Southport Dramatic Club

presents

The Odd Couple

by Neil Simon

18th to 26th April 1980

Nightly at 7.45

Also at
Bingley Little Theatre
on Sunday, 4th May
1980

The Southport Little Theatre
Tel: 30521

Member of the Little Theatre Guild of Great Britain



Proprietors: P. Greenwood—S. Jenkins

The
New
Place

GENT’S HAIRDRESSERS

28 Liverpool Road, Birkdale

(opposite Midland Bank)

Telephone: 0704 65264

Appointments Necessary

Look Better! Feel Better!
CALL AT

CROWN
CHEMISTS

FOR YOUR DAILY NEEDS

COSMETICS  HAIR CARE
BABY REQUISITES  FILMS
SLIMMING AIDS, etc.

2 CROWN BUILDINGS
Liverpool Road, Birkdale

Telephone - - - 66931
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Opened 1896 Listed 1972

Things are very exciting
in the Wayfarers Arcade this
year, for instance in place
of Cave’s the Chemist there
is a brand new two storey
building connecting the
Arcade to Boothroyds.

Just to mention a few
names Wedgwood China,
Royal Doulton China,
Edinburgh Crystal ... these
and many more names fill
this exciting building.

You will notice changes
in the Arcade such as new
tenants like Sandpiper
Fashions, a new shop for
Wayfarers Radio & TV,
Rebecca Antiques
— great improvements —
come and see for yourself.

Wavfarers Arcade

LORD STREET, SOUTHPORT, MERSEYSIDE PR8 1INT
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Oneida’s
grand
tradition

The traditional styling of
Oneida’s superb cutlery in

Hampton Court, Mansion

House and South Seas @
patterns a trio of elegant and \é
sophisticated designs to

charm the eye and beautify

your table.

CONNARDS

421 LORD STREET SOUTHPORT
Tel: 0704 31977

A FAMILY FIRM IN THE
CENTRE OF LORD STREET SINCE 1883

JEWELLERS - GOLDSMITHS -  SILVERSMITHS
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WHAT'S ON
at the LITTLE THEATRE

30th April to 3rd May

LADIES IN RETIREMENT

by Edward Percy and Reginald Denham
Produced by Lesley Winsland

A Garrick Players Production

16th to 24th May

A PENNY FOR A SONG
by John Whiting
Directed by Don Anderson

An S.D.C. Production

21st July — 2nd August

SEE HOW THEY RUN

by Philip King
An S.D.C. Production

We are pleased to announce that the work of re-locating
the Wardrobe Hire Department is now complete and we are
able to commence the hire of costumes again.

On Thursday of each week the Wardrobe Hire Department
will be open from 8.00 pm to 9.30 pm to anyone who wishes
to hire costumes.

We apologise to the inconvenience the closure has caused,
but the new arrangements should provide a quicker, more
efficient Hire Department.




TYRE SPECIALISTS

Wheel Balancing and
Repairs

BATTERIES
EXHAUS1S FITTED

GORDON TYRE STORES LTD
Marlborough Road, Southport
Tel. Southport 33606

We gotta lotta stuff
for crafty artists

Art materials

BY WINSOR & NEWTON, ROWNEY, DALER BOARD ETC.
AWIDE SELECTION OF COLOURED PAPERS & BOARDS.

Craft

FOR MODELLING, LAMPSHADE MAKING. MACRAME. PIN ART,
CANDLEMAKING, MARQUETRY, MOULDING, NEEDLEWORK, ETC.
BOOKS, A BIG RANGE OF TRIMMINGS AND LOTS MORE.

Picture framing
MOUNTING BOARDS AND MOULDINGS CUT FOR D.L.Y.

Come and browsa round

Bolticealli Arts

15 Union Street, Southport  Tel (O104) 40737




DIAMOND JUBILEE
CELEBRATIONS

Champagne Gala Night
Thursday, 15th May 1980

CHAMPAGNE RECEPTION 7.15 pm

Special performance of

A PENNY FOR A SONG
by John Whiting

Directed by Don Anderson
at 8.00 pm

AFTER-SHOW SUPPER DANCING UNTIL 1.00 am
Tickets: £6.00 Dinner dress

For your ticket contact John Watkins
Tel. Southport 79572 (evenings only)

PLEASE NOTE - To reserve your seat for the evening,
bring your ticket to Little Theatre Box Office.
Open until 26th April, 11.00 am to 8.00 pm
and from Monday, 12th May,
11.00 am to 5.00 pm



The Volvo Story

JOHN GOULDER LTD

51 WELD ROAD - BIRKDALE - SOUTHPORT
A sheer motoring delight in Three Acts

ACT I Young executive, medium family car.
Handy Hatchback body.

HVOLVO
343

ACT Il Successful business and professional.
Long journeys a pleasure

VOLVO
244

ACT II! The ultimate Estate Car. You have arrived.

EPILOGUE: A lament at being unable to show
the superb 245 Estates and 264 GL Saloons

THIS SHOW WILL RUN FOR 16 YEARS
No other car has been shown to last as long.



R. M. LEONARD & CO.

Group of Companies

Established 1901

PRESENTS

NEW BIRKDALE OFFICE
30a Liverpool Road, Birkdaie

NOW OPEN FOR

Advice on all Mortgages, Finance,

General Insurance and Investment

Ring or Call our Manager:

BILL FINN
Southport 67306

%

ALSO AT LIVERPOOL AND CROSBY

Friends Provident Building 35 Crosby Road North
57 Dale Street, Liverpool 2 Liverpool 22
051-236-4961 051-920-8313



TETLEY WALKER LTD

Why not have a drink
of

one of our Beers

TETLEY BITTER
and

SKOL LAGER

in the
SPOTLIGHT BAR

*

Open at 7 pm
also during the Interval and after the
Performance

[except after final Saturday performance]




THEATRE IN SOUTHPORT

PART V — THE WAR YEARS AND AFTER

SHEFFIELD REPERTORY COMPANY

The Second World War provoked an upheaval in the theatre everywhere.
In fact, as my last article pointed out, the theatrical situation in Southport
was already rather gloomy, but across the Pennines, in Shefiield, the
war disrupted a successful season and the closure of the Playhouse left
the Company homeless. In the end, the combination of Shefiicld
personnel and Southport premises (i.e. the 3 year old Little Theatre)
provided the Playhouse Company with continuous employment whilst
supplying this town with first class repertory theatre.

Things did not go smoothly at first, for the Sheffield players encountered
the usual Southport apathy, but gradually, encouraged by va.ious
enthusiastic members of the S.D.C., public support irsreased and the
Company stayed until the end of the war. At their final performance on
October 12th, 1946, the Chairman of the S.D.C., Dr. A. Wilkinson, spoke
of the town’s gratitude for what the Sheffield Company had done.
“Their work,” he said, “had been an inspiration and they would ‘leave a
great impression. Southport had now got the repertory habit.”

SOUTHPORT REPERTORY COMPANY =

The gap left by their departure was soon filled by the formation of the
first permanent, professional repertory company. Under the chairmanship
of Raymond Richards, with Herbert Prentice as director and Lionel
Harris as producer, the Southport Repertory Company was incorporated
as a non-profit making concern, depending for its finances on patrons,
subscribers and the box office. Initially it planned to use the Little
Theatre for a summer season and, during the winter, to tour North-West
towns that lacked theatres of their own.

The Company opened at the Little on 5th April, 1947, with a production
of Wilde’s ‘An Ideal Husband. In the souvenir programme the Mayor,
James Peet, wrote optimistically: ‘‘Fifty years -hence, | believe my
successor in this off.ce will be called upon to speak at the Jubilee
performance of the Southport Repertory Company and that he will be
able to look back over an unbroken succession of seasons to this, the
first performance.”

Unhappily, his prognosis was to prove over-optimistic. The Company
spent several summers at the Little, touring during the winter months,
but returning to Southport to present a pantomime at Chr.stmas. Then,
in 1953, they found a home of their own at the Scala Theatre. This
building had had a chequered career. Built originally as the Winter
Gardens Pavilion, in 1906 it had become the Albert Hall (a variety
theatre), then the Empire (showing ‘animated pictures’ in the afternoons
and, presumably, variety shows in the evenings), then the Empire Super
Cinema, then the Scala Super Cinema and, finally, the Scala Theatie.
The Repertory Company spent the last 9 years of its existence here.
Their last presentation was of Philip King’s ‘As Black As She’s Painted.’
At the last night, on 22nd January, 1962, Vint Graves commented, that
if all the people in the audience that night had shown interest before,
closure might not have been necessary. As it was, Southport had not
shown sufficient interest in its repertory company, so the company
disbanded and the Scala was pulled down.

In the years since, there have been two major developments. On 23rd
May, 1973 the Southport Theatre was opened as the town’s centre for
light entertainment. And on 21st September, 1974 the Southport Arts
Centre (converted from the Cambridge Hall) opened, offering a va.ied
programme of concerts, plays, films and children shows.

However, no account of the theatrical history of Southport would be
complete without mention’ng the Southport Dramatic Club, so a history
of the club will be found in the gala programme of this, its Diamond
Jubilee season. V. P



18th to 26th April, 1980

The Odd Couple

by Neil Simon

Directed by Thelma Falls-Hand

CAST (In order of appearance)

Spead. ooy oG, 000 e s o o BN Charters
Murrgy Sov e Bt e aa e el S ey Bindiey
ROY ... &. e .. a2 oo oG B RGN LINGiey
Vinhiesia = s g o ws. g s o Mlke Rogerson
Oséar-Madison -7 .. ~... =« = - @ Marcus Walker
Felixlngare. . ... . .. . . . Brian Tooley
Gwendoline Pigeon ... ... ... ... ... ... June Evans
Cecily Pigeonuiaiiioe s iBs ses none s oo ValiPedlar

Scene is an apartment on Riverside Drive, New York City

ACT |

A hot summer night

ACT 1l

Scene 1 Two weeks later about 11.00 pm
Scene 2 A few days later about 8.00 pm

ACT 1l

The next evening about 7.30 pm

There will be TWO INTERVALS of
approximately 15 minutes each



STAGE STAFF

Stage Manager ... ... ... ... ... ... Colin Grime
Asst. Stage Manager (Book) ... ... ... ... Betty Mook
Asst. Stage Manager (Cast) ... Fred Harding, Jackie Iddon
Properties ... . ... Kay McCallen, Judith Chalmers,

Kath Houldsworth Fay Whelan, Julie Whelan
Wardrobe ... ... ... ... ... Jayne Barty, Mary Hoghton
Eightinge ot api o 00T 2 acadran. Perclval
Sound- ... ... e e e ... .o .. Normma Rogerson

The set designed by DAVID CHARTERS,
constructed and painted by ROY BLATCHFORD
and built by the PRODUCTION TEAM

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We are most grateful for the loan of the following:
McCabe’s — Lights
Hewitt's — Lounge and Dining Room Furniture
Townend’s — Kitchen Furniture
Gibsons — Glass, China and Cutlery
Southport Hi-Fi — Stereo

Scandinavian House — Kitchen Utensils and
Assorted Ornaments

NEIL SIMON

The American playwright, Neil Simon, was born in 1927. After graduating
from New York University, he started his career writing sketches for the
Phil Silvers television show, which led to a further engagement as
script-writer for the Tallulah Bankhead show in 1951. The following
year he wrote sketches for a theatre show, Tamiment (Pa) Revue and
finally reached Broadway in 1955, when, in collaboration with his
brother, Daniel, he wrote sketches for ‘Catch a Star.’

Since then he has written plays (occasionally collaborating with his
brother) which have become as well known here as in his native country:
Come Blow Your Horn (1961); Barefoot in the Park (1963); The Odd
Couple (1965); Plaza Suite (1966); Last of the Red-Hot Lovers (1969);
The Gingerbread Lady (1970); The Sunshine Boys (1972); California
Suite (1976). These plays are regularly revived in London as well as by
provincial and amateur companies.

He has also written the book for several musicals, ‘Little Me,” ‘Sweet
Charty’ and ‘Promises, Promises’, and continues to write for T.V. shows.
Several of his plays have been made into films and he also wrote the
screenplay for ‘The Out-of-Towners’ and ‘Murder by Death’.

One measure of Mr. Simon’s popular success lies in the fact that he is
the only playwright to have had four plays running simultaneously on
Broadway. N, P



... 0t The Jean Scene

Unisex Jeans: Falmer, West Coast, Wrangler, Rifle and
Lee Cooper, Cords and Jeans plus Junior Jeans

... 0 The Jean Scene

Separates by Kadix: Jackets, Skirts, Blouses,
Mix and Match Range

... 0 The Jean Scene

Knitwear: Jonathan Miller, Jeff Dillon, Boules Sun + Sand,
Mens Tops by Cagney

... 0t The Jean Scene

Hosiery, Scarves, Accessories: Mary Quant, Loops Belts

... 0t The Jean Scene

Jewellery: Buch & Deichmann of Copenhagen Wide Variety
of Indian semi precious jewellery

af The Jean Scene NOW !!

2¢ Halsall Lane, Formby  Tel. Formby 70697



| found out about
Sarah”

" ... The way her mummy talks, you’'d think
she was in Who's Who. Well! | found out
what’'s what with her. Her daddy own
a bank? Sweetie, not even a bank account.
That Silver Shadow pram? Darling, that’s
horse power not earning power. Of course
she does dress divinely. But really . . .

a Belgian Lace christenjng robe and all
those dresses, not to mention the polished
maple ‘Cosatto’ cot . . . on her daddy’s
income? Well darling, | found out about
that too. | just happened to see Sarah
and her mummy coming out of Harrisons,
would you believe? So, in 1 go ... and
was | surprised? . . . they’ve got everything
. . . simply everything any girl could ever
wish for. | can tell you honey, from now
on it's first stop Harrisons for me everytime.
Oh! | almost forgot . . . there’s this
rather dishy fellow . .. "

Harrison

of SOUTHPORT

For maternity fashions by Alldae, Page Boy,

Brimell, foundation garments by Balance,
Welfia, Abacita and all baby needs.

8-10 PRINCES ST. SOUTHPORT Tel. 37974




SOME VERY

LEN BRINDLEY is no stranger to Southport audiences, having sold many
programmes and raffle tickets to theatregoers over the years!

A former member of the Royal Shakespeare Co. (Bingo Club), he has
also made several television appearances, starring as a silent one-eyed
pirate in “It's a Knockout” and a Boar-War soldier in the audience of
“The Good Old Days”.

Len’s amateur acting career has spanned many years but he is perhaps
best known for his musical performances, being the only person we
know who can play the 1812 Overture on the comb and paper.

The part of Murray in “The Odd Couple” will give Len the opportunity to
prove that American policemen really do have Lancashire accents.

DAVID CHARTERS thought that why should a non-smoking, inadequate
card player take on a role of a cigar puffing, irascible poker enthus’ast?

When he was offered this part in Neil Simon’s well written play, he
didn’t hesitate accepting. Here was an opportunity to appear for the
first time with Len Brindley, a great oppo. whose acting career has
paralled his own in the town’s two operatic societies.

A chance to work again with Marcus Walker. They last appeared
together as a couple of New Yorkers searching for the phantom village
of *“*Brigadoon.” To LIVE through a production with Brian Tooley, after
suffering such hilarious deaths in last seasons ‘“Something’s Afoot.”

Finally, who could resist an invitation to be directed by Thelma
Falls-Hand, a lady with such an infections sense of humour that can
only bring out the best of any player.

JUNE EVANS spends most of her life teaching. Has ambitions to be a
universal globe-trotter, but cannot find a sponsor, Was thinking of
going Japanese but thought that would be unpatriotic. Hasn’'t much of
interest to say about herself unless she is allowed to fabricate, but
enjoying this play enormously.

DOUG LINSLEY thinks playing Roy must be the original case of
type-casting, as he spends his life trying to avoid tobacco smoke, But
there was no type-casting where card play'ng ability was required and
Doug was relieved to know that some other members of the cast were
also novices.



ODD HISTORIES

In recent years Doug has played murderous thugs in ‘Vivat, Vivat
Regina” and “Royal Hunt of the Sun.” After all that killing he found it a
pleasant contrast to be the groom in last seasons “Dandy Dick.”

In private he tells people that he designs lavatories and washrooms.
In fact he spends his life travellng to various branches of a leading
High Street multiple for whom he does development work.

VALERIE PEDLAR first appeared onstage at the Little Theatre in S.D.C.
summer variety shows and Christmas pantomimes. The last panto she
appeared in was ‘‘Sleeping Beauty” in which she played the Prince.
Since then she has taken parts in “Salad Days,” ‘“Voyage Round My
Father”, “Not Now Darling” and “The Others”. She last worked w:th
Thelma Falls-Hand when a Victorian Evening was presented at the Arts
Centre to celebrate the centenary of the opening of the Cambridge
Hall, Valerie is also a long-standing member of the Southport Bach
Society and is at present studying drama with the Open University.

MIKE ROGERSON — what can one say about Mike that hasn’t been
said before? He has played the leading stages in Europe—Pontypool,
Stockport, Hartlepool—the dazzling list is endless.

Now he has retired at the early age of 29 to Southport where he
occasionally allows privileged theatregoers a glimpse of his talents.

Penned with his own hand, 1st April, 1980. (Fool—Ed.)

BRIAN TOOLEY has appeared regularly in plays since joining the S.D.C.
the last one be'ng “The Mating Game,” which proves that it does pay
to buy drinks for the members of the Play Selection and Casting
Committee.

He wishes to make it quite clear that he is neither neurotic, suicidal
or interested in cookery, but if someone doesn’t let him have the recipe
for London Broil soon, he is going to kill himself.

MARCUS WALKER has appeared in countless S.D.C. productions, but
the Play Selection and Casting Committee insists that he continues until
he gets one right. (He was asked to write -150 words about himself—
you can see that his arithmetic isn’t very good either—Ed,)

THELMA FALLS-HAND (Director) has been involved with quite a few
Ne'l Simon plays. As one of the admiring audience for ‘“‘Barefoot in
the Park.” As the Jewish Momma, Mrs. Baker, in “Come Blow Your
Horn.” As the neglected wife, Karen, in “Plaza Suite” and as the
dried-out drunk, Evie, in “Gingerbread Lady.” Here we go again . . .



know your bedroom is a
special place

Let us help you create an

elegant bedroom with
our exciting
NEW SEASON'S COLLECTION
of
BEDROOM CO-ORDINATES

Complement them with
luxurious towels and robes

by
YVES SAINT LAURENT

All on display now
at

Bedroom Design

18 Liverpool Road, Birkdale
Telephone 60357
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'Little’ Bits and Pieces

Success—our pleas to you to write to us on any aspect
of the theatre has paid off, and we have had a number of
letters from patrons. True, they were ail complimentary,
but it’s nice to know our efforts are appreciated. Mentioning
names is perhaps not necessary, but ‘to whom it concerns’
we have passed on your helpful comments regarding ice
cream sales!

All of our correspondents found this page interesting,
giving as it attempts to do some “newsy” items. Incidentally,
another innovation. At the back of the foyer you will find
a selection of photograph’s showing our next production,
“A Penny for a Song” in rehearsal. Not all ‘action’ shots
— some of the cast are seen in their ‘off duty’ moments!

Preparations are well in hand for our Gala Night on 15th
May. According to the tickets there is a Champagne
Reception, After Show Supper, Late Bars, Dancing,
Evening Dress. There may just be a few tickets left, and if
you are interested the Front of House or Bar Staff will be
able to help you.

Members and friends recently had a superb ‘Chinese
Evening’, courtesy of Geoff and Pat Randle, at their Crimond
Hotel. The food was excellent, and | gather Pat is being
pressured to pass on the recipes!

An incidental statistic—theatres in the Little Theatre Guild
of Great Britain, and the S.D.C. is a member, played to over
350,000 people last year, surely a testament to the appeal
of ‘live’ theatre.

Finally, remember we do have a column each week in the
Saturday ‘Visiter’, which gives up to date news on our
various activities.

Happy Theatregoing and don’t forget to keep writing to
‘Little’ Bits and Pieces as we certainly enjoy reading your

letters.
J FEM.
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Telephone 32450 Established 18 years

FOR QUALITY
BREAD. CONFECTIONERY

AND SAVOURIES
Try

D. ROUTLEDGE

129 Eastbank Street, Southport

Also Wedding Cakes of Distinction and
Personal Service at all times

(CLOSED MONDAYS)

Pat & Geoff Randle invite you to stay with them at the

CRIMOND Hotel 28 xNowsLEY RoAD

SOUTHPORT
LICENSED Tel. (0704) 36456

Parties Catered For



Phllips & Charles Itd.

JEWELLERS OF LIVERPOOL FOR 125 YEARS
11 Church Street, Ormskirk. Tel: Ormskirk 74108
17 Ranelagh Street, (Opp. Central Station), Liverpool. Tel: 051-709 7415

ACCESS AND BARCLAYCARD WELCOMED

WHEN VISITING HISTORIC ORMSKIRK
CALL AND SEE OUR EXCLUSIVE
ORMSKIRK CHURCH CHARMS IN 9ct. GOLD AND

STERLING SILVER

RINGS - WATCHES - SILVER PLATED WARE
WEDGWOOD - CUT GLASS, etc.

P.S. WE SHALL BE DELIGHTED TO SEE YOU AND GIVE
5% DISCOUNT ON PRESENTATION OF THIS
ADVERTISEMENT



WHAT'S ON

at other Litdde Theatres

BINGLEY LITTLE THEATRE

28th April—3rd May

- HINDLE WAKES

by Stanley Houghton

BOLTON LITTLE THEATRE
20th April—3rd May

THE MAGISTRATE

by A. W. Pinero

BRADFORD LITTLE THEATRE

14th—19th April

ABIGAIL'S PARTY

by Mike Leigh

STOCKPORT GARRICK THEATRE

12th—19th April

CHILDREN'S HOUR

by Lilliam Hellman

BINGLEY LITTLE THEATRE

Sunday, 4th May at 7.30 pm

S.D.C. on tour. “The Odd Couple” rides again. All ‘Little’
supporters welcome—for details contact Mike and Norma
Rogerson on Formby 70922.



Commervcial & Industrial
Photography

WEDDINGS and ADVERTISING

C. H . LOKER
49 Arbour Street - Tel: 40292

For a memorable performance . . .

Wallpapers fom

Ashcerofts

41 EASTBANK ST. SOUTHPORT
Tel. (sTD 0704) 32630

Choose from over 800 Stock Patterns
and over 100 Pattern Books

ADVISORY SERVICE AVAILABLE

For almost 70 years in the heart of
Churchtown Village — and still going strong

7. W. Gorse & Son

78 BOTANIC ROAD, CHURCHTOWN
Telephone 28354 SOUTHPORT

IRONMONGERS - SEEDSMEN - HARDWARE
AND A FINE SELECTION OF GIFTWARE

First-aid facilities are provided at this theatre by St. John
Ambulance Brigade, whose members give their
services voluntarily.

TELEPHONE BOOKINGS—Seats should be claimed as soon
as possible Box Office Telephone 30521 or 30460

REFRESHMENTS SERVED IN THE FOYER
DURING THE INTERVAL
SMOKING IS PROHIBITED IN THE AUDITORIUM

The Public may leave at the end of the Performance by
all exits and all exit doors will be at that time open.

If the Public leaves in an orderly manner THIS THEATRE
CAN BE EMPTIED IN THREE MINUTES OR LESS

THEATRE LICENCEE R. D. BLUE, B.E.M.




THE
BOOKSHOP
OF
QUALITY
AND NOTE

C. K. Broadhurst & Co. Ltd

5 & 7 MARKET STREET, SOUTHPORT
Telephone Southport 32064

WATKINSON & BOND LTD., 25 BOTANIC ROAD, SOUTHPORT



