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Place

GENT’S HAIRDRESSERS

28 Liverpool Road, Birkdale

(opposite Midland Bank)

Telephone: 0704 65264

Appointments Necessary

Look Better! Feel Better!
CALL AT

CROWN
CHEMISTS

FOR YOUR DAILY NEEDS

COSMETICS  HAIR CARE
BABY REQUISITES  FILMS
SLIMMING AIDS, etc.

2 CROWN BUILDINGS
Liverpool Road, Birkdale

Telephone - - - 66931



Wavfarers Arcade

Sap| WAYFARERS ARCADE

Opened 1896 Listed 1972

Things are very exciting
in the Wayfarers Arcade this
year, for instance in place
of Cave’s the Chemist there
is a brand new two storey
building connecting the
Arcade to Boothroyds.

Just to mention a few
names Wedgwood China,
Royal Doulton China,
Edinburgh Crystal ... these
and many more names fill
this exciting building.

You will notice changes
in the Arcade such as new
tenants like Sandpiper
Fashions, a new shop for
Wayfarers Radio & TV,
Rebecca Antiques
— great improvements —
come and see for yourself.

Wayfarers Arcade

LORD STREET, SOUTHPORT, MERSEYSIDE PR8 INT
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Oneida’s
grand
tradition

The traditional styling of
Oneida’s superb cutlery in

Hampton Court, Mansion

House and South Seas @
patterns a trio of elegant and \é
sophisticated designs to

charm the eye and beautify

your table.

CONNARDS

421 LORD STREET SOUTHPORT
Tel: 0704 31977

A FAMILY FIRM IN THE
CENTRE OF LORD STREET SINCE 1883

JEWELLERS - GOLDSMITHS -  SILVERSMITHS
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WHAT'S ON AT THE
LITTLE THEATRE. ..

7th to 10th November

QUEEN ELIZABETH
SLEPT HERE

by Talbot Rothwell
Produced by Merle Kessler

A Garrick Players’ Production

23rd November to 1st December

THE MATING GAME

by Robin Hawdon
Directed by Brenda Nicholl

An S.D.C. Production

29th December to 12th January, 1980

Our traditional family pantomime

ALADDIN

Written and directed by
Margaret Mann

An S.D.C. Production

Special matinees: Sunday, 30th December and
Tuesday, 1st January at 2.30 pm (no evening
performance on 31st December or
1st January.)

Seats: £1.50 and £1.25
£1.10 and 95p for Children, O.A.P.’s and Parties

Advance Booking Office open from 19th November
to 1st December from 11.00 am to 5.00 pm only.



TYRE SPECIALISTS

Wheel Balancing and
Repairs

EXHAUSTS FITTED
BATTERIES

GORDON TYRE STORES LTD
Marlborough Road, Southport
Tel. Southport 33606

We gottalotta stuff
for crafty artists

Art materials

BY WINSOR & NEWTON, ROWNEY, DALER BOARD ETC.
AWIDE SELECTION OF COLOURED PAPERS & BOARDS.

Craft

FOR MODELLING, LAMPSHADE MAKING., MACRAME, PIN ART,
CANDLEMAKING, MARQUETRY, MOULDING, NEEDLEWORK, ETC.
BOOKS, A BIG RANGE OF TRIMMINGS AND LOTS MORE.

Picture framing
MOUNTING BOARDS AND MOULDINGS CUT FOR D.I.Y.

Come and browsa round

Botticelll Arts

15 Union Street, Southport  Tel (O104) 40737




The Volvo Stery

JOHN GOULDER LTD

51 WELD ROAD - BIRKDALE - SOUTHPORT
A sheer motoring delight in Three Acts

ACT ! Young executive, medium family car.
Handy Hatchback body.

L VOLVO
| 343

ACT Il Successful business and professional.
Long journeys a pleasure

VOLVO
244

ACT II! The ultimate Estate Car. You have arrived.

EPILOGUE: A lament at being unable to show
the superb 245 Estates and 264 GL Saloons

THIS SHOW WILL RUN FOR 16 YEARS
No other car has been shown to last as long.



ORIGINS — SENSATION

PATRICK ANTHONY WALTER HAMILTON, the playwright
and novelist, was born in 1904. He began acting in 1921 and
became fascinated by melodrama. It was not, however, as
an actor that he first made his name, nor, in fact, as a
dramatist, but as a novelist. It was the novel, “Craven
House”, that brought his name to public attention in 1926.

He wrote several books, mostly on the theme of the
unpleasantness of modernity, for instance, “The Midnight
Bell” (1929) and “The Plains of Cement” (1934). His work
in this genre has been considered to be reminiscent of
Charles Dickens in the way it captures the atmosphere and
cockney dialect of East End London.

But it is on three plays that his reputation rests today. They
are all thrillers which show a strong taste for the macabre:
“Rope” (1929), “Gaslight” (1938) and ‘“The Governors’
(1945). All three were immensely successfully and there
are film versions of “Rope” and ‘“‘Gaslight”’. Hamilton’s
interest in psychological drama received its fullest expres-
sion in “The Duke of Darkness” and he also wrote several
thrillers for the radio.

He died in 1962.

MELODRAMA

In considering the subject of sensationalism in the theatre
(and | think there is a strong element of sensationalism in
the plays of Patrick Hamilton), one can scarcely avoid the
subject of melodrama. This term, which now has such
derogatory and even comic connotations has passed
through several different meanings.

In the 18th century melodrama meant two different things,
depending on where you lived. In Germany it meant a
passage in opera which was spoken to musical accompani-
ment and even as late as the early part of the 20th century
the term was used to describe a monologue spoken to
music. For the French, however, a melodrama meant a
passage where the character was silent whilst the music
described his emotions. In any case, melodrama meant
music.

Gradually this musical element became less important as
the emotional element became more important, until by the
19th century, a melodrama was a play which was charact-
erized by its excessively dramatic content. Such plays dealt
with exaggerated episodes of violence, horror and double-
dealing, the action instigated by the dreadful deeds of the
villain. He was resisted by the hero and heroine who, as the
representatives of virtue, were ultimately triumphant. There
was, too, generally a comic character to provide temporary
relief from the tension.



ALISM IN THE THEATRE

Melodrama held a great appeal for the Victorians (even
the novels of such reputable writers as Charles Dickens
and the Brontes have a strong melodramatic bias), appeal-
ing to commoners and gentry alike. Some of the plays were
based on real events; for instance ‘“Maria Marten.” Tonight’s
play, “Rope’”, is also loosely based on an actual crime.
Others, such as Mrs. Henry Wood’s “East Lynne” and Miss
Braddon’s ‘‘Lady Audley’'s Secret”’, were adaptations of
novels. That famous actor, Henry Irving, had one of his
biggest successes in “The Bells” at the Lyceum in 1871.

However, by the end of the 19th century melodrama was
falling out of fashion. The taste for strong drama had not,
and still has not, abated, but a play in which all interest in
the characters was entirely subordinate to the excitement
of events gave way to a play in which the psychological
element was of greater importance.

GRAND GUIGNOL

Like melodrama, grand guigncl is now a far from comple-
mentary term and it, too, has passed through several mean-
ings. Originally, Guignol was a French puppet who first
appeared in the late 18th century. He was based on the
Italian Pulcinella, but given the characteristics of a peasant
from the Dauphine.

Like our Punch (who also developed from Pulcinella),
Guignol indulged in cruel and heartless activities, and it is
perhaps for this reason that the name gradually attached
itself to cabaret entertainments in Paris that catered for
what has been called ‘an over-sophisticated and decadent
taste.” Such entertainments were eventually centralized in
the Theatre du Grand Guignol, which specialized in short
plays of rape, murder, violence, ghostly apparitions and
suicide—all intended, with the liberal use of realistic detail,
to chill and delight the spectator. Many of the plays were
written by the master of horror, Edgar Allan Poe, who was
held in great esteem by the French. (Debussy once planned
to use one of Poe’s stories as the basis of an opera.)

Although grand guignol reached England in the early years
of the twentieth century and Sybil Thorndike starred in a
series of such plays in 1920-2, it never achieved the popu-
larity it enjoyed in France. It may have influenced English
playwrights—there are, for instance, traces of grand guignoi
in “Gaslight’—but its true home was in the small theatres
of Montmarte.



R.M.LEONARD & CO.

Group of Companies

Established 1901

ANNOUNCE

A NEW PRODUCTION

AS A FURTHER STAGE OF
DEVELOPMENT

The scene is being set for the opening of our
New Premises at

30a Liverpool Road, Birkdale

Later in October

Advice on all Mortgages, Finance,

General Insurance and Investment

Ring or Call our Manager:

BILL FINN
Southport 67306

*

ALSO AT LIVERPOOL AND CROSBY

Friends Provident Building 35 Crosby Road North
57 Dale Street, Liverpool 2 Liverpool 22
051-236-4961 051-920-8313



TETLEY WALKER LTD

Why not have a drink
of

one of our Beers

TETLEY BITTER
and

SKOL LAGER

in the
SPOTLIGHT BAR

.‘

Open at 7 pm
also during the Interval and after the
Performance

[except after final Saturday performance]

'i
|
|
|




26th October to 3rd November, 1979

Rope
by Patrick Hamilton

Directed by Stanley Ellis

CAST IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE

Wyndam Brandon ... ... ... ... ... Arnold Gorse
Charles Granillo ... ... ... ... Mark Braithwaite
Sabotee sui B, e oaie, . iGoditey Hand
Kenneth Raglan ... ... ... ... Jonathan R. Elliott
Leila Arden ... ... ... ... ... ... Sandra Threlfali
Sir Johnson Kentley ... ... ... ... ... John Evans
Mrs. Debenham ... ... ... ... ... ... Vera Burns
Rupert Cadell ... & .. ... ... & Mike Yates
Scene

A room on the first floor of the house in Mayfair shared
by Brandon and Granillo.

Time — September, 1929

The action of the play is continous

There will be two intervals of approximately
15 minutes each



STAGE STAFF

Stage Manager ... ... ... ... ... ... Ken Burns
Asst. Stage Manager (Book) ... ... ... Peggy Ince
Asst. Stage Managers (Cast) ... ... Elizabeth Finn

Gregory Braithwaite
Properties ... ... ... Judith Chalmers, Sherel Coley
Wardrobe ... ... ... Jayne Barty, Rosemary Morris
Eights = ...- .0 s . Kay McCallen
L . . . e D
Stage Assistant ... ... ... The Production Team

The set constructed and painted by Roy Blatchford
and bulit by the Production Team.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We are most grateful to those concerned for the loan
of the following properties:

Gibson’s — Glass, China and Cutlery
Hewitt’'s — Small tables

McCabes — Light fittings

Rebecca, Wayfarers Arcade — Brassware

X

To all Subscribers and Patrons

It would be much appreciated by Box Office if all
Subscribers and Patrons could collect their seat tickets
at least twenty-four hours before the start of any
performance.

If you normally have permanent seats on a particular
night and find that for some reason you wish to change,
please contact Box Office as soon as possible so that
we can arrange this.



... 01 The Jean Scene

Unisex Jeans: Falmer, West Coast, Wrangler, Rifle and
Lee Cooper, Cords and Jeans plus Junior Jeans

... 0t The Jean Scene

Separates by Kadix: Jackets, Skirts, Blouses,
Mix and Match Range

... 01 The Jean Scene

Knitwear: Jonathan Miller, Jeff Dillon, Boules Sun + Sand,
Mens Tops by Cagney

... 01 The Jean Scene

Hosiery, Scarves, Accessories: Mary Quant, Loops Belts

... 01 The Jean Scene

Jewellery: Buch & Deichmann of Copenhagen Wide Variety
of Indian semi precious jewellery

at The Jean Scene NOW !!

2c Halsall Lane, Formby  Tel. Formby 70697



| found out about
Sarah”

“ ... The way her mummy talks, you'd think
she was in Who's Who. Well! | found out
what’'s what with her. Her daddy own
a bank? Sweetie, not even a bank account.
That Silver Shadow pram? Darling, that's
horse power not earning power. Of course
she does dress divinely. But really . . .

a Belgian Lace christening robe and all
those dresses, not to mention the polished
maple ‘Cosatto’ cot . . . on her daddy’s
income? Well darling, | found out about
that too. | just happened to see Sarah
and her mummy coming out of Harrisons.
would you believe? So, in 1 go . . . and
was | surprised? . . . they’ve got everything
. . . simply everything any girl could ever
wish for. | can tell you honey, from now
on it's first stop Harrisons for me everytime.
Oh! | almost forgot . . . there’s this
rather dishy fellow ... "

Harrison

of SOUTHPORT

For maternity fashions, foundation garments

and all baby needs
8-10 PRINCES ST. SOUTHPORT Tel. 37974




YOULRAPLAYERS

ARNOLD GORSE (Wyndam Brandon)

Has been a member of the Southport Dramatic Club for
seventeen years and is our present Chairman. He has
appeared in many productions at the Little Theatre, covering
a full range of acting styles from pantomime to musicals
and from straight plays to comedies.

During last season he was seen in contrasting roles in
“Dame of Sark’”, “Dangerous Corner” and ‘“Something’s
Afoot.”

For many years he served as Chairman of the Productions
Committee, in charge of all aspects of stage work; this side
of theatre work he finds as interesting and invigorating as
actually ‘treading the boards.’

MARK BRAITHWAITE (Charles Granillo)

An S.D.C. member of the last eighteen months, he first
appeared in the 1978 end of season production “The Royal
Hunt of the Sun” as an Indian. He has since been cast in
“Dame of Sark’ as William Muller and as part of Ali Baba’'s
pet camel, Baccy, in last year's pantomime. Mark has also
tried his hand at backstage work, frequently helping out
behind the scenes when not actually involved in the pro-
duction.

He attended Southport Art College for three years and is
now a qualified Graphic Designer.

GODFREY HAND (Sabot)

A member for twelve years, has appeared in many product-
ions in minor parts and has put in many hours backstage
on over 30 productions.

JONATHAN R. ELLIOTT (Kenneth Raglan)

Formerly of mule fame in “Mother Goose” and Young
Martin in “The Royal Hunt of the Sun”’, is a third year sixth-
former at K.G.V.

He started drama seriously four years ago with the South-
port Youth Theatre. He has stage managed and acted in
six out of their eight productions, most unusual of which
was the Caterpillar in “Alice in Wonderful.”

He was also the first Youth Theatre member to be accepted
by the distinguished Manchester Youth Theatre, where he
has written music and acted at the Royal Exchange Theatre
in Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” and “Richard IIl.”

SANDRA THRELFALL (Leila Arden)

Prior to joining the Southport Dramatic Club, Sandra
appeared in many musicals with the Southport Operatic
Society, first as a dancer, then played major roles in
“Robert and Elizabeth’”, “The Girl Friend” and “The Boy
Friend.” Her first play for the S.D.C. was “Not Now Darling”
in 1971. Later came “All in Good Time”, “Spring and Port
Wine” and “Doctor in the House.” Then goodbye Southport
and off to West and East Africa with her husband and family,
where, back on the boards again she appeared in the



AND DIRECTOR

National Theatre, Kenya in ‘“Habeas Corpus” and ‘“‘Jesus
Christ Superstar.”

Returning to this stage again in 1978 to appear in “There
Goes the Bride,” also directed by Stanley Ellis and in
February this year, another farce, ‘“Correspondence
Course.” It is quite a challenge for her to take part in a
thriller after so many appearances in comedy plays.

JOHN EVANS (Sir Johnson Kentley)

Veteran of the S.D.C. whose first appearance was in
“Macbeth” in 1938 wearing the biggest cow horns with
which he inadvertently dragged on the curtain. Since then
he has preferred comedy and has played many roles over
the years.

Last seen as the dithering Dean in “Dandy Dick” last season
and previously was responsible for writing and producing
the last three pantomimes. Given enough ‘rope’ hopes to
play in many more productions.

VERA BURNS (Mrs. Debenham)

Joined the S.D.C. in the last 1940’s and has appeared in
many productions, the first of which was “My Lady’s Chess”
and the last, “Darling I'm Home” during the 1977/78
season.

Last year had great fun producing an Alan Ayckbourn
playlet. A few years ago spent a very engrossing time as
secretary of the Play Selection and Casting Committee.
Back-stage work on properties and wardrobe has also
proved highly enjoyable. Is at present the Chocolates
Manageress.

MIKE YATES (Rupert Cadell)

He first appeared on the ‘Little’ stage in “Picnic”’ some
six years ago, that being his first stage role since “Higgins
the Highwayman” at the age of ten.

During the time he has been an S.D.C. member he has
spanned the whole age range, from a child in “The Golden
Pathway Annual” to a toothless old actor (a glimpse, of
the future?) in “The Fantasticks.” Other roles include,
Bertie in “Crown Matrimonial” and Atahuallpa in “The Royal
Hunt of the Sun.”

Mike is also Assistant Stage Director and responsible for
backstage staffing of the shows at the theatre.

STANLEY ELLIS (Director)

Has appeared in repertory companies at Birmingham,
Hereford and Peterborough. He made his debut for the
Southport Dramatic Club in “Ring Round the Moon.” His
other parts include roles in “Hotel Paradiso”, “Salad Days”,
“Not Now Darling”, “Man For All Seasons” and “Voyage
Round my Father.” The plays he has produced for the club
include: “Good-Night Mrs. Puffin”, “Farewell, Farewell
Eugene”, “Saturday, Sunday, Monday”, “There Goes the
Bride”, his last production being “Dangerous Corner” in
March of this year.



know your bedroom is a
special place

Let us help you create an

elegant bedroom with
our exciting
NEW SEASON'S COLLECTION
of
BEDROOM CO-ORDINATES

Complement them with
luxurious towels and robes

by
YVES SAINT LAURENT

All on display now
at

Bedroom Design

18 Liverpool Road, Birkdale
Telephone 60357




‘Little’ Bits and Pieces

This page is the first of what we hope will be a regular
feature — bits and pieces of information and general
interest for our patrons, which hopefully will make them
feel a little more involved in what goes on. Its format is not
fixed, but we hope to maintain the two objectives of making
it informative and interesting.

if you have any comments to make of any sort, do let us
have them. There will not be space to print letters in full,
but we can indicate sentiments held by some of our
supporters. Drop your comments in at the Box Office, hand
them over the bar, or give them to any of our Front of House
staff.

The season is now well launched and our first production
“Dear Octopus”, played to virtually capacity audiences.
Where that was whatmay be termed a ‘family’ play, the
current production, “Rope”, is a thriller in the best spine-
chilling traditions. This will be followed by “The Mating
Game”, an hilarious comedy which brings us up to the
pantomime—‘Aladdin.” By °‘ringing the changes’ in this
way we hope to ensure variety and ‘something for everyone.’
Incidentaliy, have you noticed the new mural above the Box
Office. Instead of the blank expanse of glass, this is now
covered by a splendid selection of theatrical cartoons by
our subscriber, Bill Tidy. Our thanks to him for a splendid
piece of work!

Have you ever thought of joining the S.D.C. as a member?
There must be many who, as well as coming to see the piays
would like to find out more about the theatre and even take
part. Virtually everything in this theatre is done by amateurs
in their spare time—from acting, shifting scenery, building
sets, making and maintaining costumes to running the bar,
box office, selling programmes, serving coffee and making
sure people get to their correct seats. Whatever your talents
we could use them. Again, have a word with any existing
member, ask the bar staff, or anyone who is on duty in any
capacity. This applies to men and women alike and you will
find the club has a good social scene as well.

What about future events:

11th November — Visit by Bingley Little Theatre who are
presenting, for one night only, Alan Ayckbourn’s
“Confusions.”

7th December — 8.00 pm. S.D.C.’s Christmas Bazaar.
Contributions for this may be left at the theatre.

9th December — Ken Dodd and friends (including Bill Tidy)
return for a concert in aid of the North West Cancer
Relief Fund.

16th December — Carol Concert.

PANTOMIME—ADVANCE BOOKING

Box Office opens for advance booking: 19th November—
1st December 11 am—5 pm.



Telephone 32450 Established 18 years

FOR QUALITY
BREAD. CONFECTIONERY

AND SAVOURIES
Try

D. ROUTLEDGE

129 Eastbank Street, Southport

Also Wedding Cakes of Distinction and
Personal Service at all times

(CLOSED MONDAYS)

Pat & Geoff Randle invite you to stay with them at the

CRIMOND Hotel 28 kNowsLey ROAD

SOUTHPORT
LICENSED Tel. (0704) 36456

Parties Catered For



Phillips & Charles Intd.

JEWELLERS OF LIVERPOOL FOR 125 YEARS
11 Church Street, Ormskirk. Tel: Ormskirk 74108
17 Ranelagh Street, (Opp. Central Station), Liverpool. Tel: 051-709 7415

ACCESS AND BARCLAYCARD WELCOMED

WHEN VISITING HISTORIC ORMSKIRK
CALL AND SEE OUR EXCLUSIVE
ORMSKIRK CHURCH CHARMS IN 9ct. GOLD AND
STERLING SILVER

RINGS - WATCHES - SILVER PLATED WARE
WEDGWOOD - CUT GLASS, etc.

P.S. WE SHALL BE DELIGHTED TO SEE YOU AND GIVE
5% DISCOUNT ON PRESENTATION OF THIS

ADVERTISEMENT




WHAT'S ON
at other Little Theatres

BINGLEY LITTLE THEATRE

5th—10th November

Confusions
by Alan Ayckbourn

BOLTON LITTLE THEATRE

5th—10th November

On Monday Next

by Philip King

HALIFAX THESPIANS
10th—17th November

Jane Eyre

adapted from the novel by
Charlotte Bronte

by Helen Jerome

STOCKPORT GARRICK THEATRE

10th to 17th November

Cause Celebre

by Terence Rattigan

WIGAN LITTLE THEATRE

2nd to 10th November

Fallen Angels

by Noel Coward



‘Commercial & Industrial
Photography

WEDDINGS and ADVERTISING

C. H. LOKER
49 Arbour Street - Tel: 40292

For a memorable performance .

Wallpapers from

Ashcerofts

41 EASTBANK ST. SOUTHPORT
Tel. (s7D 0704) 32630
Choose from over 800 Stock Patterns

and over 100 Pattern Books
ADVISORY SERVICE AVAILABLE

For almost 70 years in the heart of
Churchtown Village — and still going strong

if. Tl.Gorse & Son

78 BOTANIC ROAD, CHURCHTOWN
Telephone 28354 SOUTHPORT

IRONMONGERS - SEEDSMEN - HARDWARE
AND A FINE SELECTION OF GIFTWARE

First-aid facilities are provided at this theatre by St. John
Ambulance Brigade, whose members give their
services voluntarily.

TELEPHONE BOOKINGS—Seats should be claimed as soon
as possible Box Office Telephone 30521 or 30460

REFRESHMENTS SERVED IN THE FOYER
DURING THE INTERVAL
SMOKING IS PROHIBITED IN THE AUDITORIUM

The Public may leave at the end of the Performance by
all exits and all exit doors will be at that time open.
If the Public leaves in an orderly manner THIS THEATRE
CAN BE EMPTIED IN THREE MINUTES OR LESS

THEATRE LICENCEE R, D. BLUE, B.EM.




THE
BOOKSHOP
OF
QUALITY
AND NOTE

C.K. Broadhurst & Co. Ltd

5 & 7 MARKET STREET, SOUTHPORT
Telephone Southport 32064

WATKINSON & BOND LTD., 25 BOTANIC ROAD, SOUTHPORT



