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Pre Theatre ==

Dinner fflce
10% off &l

your total bill

when dining in the restaurant
when theatre ticket is shown

Bar menu served
Tues - Sun 11.00am - 4.00p

Restaurant serving lunchtime menti
from £8.95
Tues - Sat 12.00pm - 2.30pm.

 ,
£10 Tuesdays, 2 courses *
every Tuesday from '
5.30pm - 9.00pm
TDH & A La carte also available

Tues - Thur TDH £13.95
Fri - Sat £15.95
A La Carte Also available

:
|

Sunday @ the office
with live music from 2.00p
Bar menu 12.00pm 4.00pmi
Restaurant 12.00pm - 7.00pm"’
with menus from £8.95 F

10% discount cannot be used
when dining on the £10 menu

for bookings telephone 01704 54 3
9b Hoghton Street;Southport PR9.OT'




Director’s notes

“People may say I can't sing,
but no-one can ever say 1
didn't sing”

Welcome to the Se l\llllpl\ll
Dramatic Club and the final
production of the season

Peter Quilter’s funny
yer moving play tells the real life

Glorious

story of the indomitable Florence
Foster Jenkins, the legendary
New York heiress and socialite
who wanted to be a great
operatic diva despite having one
ol the worst singing voices in
history. Florence used all her
money, charm and unstoppable
willpower to make 1 happen
Ihe soprano voice she hears in
her head is beaunful and it never
occurs 1o her that this 1s not the
sound issuing from her mouth

The play opens in 19405 New
York in the apartment that
Madam Jenkins shares with the
washed-up English actor, St

Stephen Hughes-Alty
Director

Claie, and finds her auditioning
her new planist Cosme McMoon
Addd in a Mexican maid who
speaks no English, her ditzy
companion Dorathy, a decrepit
poodle and a spiteful music lover
with no love for Florence and
you have all the ingredients for a
hilarious and heart-warming
comedy

I have been blessed to work with
A dedicared and wlented group
ol actors who have persevered 1o
bring these eccentric and
colourful characters to the stage
Similarly, the support we have
received from all areas of the
club has made the transition
from page to stage a smooth one.
Enjoy the contemporary set
design and the detailed period
costumes; experience the soaring
sound and the sublime lighting
and delight at the myriad of
bizaree props including a dead
chicken and a comatose poodle!
[ would like to thank everyone
who has helped to make this
performance possible

Finally, I would like to thank
you, our audience, for choosing
live theatre: | hope you Hind ow
production as ‘Glorious'! as we
have

Otiphon Ftughes-Lllly



Esm @5 BOS Musical Theatre Company
proudly presents

Musical Theatre Company
©THE BROADWAY MUSICAL®

Book by Music by Lyrics by
Mark 0'Donnell Marc Shaiman Scott Wittman
Thomas Meehan Marc Shaiman

Based on the New Line Cinema film written and directed by JOHN WALTERS

2, Little Theatre
. " Hoghton Street, Southport
B 23rd - 30th
¢S  May 2015

" Nightly performances at 7.30pm
Matinee on Saturday, 30th May at 2.00pm

Advanced Deket sales from

[ NODA National Yot Aprll 2015 - 01704 564042
‘,\J-~.’ 2
p 4 :,\ Opefallc and Theatre Box Office open gilly from
',"ﬁ?ﬁ Dramatic Association Suturday 16th May 2015, 11am « 2.30pm - 01704 530521
1
J{’a,jw,‘,p Registered Charity Visit our website:
No. 701236 www.BOSmtc.co.uk

This amateur production is presented by arrangement with JOSEF WEINBERGER LIMITED
on behalf of MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL of New York



The Author

Ihe playwright Peter Quilter was
borvin Colchester and went 1o
Leeds University, At the start of
his career, he presented the
children's BRC programme
Playdays’ and he also appeared
in the TV series “London'’s
Burning'.

‘Respecing Your Press’, an all-
female comedy, was Quilter's
first play. His next work was a
musical adaptation of Oscar
Wilde's “The Canterville Ghaost',
which starred Ron Moody and
was a hitwhen it toured the UK,
In 1999 Quilter's comedy on the
pop industry, ‘BoyBand the
Musical’, had its premiere at the
Gielgud Theatre in London’s
West End. It has also been
presented across the world and
was performed in the
Netherlands at 60 venues,

Peter Quilter wrote "Curtain Lp’
in 2004 and it had its premiere
that year an tour in the LK. It
was based on his work

Peter Quilter

‘RespectingYour Piers”. Quilter’s
first international hit ‘End of the
Rainbore’, about Judy Garland's
final months, premiered at
Australia’s Sydney Opera House
n 2005

Former Coronation Street actor
Iracie Bennett starred in the 2010
production of the show at

Northampton's Royal Theatre,
which transferred 1o the Trafalgar
Studios in London's West End.
The eritics praised the show and
it was covered by The Times, on
the paper’s front page It was also
presented on Broadway. In 2009
Quilter's play ‘Duets’, which is a
comedy about relationships,
premiered in Sydney, Australia,
at the Ensemble Theatre, The
playwright's work, ‘Celebrity’, was
filmed for Polish TV and It was
shown In January of this year at
feamTeatret in Denmark

In 2011, Quilter wrote ‘Just the
Ticket', a romantic comedy about
a 60-vear-old who repeats a
journey she made 1o Australia 40
vears previously. "The Morning
After’, where all the action takes
place in a bedroom, 1s sull
showing at the Divadlo Arena in
Brauslava three years after its
world premiere, Last year Quilter
wrote the plays: "The Actress” and
G000 Days’

;



MAGH u LL At the Little Theatre, Southport

MUSICAL THEATRE Wednesday |Oth to
COMPANY Sa’rurday 13th June

2015

Evenings - 7.20pm
Saturday Matinee - 2:15pm

Director:

Betty Hall

Musical Director:

Geoff Lavelle

Choreographers:
Alexandra Holmes

& Betty Hall

v =
Advanced Eru'l.m];:. fo
Betty & Graham on 01675 632 572

Bosed on n concaption of Jeroma Robbing

Book. by Authur Laurents

Music by Leonard Bernstein

Lyrics by Sluphcn Sondheim
) )

I

www.maghullmte.co.uk
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Glorious

Glortous, which tells the story of indisputable thing is how good

Florence Foster Jenkins, was she is, There's a small list of
comuedy actresses who can sing
badly

and not ruin their voices, and be

premiered at the Birmingham
Rep Theatre in 2005 and starred three big arfas a night

Maureen Lipman. At the end of

that year, the production,
directed by Alan Strachan and
produced by Mic hael Codron,
transferred to the Duchess
Iheatre in the West End and
remained there tor six months

Quilter was full of praise tor
Lipman’s portraval of Jenkins
and stated on the Otficial
London Theatre website on

November 17, 2005: "People can
think whatever they ke about

the play, but the one

really funny doing It" A review
in the Sunday Times said
“Maureen Lipman gives a
virtwoso perdormance, glittering,
hilarious and technically
breathtaking.”

At the 20006 Laurence Olivier
awards, which is an event that
recognises the best of British
theatre, Glorous was nominated
for Best New Comedy, but the
prize went 1o Heroes by Gerald
Sibleyras and Tom Stoppard

-
/

According 1o Quilter's official
site, Glorious has been seen by
over a million people in six
continents, In the same month
the show is being presented at
the Southport Little Theatre, it is
being performed at the Paris
Fairgrounds in Ontario, Canada

Florence Foster lenking Hved
from 1868 to 1944 and has been
labelled the worst singer in the
world. She gave performances in
New York and appeared at the
famous Carnegie Hall



Florence Foster Jenkins
A brief biography

Florence Foster lenkins (July 19,
1868 ~ November 26, 1944) was
an American amateur operatic
soprano who was known - and
nidiculed = for her lack of thythm,
pitch, and tone and her generally
poor singing ability.

lenkins received piano lessons as
a child and performed all over the
state of Pennsylvania, even
appearing at the White House,
Lpon graduating she expressed a
desire to go abroad to study
piano. Her wealthy father refused
to pay the bill, so she retaliated
and eloped to Philadelphia with
Dr Frank Thomton Jenking, o
physician. Shortly after their
marriage, Jenkins contracted
syphilis from her husband and
they separated shortly afterwards.
Jenkins then set hemsell up as a
teacher and a pianist. After
suffering an arm injury, she had
no means to make a living and
was reduced o near poverty. Her
mother came o her rescue and
the two moved to New York City
around 1900, 1t is then that she
decided to become a singer. In
1908 she began living with the
stage actor St Clair Bayfield (later
her manager), a relationship that
would last the rest of her life,

When her father died in 1909
Jenkins inherited sufficient funds
to begin her long-delayed singing
career, She took voice lessons and
become involved in the musical
social circles of Philadelphia and,
later, New York City, She became
a member of the many womens'
clubs = and became Director of
Music for many of these. She
began giving recitals in 1912, Ier
mother’s death in 1928 gave her
additional resources to pursue her
sInging career,

From her recordings it is apparent
that Jenkins had little sense of
pitch and rhythm, and was barely
capable of sustaming a note. Her
dubious diction, especially in
foreign language songs, is also
noteworthy. In actuality, the
ravages of syphilis had slowly
made its way to her brain and
auditory nerve system making her
partially deat. Then, to make it
even worse, the treatment of the
ern (not cure) was the equally
poisonous mercury. Nonetheless,
she became popular for the
amusement she provided. Critics
sometimes described her
pertormances in an “intentonally
ambiguous” way that may have
served to pique public curiosity,
e.g. “Her singing at its finest
suggests the untrammelled swoop
of some great bird”

Because of her inability 1o hear
combined with her life-long need
1o perform, Jenking apparently
was firmly convinced of her
greatness. She compared herself
favourably to the renowned
sopranos of the time, and
dismissed the abundant audience
laughter during her performances
as “professional fealousy”. She
was aware of her critics, but never
let them stand in her way.
“People may say | can’t sing”, she
said, "but no-one can ever say |
didn’t sing”

Her recitals featured a mixture of
the standard operatic repertoire
by Mozart, Verdi and lohann
Strauss (all well beyond her
technical ability); and songs
composed by herself or
accompanist Cosmé McMoon,
who reportedly made faces at
Jenkins behind her back o get
laughs.

lenkins often wore elaborate
costumes that she designed
herselt, sometimes appearing in
wings and tinsel, and throwing
flowers into the audience from a
basket (apparently on one
occasion, she hurled the basker
100)

Once, while riding in a taxi, it
collided with another car and
Jenkins let out a scream, She
then discovered that she could
sing “a higher C than ever
hefore®, and sent the cab driver a
box of expensive cigary,

In spite of public demand,
Jenkins restricted her rare
performances to clubs and the
Grand Ballroom of the Ritz-
Carlton Hotel where she would
give a recital annually in
October, Attendance was limited
to her loyal clubwomen and a
select few athers; she handled
distribution of the coveted tickets
herself. At the age of 76 she
finally yielded o public demand
and performed at Carnegie Hall
on Wednesday October 25, 1944,
Tickets for the event sold out
weeks in advance and numerous
celebrities attended, such as song
writer Cole Porter, Since this was
her first “public” appearance, the
newspaper critics were allowed to
attend and she recelved horrible
and sarcastic reviews, This
totally devastated her and the
next Monday she was shopping
in o Music Store and suffered a
heart attack. Jenkins died a
month later at her residence, the
Hotel Seymour in Manhattan,
Her music lives on,
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Synopsis of Scenes

The action takes place in New York City in 1944

Act 1
Scene | Florence's apartment at the Hotel Seymoutr
Scene 2 Ihe Melotone Recording Studio on 54th Street
Act 2
Scene | Ihe Grand Ballroom of the Ritz Carlton Hotel
Scene 2 A Churchyard
Scene 3 On Stage at Carnegie Hall
Scene 4 Ihe Performance on Stage at Carnegie Hall immediately afterwards

The Little Theatre - Home of the Southport Dramatic Club

Ihe SDC wishes to ensure that all our patrons enjov a comiortable, enjovable and safe visit to our theatre

We should be gratetul for vour co-operation in helping us 1o achieve this. Please note the following

Designated Premises Supervisor, Alan Newport

Should vou armve atter the performance has started, vou will be guided o your seats when a sunable oppartunity

LS
At the end of the performance, exits will be open at both the tront and back of the auditorium

Frest Aid assistance s |~'1:\l|.\||\ |'v--‘vu|t d by volunteers from the St lohn Ambulance |5:|u.ul{ Should vou
reauire help, please advise our stewards on duty in the Foyer

Patrons with hearing impairments should note that the auditorium has an Induction Loop System tor yous

Assistance
Please ensure that all mobile phones and electranic devices are switched olf during the performance

Photography and video recording are not allowed during the performance { }




Kathy Felton-Aksoy

Florence Foster Jenkins




Jacquie Wade
Dorothy

!. Ann Richards
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Glorioue? Cometimesg!
Brilliant? Of Cource!

THE LIONS SHOP

We always try to hit the right note with our sometimes glorious, always brilliant,
treasure-trove of clothing, furniture, ornaments, and bric-a-brac, books on all
kinds of subjects, and a range of CDs including most kinds of music!

Come and visit us and look through our range of super bargains!

All the profits from The Lions Shop go to support the charitable work of
Southport Lions Club, which has been helping local people since 1962
Now, shall we go, Flo?

THE LIONS SHOP

664 LIVERPOOL ROAD, AINSDALE, SOUTHPORT, PR8 3LT
® 01704 577446 WWW.THELIONSSHOP.INFO

YOUR LOCAL
7 FRIENDLY SOLICITORS

| MOXWQ" .W]lls
HOdge « Probate

—— « Court of Protection
SOLICITORS
———— « Conveyancing

mlchaelyates@ma;web.co.uk
« Powers of Attorney 01704 872156

Appointments at our local office and Alntr rmby
home visits can be arranged please

tall Michael Yates., Kirkby Maghull

\www.maxwellhodge.co.uk ;S5 7370 0151526 7131




Staging

Stage Manager ... Lindsay Haywood
Assistant Stage Manager (Prompt) ... Sue Palmer
Properties ........ Mo Leefe, Celia Timmington & Sarah Viali
Wardrobe ........ Kate IHargreaves
Lighting ........ Mike Clarke
Flyman ... Adrian Roberts & Team
Sound Design ... Brian Hodge
Sound Operator ........ Brian Hodge
Scenic Artist ... Bob Jessamine
Set Design ... Stephen Hughes-Alty
Set Construction ........ The SDC Construction Team
Photographs ... Fletcherhill Photography
Programme Editor ... Jacquie Bolshaw
Programme Content & Research ... Henry James
Press Promotion ........ Ron Ellis & Fllen Campbell
Programme Layout and Design Mitchell & Wright (Printers) Ltd

Florence's Performances:
Adele’s Laughing Song - Strauss (Die Fledermaus)
Habanera = Bizet (Carmen)

Queen of the Night = Mozart (The Magic Flute)

Piano Accompaniments - lom Kimmance

Acknowledgements

[hank vou to Sue Palmer for looking after evervone during rehearsals. Thanks go to Barbara
Galvin for the wigs. My deepest gratitude to James Hughes-Alty for providing Maria's chicken
and Little Ricky! No poodles were harmed during tonight’s production.
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Nicola Sheard

o 01772 434708
= nicola.sheard@barkingmad.uk.com
BarkingMad.uk.com
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Birkdale Boutique

Betty Barclay
Olsen
Bianca

Doris Streich

Frank Walder
Lebek

Steilmann
Tia
Oscar B
Emreco

/
5 Weld Parade, Birkdale Village, Southport PR8 20] f
Tel: 01704 569697







PRINT QUALITY THAT STANDS OUT

mitchell&wright
printersitd

Tel: 01704 535529 - Email: salesfdmitchellwright.co.uk

NWCY

NORTH WEST CANCER RESEARCH

Help us to
understand Cancer...

Funding cancer research for over 60 years.
NWCR 22 Oxford Street, Liverpool L7 7BL | T: 0151 709 2919 | F: 0151708 7997

Donate today at: www.nwcr.org




NOW IN REHEARSAL

Kings and
Queens

Featuring excerpts from
Tracey Batchelor  The Regina Monologues
and The Lion In Winter

For your entertainment and delight we have chosen two
well written and crafted plays which feature........ two
Henry's (kings) and the ladies in their lives

We begin the evening with

‘The Regina Monologues’

By Rebecca Russell and Jenny Wafer
m Directed by Tracey Batchelor.

Jan Hale “Divorced, beheaded died, divorced, beheaded, survived”
...... six women have passed Into legend and of course it
couldn’t happen today, yet .....six modern women also married one man, their lives are
both separate and intertwined and in no small part mirror the past!!! ‘The Regina
Monologues’ are funny, clever, insightful and incredibly sad. Three Catherine’s, two
Anne’s and a Jane tell their stories and share a hatred of all things ginger. After an
interval we follow this regal story with.....

‘The Lion In Winter’

By James Goldman
Directed by Jan Hale.

It is Christmas, Queen Eleanor of Aquitaine is released from her keep to join the family
and as with all families, especially at Christmas, sparks flyl We have chosen scenes
featuring the King and the two most important women in his life..... The Queen and the
Princess Alais Capet who is promised to the heir to the throne “Richard the Lionheart"!!!
She has been raised by Eleanor as a daughter, but has become the King's Mistress.

Come and enjoy some ‘Regal Comedy in the Round’ from modern day back to 1183,




CONTRACT FLOORING

Specialists in all Business Applications b\
: Am co KQRNQE

e Carpet for Offices @ Vinyl and Linoleum SN NG
® \WCs and Kilchens ® \Vet areas \\/
® Safety Flooring ® Sports Surfaces @ Tarkett

® Entrance Systems @ Hardwood Flooring

- 74 Ormskirk Business Park, New Court Way,
WeSt La I'l CaS h l l'e Ormskirk, Lancashire L38 2YT

T. 01695 576369  F, 01695 570623

Flooring Limited  smngufoorngcou

www.wiflooring co.uk

Car Parking - A Special Offer!

We have an arrangement with the N.C.P. car park in
London Street (only a few minutes away - opposite
the Albert Hotel)

The N.C.P. car park usually charges at an hourly rate.
However, if you present your ‘car parking’ ticket at the N c P
Little Theatre Box Office, Bar or Foyer Servery you will
be given a ‘follow-on’ ticket. When you return to the
N.C.P. car park to pay before driving away you then insert firstly the ‘car
parking’ ticket followed by your ‘follow-on’ ticket and the charge will be
reduced to £1.00.

We hope you will find the new service useful, but please remember to
collect your ‘follow-on’ ticket from the Theatre before leaving to obtain
this valuable reduction.

This service is operated by N.C.P. for our patrons and not by the S.D.C.
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COMING

to the Little Theatre
Home of the Southport Dramatic Club

* It is now possible for you to book any SDC production
in the current season whenever the box office is open

BOS Musical 23rd - 30th May 2015

Theatre Company Hairspray
The Broadway Musical

Book by Marc O'Donnell, Thomas Meehan

Box Office Opens Music by Marc Shaiman, Lyrics by Scott Wittman, Marc Shaiman
16th May 2015 at 11.00am Advanced booking on: 01704 564042

SDC Bar 2nd - 6th June 2015

Production K o d Q
2/ '? Featuring excerpts from The Regina Monologues
*Box Office Opens and The Lion In Winter
26th May 2015 at 11.00am by special arrangement with Samuel French
Maghull Musical 10th - 13th June 2015
Theatre Company (Matinee on 13th June)
West Side Story
This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Joset
Box Office Opens Weinberger Ltd on behalf of Music Theatre International of New York
3rd June 2015 at 11,00am Advanced booking on: 01695 632372

Loreto Bamber 19th - 20th June 2015

dance Academy 50 Years Of
Happy Feet

jvanced booking on: 01704 583351

Southport 27th June - 4th July 2015
Spotlights Mgsical Sister ACt

Theatre Society

Box Office Opens
18th June 2015 a1 6.00pm

Music by Alan Menken, Lyrics by Glenn Slater,
Book by Cheri & Bill Steinkellner, Based on the Touchstone
Box Office Opens Motion Picture “Sister Act” Written by Joseph Howard

22nd June 2015 Advanced booking on: 07927 331977

like us on
facebook
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Southport Dramatic Club

An SDC Bar Production

Kings®

Queens

Featuring Excerpts From

The Regina Monologues

By Rebecca Russell & Jenny Wafer
(Directed By Tracey Batchelor)

and The Lion In Winter
By James Goldman (Directed By Jan Hale):

2nd - 6th June, 2015

at7 45pm
p Inl " °m°“‘
tripadvisor* E TH EATR uo ,.ooulﬂf c\;AﬂG“
::,:vrut.: Tickets: £9 Home of the o ¥
‘u uthport Dramatic Club

Box Office Opens: 26th May 2015 at 11.00am m
Box Office Tel: (01704) 530521 / 530460 M

< www.littletheatresouthport.co.uk Hoghton Street, Southport PR OPA fhoshlek

- e KN 2



