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Director’s notes

Welcome to an evening of
murder and mystery:,

in the script - just when you
think you have worked it out
the ending has a very

As we all know everyone surprising twist,

enjoys a good thriller and this
particular play does not
disappoint. All my cast have
worked so hard perfecting ’
the characters, as none of
them have any
resemblance to the
character they are
portraying (or so they tell
me!) Any one of them could
be a suspect. The clues are

My grateful thanks fo all my
hardworking cast and crew
and also to you our
audience for your continuing
support. We hope you enjoy
our production.

i, el I Hilar\vj Thowmson
Hilary Thomson Direvtor
Director
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BAR & RESTAURANT

Pre Theatre
Dinner

10% off

your final bill

when theatre ticket is shown

we are opposite the
Little Theatre on Hoghton Street

Lite Bites Served Mon - Sat 11.00-2.30
Sunday Tapas InBar 12.00-6.00
with Restaurant Serving
From 12001l 7.00
TDH & A La Carte Served
Tues - Sat 5.30 il 9.30
& Sunday 12.00till 7.00

For Bookings Telephone: 543354
9b Hoghton Street . Southport . PR OTE




A look at the characters in
Proscenophobia

THE author of
Proscenophobia, Bettine
Manktelow, takes the
behaviour of her characters
from her life experiences.

The cast in the play portray a
number of illustrations of this,
which include the
competitive element
between Addie and Millie.
There is also the fact that
Pearl tries to out-perform
Millie,

Proscenophobia is set in the
dressing room of a theatre
during a thriller.

In the opening scenes the
audience is introduced to
Addie and Millie.

Addie has the main role in
the thriller and she likes to
dominate Millie, who is her
understudy - this is shown in
the way Addie speaks about
her fo Justin, the company

manager, when we learn
that it is Addie’s dressing
room and that Millie who
hates to share with Pearl, is
dllowed to share it only
because Addie has said so.

Addie is also always asking
Millie to carry out chores for
her. For example she asks
Millie to put a bouquet of
flowers in a vase for her,

Millie says no at first, adding:

"I might be your understudy,
but I'm not your slave.”
However Millie changes her
mind when Pearl offers to
help.

Later Millie is annoyed
because Pearl has tried to
outperform her on stage.
Millie is resentful of her and
says: “You upstaged me
throughout our scene
together, forcing me to tum
my back on the audience
four fimes!”

In the ensuing argument
Pearl calls her a “prima
donna” and Millie throws her
out of the dressing room.

There are other emotions
displayed in the play by
various characters, but fo go
intfo those may give the
murderer away.....
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History of Who-dunnits

THE audience in
Proscenophobia do not find
out who the murderer is until
the very end of the
performance. In who-
dunnits the puzzle is the
main feature of the book,
play or film. The audience, or
the reader is often given a
number of clues by the
author to help them work out
the murderer before they are
revealed. Many of the
characters in the play have
a motive for the crime.

The who-dunnit was very
popular between the 1920s
and 1950s, which was the
"Golden Age” of detective
fiction. During this time, the
best writers of who-dunnits
were British and included
Agatha Chiristie, Christianna
Brand and Edmund Cirispin.

Agatha Christie, the Queen
of Crime, is considered to be
the best-selling novelist of all.
Arguably, her most famous

who-dunnit play is The
Mousetrap which has a
famous twist af the end. The
play was first put on stage in
London in 1952 and is still
performed today. In the
history of British theatre, it is
the longest running play. This
November it celebrates its
60™M birthday. Bettine
Manktelow makes reference
to The Mousefrap in
Proscenophobia. One of the
main characters, Addie
Marchbanks, is talking about
the thriller she is in to Justin
James, the company
manager. She is worried
about the future of the thriller
and says: "l dont know what
more | can do. There must
be a way to keep going.
After all, The Mousetfrap
nearly folded after a few
months, and then
miraculously took off,
Nobody knows why.” Another
famous Christie who-dunnit
book is The Murder of Roger
Ackroyd.

Americans wrote who-
dunnits as well and they
were different to English
ones, which often had a set
format. In the American
who-dunnits the plots were
grittier. The storylines were
offen put together in the
same way that the British
ones were, An example of
an American writer who
wrote who-dunnits was
Raymond Chandler. Among
his work is The Big Sleep,
which was first published in
1939, and was made into a
film starring Humphrey
Bogart and Lauren Bacall. In
recent years who-dunnits
have even made it onto the
SOQpPs on 1v.

Phil Mitchell (Steve
McFadden) who had a lot of
enemies was shot in Albert
Sguare in 20071 in an
episode of East Enders. Later
that year 22 million people
tuned into the programme
to see who had shot him.
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Synopsis of Scenes

The action of the play takes place in
Adelaide’s dressing room in a
provincial theatre,

The fime - the present

Act 1

Scene 1 Half an hour before the show

Scene 2 Later that evening

Act 2

Scene 1 Two days later

Scene 2 Later that afternoon

There will be an interval of 20 minutes
between the two Acts.

We recommend that you beat the rush
and pre-order your drinks in the lbar prior
to the performance.




Valerie Pedlar

- Georgina Gillen

10

Carole Quirk

RS
et S s




lain Robertson

Jacky Samuels

11







Staging

Stage Manager ........ Pete Beswick
Assistant Stage Manager (Prompt) ........ Fran Percival
Properties ........ Sandy Town, Lynn Gosling &
Elizabeth Littlejohns
Lighting Design ........ Syd Coley
Lighting Operator ........ Poppy Flanagan
Sound Design ........ Brian Hodge & Roy Cairr
Set Design ........ Michele Martin
Set Construction ........ SDC Construction Team
Scenic Artist ........ Bob Jessamine
Photographs ........ Fletcherhill Photography
Programme Editor ........ Jacquie Bolshaw
Programme Content & Research ........ Henry James
Programme Layout and Design ........ Mitchell & Wright (Printers) Ltd

Music in this production

Hamlet (the film) - William Walton
Francesca Da Rimini Overture - Tchaikovsky
Night on Bare Mountain - Mussorgsky
Richard Il (the film) - William Walton

The Little Theatre -
Home of the Southport Dramatic Club.

The SDC wishes to ensure that all our patrons enjoy a comfortable, enjoyable and safe visit to our theatre. We
should be grateful for your co-operation in helping us to achieve this. Please note the following:

¢ Should you arrive after the performance has started, you will be guided to your seats when a suitable
opportunity occurs.

® At the end of the performance, exits will be open at both the front and back of the auditorium.

e First Aid assistance is regularly provided by volunteers from the St. John Ambulance Brigade. Should you
require help, please advise our stewards on duty in the Foyer.

°  Patrons with hearing impairments should note that the auditorium has an Induction Loop System for your
assistance. Hearing wands are also available from our stewards.

Designated Premises Supervisor,

Alan Newport
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A relaxed and informal shopping experience offering an extensive
collection of stylish ladies fashions and accessories

Doris Streich © Emreco * Evalinka
Frank Walder « Gelco © Habella
Lebek ¢ Oscar B ©* Pomodoro
Poppy Slgnature Steilmann
5 Weld Parade, Birkdale Vlllage Southport PR8 2DT
Tel: 01704 569697 www.birkdaleboutique.co.uk
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Bettine Manktelow

Bettine Manktelow has been
involved in professional and
amateur theatre from an
early age and she was a
repertory actress at fifteen
years of age. In 1975,
Bettine had her first short
story published called
Freddie, which won a prize in
a writer's magazine.

Bettine decided to take up
playwriting when she could
noft find a publisher for her
first novel. The first play she
wrote (a kitchen-sink drama)
which was not published,
was performed for ex-pats in
Singapore and the
audience found it funny. In
her plays, since then, she
has included comic
characters or lines.

In the 1970s while directing
for a Ramsgate (Kent)
amateur company her
career as a playwright took
off. Her play, They Call it
Murder, was performed by a
professional company

locally and luckily a
representative from the
London play publishers,
Samuel French, was in the
audience and he liked it
and agreed for it to be
published. After that play
was printed, Bettine’s works
have been performed
regularly by amateurs across
the country, and all over the
world, even as far as
Australia.,

They Call It Murder is about
the elderly character Mr
Dalrymple and the question
who will receive his money
when he dies.

Bettine has written over 20
plays, with the majority of
them being printed by
Samuel French or Jasper
Publishing. Proscenophobia
(Stage Fright) was first
performed in Deal, Kent on
March 22, 2001 at the Astor
Theatre Arts Centre. It is a
who-dunnit set in the
dressing-room of a provincial

theatre and is part of a
theatrical frilogy along with
Curtain up on Murder and
Curtain Call.

The writer also had a novel
published called No Time
For Tears in 2004, which is
about two lovers from
different classes separated
by the First World War. She
had a collection of short
stories printed in 2008 called
Mostly About Men.

Bettine has said her writing is
influenced by her life
experiences and the jobs
she has carried out including
being an actress, pub
landlady and medical
secretary. But the characters
and plofs are, of course,
fictitious. She lives in Capel-
le-Ferne, near Folkestone
where she is involved in an
amateur dramatic society
and she writes and directs
plays for them.

Some common symptoms
of stage fright:

Dry mouth, tight throat, sweaty hands, cold hands, nausea, iratic pulse,
shaking and trembling - but fo mention a few...

However unpleasant the symptoms of sfagefright may be it gives the adrenaline a
massive surge, sharpens the reflexes, heightens the energy and aids a good

performance.
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NORTH WEST
CANCER RESEARCH
FUND

HELP US FIND THE CAUSE
Funding Cancer Research for Over 50 Years

22 Oxford Street, Liverpool L7 7BL Tel: 0151 709 2919
Charity Reg. No.223598

Our customers say...
“Aladdin’s Cave” “Best little shop in town”

Streets Ahead

Supporting
Alder Hey Children’s Hospital
Imagine Appeal

49 Eastbank Street, Southport, PR8 1DY
Telephone: 01704 533377 Mobile: 07758 601124

First-class second-hand affordable goods
We sell anything & everything (including the kitchen sink)!!

Have you discovered us yet?!
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Brain Teaser -
some theatrical superstitions

Question T1:

Question 2:

Question 3:

Question 4:

To say "good luck” might bring bad luck -
what might an actor say instead?
a) Black cats, o) Break a leg, ¢) Take a break.

Which play title is regarded as bad luck if mentioned prior to the start
of a production?

How is the play referred to if it must be?

Which of the following actions by actors is considered unlucky?
a) Whispering, b) Whistling, c) Whinging.

Answers to the Brain Teaser on page 19
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NOW IN REHEARSAL
The Dangers
of Tobacco
4th - 12th May 2012

Alistair Hewitt A comedy written and directed by
Writer & Director Alistair Hertt

The Dangers of Tobacco is a comedy about the relationship between three sisters and
one man, Rory Tobacco.

The eccentric Marie, the promiscuous, enigmatic Cissie and the bossy local councillor,
Eva, have grown apart somewhat, creating their own, very different lives. Yet when
Rory Tobacco, Marie’s ex-husband, re-enters their lives, they demonstrate that they are
still close enough to be cruel, vicious and brutally honest, as only true siblings can
be....
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COMING SOON
to the Little Theatre
Home of the Southport Dramatic Club

Lnné?fwag
75th

ANNIVERSARY 1937 - 2012

Projegﬁon 4th - 12th May 2012 17th June 2012
The Dangers | odhan  pp Evening
Brass
of Tobacco e
£ k Production of
‘? A comedy written and
= fdiseted Music with
Box Office Opens: by Alistair Hewitt Advanced
27th April 2012 Sponsored by bookings O I d H a I I B rass
at 11.00am Mitchell & Wright Printers Ltd 01942 715684
girkﬁale 26th May - 2 June 2012 BLorelrfo
rpheus amber 22nd - 23rd June 2012
Society The Soupd of A(I?aadnec&y D
Production Music Prediiction ance
Music by Richard Rodgers
Box Office Opens: yLyrics by & Box Office Opens: S u m m e r
19th May 2012 Oscar Hammerstein I 21st June 2012 Sh
Avarce By arrangement with Josef Sl OW
bookings Weinburger Ltd bookings
01704 564042 01704 538351
SDC Southport -
Bar/Studio  5th- 9th June 2012 spotight Ut dune - 7th July 2012
Production SDC’s Bar/Studio Production Thex(r:::lscgliety Th e
Production
N Two ey Producers
? A ) Book by Mel Brooks and
=/ A multi-faceted drama B:;t‘l:fjf:f:eoz%i';s’ Thomas Meehan
Box Office Opens: By Jim Cartwright Advance Music and Lyrics by Me' Brooks
28th May 2012 Directed by Robin Hirsch bookings by arrang_ement with Josef
at 11.00am 01704 228936 Weinburger Ltd
Maghull 13th - 16th June 2012
Musical
Theatre j e kyl I &
Company > o
Production Hyd e
Book and lyrics by LE THE
B%x I?Jfﬁce ggf;ﬁ Leslie Bricusse
tAdu"e ' Music by Frank Wildhorn ool i
hu::ir:rcgi By arrangement with Josef Southport Dramatic Club
01695 632372 Weinburger Ltd

Box Office Tel: (01704) 530521/530460

www.littletheatresouthport.co.uk Hoghton Street, Southport PR9 0PA
NO BOOKING FEES OR CARD CHARGES
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Southport Dramatic Club [k

“The~sfsterh$‘mi/ wish they had never met Rory Tobacco, " . -
‘ but what does he think about them?” |

4th - 12th May 201
. 7.45pm

(%/f

Sponsored by 'I' '|'
mitchell&wright T LE,:I- I:!hEA HE
A Pri“ters 'imited Southport Dramatic Club

No booking charges or card fees
Box Office Opens: 27th April 2012 at 11.00am

Box Office Tel: (01704) 530521/530460 ,
l www.littletheatresouthport.co.uk Hoghton Street, Southport PR9 OPA .




