock.

We are pleased to have
celebrated over one hundred
years of successful trading,
which our family firm has
enjoyed, giving interested and
friendly service to all our

g, customers.
s

R

N CONNARDS
» GO[I).DSMITHS

SILvERSMITHS 421 LORD STREET, SOUTHPORT.

SINCE 1883

Telephone (0704) 31977

SPARES REPAIRS SERVICE

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE GENTRE

61 EASTBANK ST. SOUTHPORT
Tel. 31430

*

HOOVER, HOTPOINT, ELECTROLUX,
INDESIT, KENWOOD, RUSSELL HOBBS etc.

*

ONE OF THE NORTH'S LARGEST STOCKS OF
REBUILT CLEANERS and WASHING MACHINES



THE LEADING MANUFACTURERS OF
CURTAIN STYLING PRODUCTS, EXPORTING TO
OVER 47 COUNTRIES WORLD-WIDE,
WISH YOU A VERY PLEASANT EVENING.

Rufflette Limited, Sharston Road, Manchester M22 4TH.
Tel: 061-998 1811



DEREK BENFIELD

Derek Benfield was born in Bradford, Yorkshire, the son of
a journalist. He was educated at Bingley Grammar School where,
in addition to his academic efforts, he soon acquired a taste
for the theatre when appearing in school plays and later as an
amateur actor with the Bradford Civic Playhouse. He joined
the Army in 1944 and served with the Green Howards before
being posted to the play unit of the Army Bureau of Current
Affairs. Subsequently he was an announcer on the Forces
Broadcasting Service in Jerusalem.

Derek was demobilised in 1947 and trained as an actor at the
Royal Academy of Dramatic Art, where he won the Gertrude
Lawrence Award for character acting before starting work as
a professional actor with Brian Rix’s company in Ilkley. He
spent many years playing a wide variety of parts in various
repertory companies including Preston, Salisbury, Hull, Worth-
ing, Richmond and Croydon. He made his first appearance in
the West End at the New Theatre in “The Young Elizabeth.”

Over the past twenty years or so. Derek has appeared in
countless television productions and was well-known to viewers
for his performance as ‘Bill Riley’ in the long-running BBC
series, “The Brothers.” More recently he has been seen in
“Rumpole of the Bailey”, “Minder”, “Hi-De-Hi”, “Remembrance”,
“A Kind of Loving”, “Yes Minister”, “In Loving Memory”,
“Shine on Harvey Moon”, “Hallelujah”, etc.

Derek Benfield wrote his first stage play while working in
repertory for Reginald Salberg at the Preston Hippodrome,
and it was here that the play, “The Young in Heart”, was given
its premiére in 1951. Derek has so far written 18 full-length
stage plays, including such successes as “Wild Goose Chase”,
“Running Riot”, “Post Horn Gallop”, “Caught on the Hop” and
“Beyond a Joke” (in which the late Arthur Lowe starred for
three years.)

His comedy, “Touch and Go”. which had its first performance
in 1982 at the Wyvern Theatre, Swindon, starring Henry McGee,
Trevor Bannister and Margaret Ashcroft, has already been
translated into four languages. The German version is currently
enjoying a successful run in Hanover, and other productions
are booked for Berlin, Bonn, Dusseldorf, Hamburg and Stutt-
gart; a Flemish version is on tour in Belgium; the French
adaptation is due to open in Paris later this year; and an
Italian production is now under negotiation. Derek’s latest
comedy, “Look Who’s Talking”, opens at Swindon on April
26th, starring Hilary Tindall, Donald Hewlett and Christopher
Strauli.

Derek is married and has two children and one grandchild.



R.IVI. Leonard&Go.

THE COMPLETE INSURANCE AND
MORTGAGE SERVICE

CONSULT US ABOUT:

Investments and Tax Planning
Top Building Society Rates and Unit Linked Investment

Pensions — Best use of Tax Relief
Mortgages and Remortgages — up to 100%

School Fees Planning and Covenants

TELEPHONE: 67306

EASY PARKING — PROFESSIONAL ADVICE

AT —
30 LIVERPOOL ROAD, BIRKDALE VILLAGE

Specualists i fie China, Crysial & Siteeroare

75 EASTBANK STREET, SOUTHPORT

Telephone: Southport 46270



e
Students, Artists and

Leisure Painters

WHERE DO YOU GO FOR YOUR
ART MATERIALS AND PICTURE FRAMING?

WHY NOT VISIT

Philip Berrill’s Art Shop

6b PORTLAND STREET, SOUTHPORT
(opposite the side of the Prince of Wales Hotel)

TEL: (0704) 44574

*Also ask at our
shop for free details
of Philip Berrill’s

%Drawing and painting
classes, beginners

P welcome

% Postal

TSR

correspondence art
courses and
% Painting Holidays

Crimond DHotel |

28 KNOWSLEY ROAD, SOUTHPORT
Telephone: (0704) 36456

LICENSED HOTEL
A.A. and RA.C. LISTED

HEATED
INDOOR
SWIMMING
POOL

SAUNA

For your next function contact Pat and Geoff Randle
Open all year — Special Christmas House Party
We can also accommodate YOUR guests overnight



PUBLICITY COMMITTEE

The work of the Play Selection and Casting Committee and
and the Production Committee has been given in previous
programmes.

‘On the first night of each production an apprehensive group
of five sit . . .’ This is part of a quote from the Play Selection
article — it is thanks to our patrons that there are more than
five in the first night audience. It would not only be the night-
mare of the Publicity Committee if it were otherwise.

Publicity is described as the technique or process of attract-
ing public attention to people and products by the use of the
appropriate media or the public interest resulting from inform-
ation supplied by such a process.

Southport is more fortunate than many other towns of similar
size in having a wide choice of live entertainment in music and
the arts. Two professional theatres and a number of amateur
dramatic and operatic societies present shows throughout
the year and the latter use this Theatre for many productions.

With all this competition the Southport Dramatic Club choose
their annual parcel of plays with the hope that they will be
pleasing to most of our audiences for most of the time.

How are the plays publicised? Firstly, August sees the pre-
paration of leaflets announcing the four productions, including
the pantomime for the first half of the season. A new inno-
vation for the first time last year was the distribution of 20,000
leaflets in Southport and Formby using the facilities of the
Midweek Visiter. This leaflet also gives the possible present-
ations for the second half of the season together with the
special subscriber ticket prices—8 shows for the price of 6.
Nearly 1500 patrons including first nighters avail themselves
of these special prices thus obtaining seats at what is possibly
the cheapest cost in town for shows of this nature.

The seating capacity for the eight nights of each play is
just over 3,000 and a little simple arithmetic shows that another
1,500 seats remain to be sold for each show. Advertisements
are placed in both the Visiter Group of papers and the Star
which cover the areas in which the majority of our patrons live.
In addition to normal advertisements space has been taken for
special occasions, such as a half page in a recent edition of the
Visiter covering Jack and the Beanstalk.

Programmes are produced for each show with articles of
interest. An outstanding feature of each programme is the front
cover—a product of the pen of one of our talented members.
Photographs are taken for each show and displayed in the local
press and at the Theatre. Previous shows have been recalled
with photographs displayed in the bar and foyer.

Articles appear in the Friday editions of the Southport Visiter
giving current news and details of future activities of the
Dramatic Club with the initials ‘F.O.H.’—not just one person
but five—the members of the Publicity Committee in turn.
Whilst this is being written 400 posters and a number of smaller
leaflets are being printed for display in shops, hotels and
offices in the area giving details of the next four shows.

The best form of advertising is a recommendation from a
satisfied customer. It is well known to the Publicity Committee
that despite all their efforts throughout the year that you,
our friends and patrons, do a first class advertising job for the
Club. So, our very sincere thanks to you all and may you enjoy
many, many, more shows at the ‘Little.’

E O H.



1st — 9th February, 1985

BEYOND A JOKE

by DEREK BENFIELD

Directed by Janine Grime

First presented at the Shanklin Theatre, July 1979

CAST
RO ot e b 5t RETERLA BUIGONG
ANDREW. |- i i a7 6 s 620555 AREC ROBSUN
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SARAH ..y .ooood s . Tod Lo DIANA SHETRER
VICAR ... ... ... .. .. .. .. .. COLIN McCLUSKEY
AUDREY ... ... .. ... .. .. .. ALISON CHISHOLM
EDGAR.. .. ... ... ... . .. .. RICHARD DAWSON
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Action takes place in the drawing room and part of the garden
of Andrew and Jane’s detached house in the country. It is
summertime.

ACT I
Scene 1 Friday evening.

Scene 2 Saturday morning.

ACT 11
Scene 1 A few seconds later.

Scene 2 After lunch, the same day.

TIME — THE PRESENT



STAGE STAFF

StagesManager: =0 . ves iR U A v dehn Gbsling
Asst.Stage Manager (Book) ... ... =.. ... ... Cathie Finn
Asst StageManager (Castys.- =72 - o225 iCatel byin
Properties and Stage Dressing by .. G Sherel Coley,

Fran Percwal Debra Sawbridge
Japhting' . .00, o0 aia s i a0 onid s racy Willinson
Seund- oo o s e pe - e L PetenBeswick
Wardrobe Supervision ... ... ... ... ... Barbara Preston
Programme-COVer ... s 1. o e DawideCharters

Set designed and painted by Roy Blatchford and built by the
production team.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Comedy being my ‘first love’ I am delighted to be instrumental
in bringing ‘Beyond a Joke’ to the stage. A ‘bee-buzzng’
summer setting with humour and some surprises is, I feel, a
good way to rid us all of the winter blues and chills. Not a
few of the latter have beset the hard working cast with whom
it has been a pleasure to share paper tissues.

JANINE GRIME

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Lounge furniture — Waring & Gillow (Southport) Ltd.
Garden shrubs — Recreation & Amenities Dept., Sefton B.C.
Foliage — Broadbents.
Patio tubs — Tony Aindow Garden Centre.
Flowers — Scanda Plants, Kew.

Bits and pieces — S.D.C. members.



DRAMATIS PERSONAE

or some little known facts about the cast of “Beyond a Joke”

As may be expected the present cast are no strangers to
each other. Sheila Furlong is probably the best known to
audiences at the Little Theatre, having acted and directed for
both the S.D.C. and The Garrick Players for many years. Her
most recent part was in “Death Trap” and the last play she
directed for the club was “French Without Tears.”

Another long standing member, Diana Smither, began her
involvement with amateur theatre in the West Midlands, and
has appealed in several of our productions, including “Whose
Life is it Anyway” and “A Life”’;—two lives in 10 years, can’t
be bad! A member of the Play Selection and Casting Committee,
Diana must share some of the blame for the choice of this play!

Alec Robson had done the rounds of several amateur groups
in Hampstead, Reading, Liverpool and Malvern, before joining
the S.D.C. in Southport. His first part here was in “Ghost Train.”
He says he prefers comedy, and, if a trifle low—well so much
the jollier.

Richard Dawson tells us he joined the S.D.C. as a relief from
labouring over a hot surgery all day! He modestly claims to be
limited in the parts he plays, but has acquitted himself well in
many roles.

A member for seven years, Alison Chisholm says she learned
to act by watching “Crossroads.” She wishes it to be known
that all but five of the grey hairs are not her own. She also
appeared in “Whose Life is it Anyway” and “Big Bad Mouse.”

Val Whiteside became associated with the club in 1976 and
has appeared in “Children’s Day,” “The Corn is Green,”
“Sextet,” “Murder at the Vicarage,” “A Life” and “Whose Life
is it Anyway.” Next stop — Hollywood!

You’ll recognise David Parry from many productions, includ-
ing more recently, “Ten Times Table,” “Journey’s End” and
“Murder on the Nile.” He says he’s trying to move out of “angry
young men” roles, and could be succeeding—on stage if not
off!

Dramatic talent runs high in the McCluskey family. Colin’s
son Mark has just finished in our Panto, and Colin himself has
appeared in many plays, since joining the S.D.C. in 1977. He
prefers small character parts as he doesn’t like to have too
many lines to learn.

All these interestng characters have come together very
happily over the past few weeks to present “Beyond a Joke”
under Jannie Grime'’s able direction. Perhaps they’ll all meet

up again in a future S.D.C. production.
A.S.



Look Better! Feel Better!

CALL AT

CROWN
CHEMISTS

FOR YOUR DAILY NEEDS

COSMETICS  HAIR CARE
BABY REQUISITES  FILMS
SLIMMING AIDS, etc.

2 CROWN BUILDINGS
Liverpool Road, Birkdale

Telephone - - - 66931

Regency Fire Surround Studio

%%%%%%%%%@%%%W)W)%%W)%W)Wz%%%%

Call in and see our magnificent display of fireplaces
Award winning designer fireplaces from
America, Italy and France

Including BLACK DIAMOND, the gas fire that thinks its a
real coal fire! The only gas fire approved by the
Open Gas Fire Association.

We have a superb display of brassware, pictures and
hearth accessories.

REMEMBER
Make the hearth of your home the heart of your home.

37 WAYFARERS ARCADE, LORD STREET, SOUTHPORT
Telephone: 31368



J. WEBSTER & SONS

We have available what we consider to be the finest display
of Furniture, Carpets and Curtains one could wish for.

We are always pleased to see people browsing through our
showrooms and we will advise on all matters concerning the
transformation of your house into a beautiful home!

Visit our showrooms today and discover for yourself the
beauty and elegance of our China and Crystal displays.

ACCESS and BARCLAYCARD

94 CHURCH ROAD, TARLETON, Nr. PRESTON,
LANCASHIRE, PR4 6UN
Tel. Hesketh Bank (077473) 2249

3 ST. HELENS ROAD, ORMSKIRK
Tel. Ormskirk (0695) 76006

143/147 TOWN GATE, LEYLAND
Tel. Leyland (07744) 21641

FOR
MATERNITY FASHIONS
FOUNDATION GARMENTS
&

ALL BABY NEEDS

Specialists in baby carriages, nursery
furniture and all babywear.

8, 10, 12 PRINCES STREET
SOUTHPORT. TEL. (0704) 37974



THE SOUTHPORT DRAMATIC CLUB gratefully acknowledges

financial assistance from:

‘RUFFLETTE’, February, 1985 —
BEYOND A JOKE

*

CHIMNEYS of SOUTHPORT —
THE LADY’S NOT FOR BURNING

*

Arnold Gorse, an Associate of ABBEY LIFE —
84 CHARING CROSS ROAD

*

T.S.B., ENGLAND and WALES —
EVERYBODY LOVES OPAL

First-aid facilities are provided at this theatre by St. John
Ambulance Brigade, whose members give their

services voluntarily.

SMOKING IS PROHIBITED IN THE AUDITORIUM

The Public may leave at the end of the Performance by
all exits and all exit doors will be at that time open.

If the Public leaves in an orderly manner THIS THEATRE
CAN BE EMPTIED IN THREE MINUTES OR LESS.

THEATRE LICENSEE HARRY BOND

An Induction Loop has been provided in this theatre for
the hard of hearing through the generosity of Marks and
Spencer P.L.C.

By prior arrangement a limited number of Wheelchairs
can be accommodated.




Wednesday, 13th February — Saturday, 16th February

Each evening at 7.45 pm

SEFTON THEATRE COMPANY

presents

CHARLEY'S AUNT

by BRANDON THOMAS
produced by FRANCES ELLIS

A classic farce for all the family.

TICKETS: £1.95p and £1.70p
0.A.P.’s, students and children £1.25
Box Office open: 11.00 am — 5 pm from 4th February

and 11.00 am — 8 pm during the show.

MEMBERS’ DIARY

ANNUAL DINNER DANCE

on FRIDAY, 22nd FEBRUARY, 1985

at the BOLD HOTEL, Lord Street, Southport
FOR TICKETS RING RAY MANN — 60607

WW‘W‘WJMW Caa o a ol



OPENED 1896 LISTED 1972
Since 1937, when the Little
Theatre opened its doors, with
a production of ‘Dear Brutus,’
its aim has been to please, if
possible, all its patrons all the

time.

Since 1926, when Mr. Vyvian
Pedlar (who was in the cast of
‘Dear Brutus’) opened the doors
of The Wayfarers Arts, its aim
has been the same—to please,
if possible, all its customers
all the time.

Wayfarers Arcade

LORD STREET, SOUTHPORT, MERSEYSIDE PR8 INT

QUALITY and SERVICE

Bakers & Confectioners

Ball & Gregson

— (Churchtoton) Ltd, —
of Southport

139 CAMBRIDGE RD.
Telephone: 28512

90 BISPHAM RD.
Telephone: 28377



MARTINDALE’S
PRINTERS LTD

QUALITY PRINTING

FOR ALL YOUR STATIONERY REQUISITES,

ENVELOPES & CUT PAPER

AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

RUBBER STAMPS
MADE-TO-ORDER

62 SHAKESPEARE STREET
SOUTHPORT
Tel. (0704) 32965

D. B. HAYWOOD

19 Tulketh Street
Southport

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR and RETAILER

FOR YOUR ELECTRICAL WORK
RE-WIRING (ESTIMATES FREE), METERS,
SHOWERS, FANS, SUPPLIED & FITTED

REPAIRS OUR SPECIALITY

OFFICIAL AGENTS FOR
PHILIPS, RIMA, ROWENTA, SUNBEAM and TEFAL

TELEPHONE: 34231



1908 1983
THREE-QUARTERS OF A CENTURY
IN THE HEART OF CHURCHTOWN VILLAGE

F. W. Gorse & Son

78 Botanic Road
CHURCHTOWN, SOUTHPORT
Tel. Southport 28354

IRONMONGERS - SEEDSMEN - HARDWARE
ELECTRICAL AND A FINE SELECTION OF GIFTWARE

ESCORT CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
HIRE SERVICE

THE NEW SHOW IN BIRKDALE
HAVE YOU SEEN IT YET?

ADMISSION FREE —
Open Monday-Saturday, 9 am-6 pm

FULL SUPPORTING CAST —
Professional Sales and Service Staff to help you

A WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE —
For you and your car (of any make or type)

Your A Friendly
Local % 7 | Dealer

VOILVO

JOHN GOULDER LTD
Volvo House, Weld Road
Birkdale, Southport Telephone 66613




THE
BOOKSHOP
OF
QUALITY
AND NOTE

C. K. Broadhurst & Co. Ltd.

5 & 7 MARKET STREET, SOUTHPORT
Telephone Southport 32064

Printed by Watkinson & Bond Ltd., 25 Botanic Road, Southport



