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Box Office Tel: (01704) 530521/530460 Fax: (01704) 546782
Hoghton Street, Southport PR9 OPA. www.littletheatresouthport.co.uk




Duncan Sheard Glass
chartered accountants

Are delighted to sponsor Southport
Dramatic Club’s production of

Mrs Mawkham

At DSG we offer intelligent business and
financial advice to the North West region.

For advice - or just a chat - about your
finances, give us a call.

Initial advice - no commitment and no fee.
Contact: Ian Douglas

M ?; Duncan Sheard Glass

Chartered Accountants

45 Hoghton Street
Southport
Merseyside PR9 OPG
Tel: 01704 517333
Fax: 01704 500113
E-mail: southport@dsg.uk.com




Another season,
another show...

am very pleased to welcome you to another

main season of plays at the Little Theatre. This
is a special year for our theatre in which we
celebrate the 70th Anniversary of its opening
on 30th September, 1937. As always we have
tried to provide variety in our choice of plays
and | hope you will enjoy this seasons selection,
with the dependable Ray Cooney getting us off
to a good start.

So sit back and enjoy - and many happy returns
not just to the theatre but to yourselves as you

come back for play after play for the remainder
of the season.

| look forward to seeing you many times during
the coming year.

Thanks for the
memory...

In this anniversary year we would like to share
your memories of the Little Theatre - a
particular play, an amusing story, some event of
particular significance to you e.g. did you meet
your spouse at the Theatre? Please send them
in writing to me at the theatre and we will try
and publish them in the programmes,
subscribers newsletters etc.

Brian Forshaw
Chairman

It need only be a sentence or two or, at the
most a paragraph. | look forward to hearing
from you.

Here is one to get us going:

| have only appeared in one play on the Little
Theatre stage in a very minor role - Chairman
of the jury - in the courtroom drama Witness
for the Prosecution in September 1998. |
suppose, legally, that in one performance, the
case should have been suspended when one of
my jury failed to reappear after the interval.
She remembered that she had left a chicken
cooking in the oven and had to go home to

Move Over turn it off!

Mrs Markham g
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Supplying the complete
range of legal
services

Maxwel

so“mmmhodge

contact Mlichael Yates on

01704 872156

Home and out of hours visits by arrangement

~ 74 Ormskirk Business Park
e S e s e et

New Court Way
Ormskirk

Lancashire L39 2YT

: Tel: 01695 578369
West Lancashire Fax: 01695 570623

Flooring Limited Email: admin@wlflooring.co.uk

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC
FLOORING SPECIALISTS

Decorative Vinyls/Linoleum
Carpets ~ Hardwood Flooring
Stripwood ~ Blockwood ~ Parquet

& Tarkett




Robin Hirsch
Director

Move Over
Mrs Markham

“Oh what tangled
webs we weave
when first we
practice to deceive”

ay Cooney's farce Move Over Mrs Markham

does just that and more! The cast work very
hard ‘to deceive’ and they certainly get
‘tangled’!

We hope you enjoy their antics in this opening
play of the 70th Anniversary Season, which has
been a great pleasure to direct.

/CW Heved
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@ mitchellawright
COLOUR AT PRINT

For an outstanding

performance
...visit the experts

01704 535229

sales@mitchellwright.co.uk

NORTH WEST
CANCER
RESEARCH
FUND

HELP US FIND THE CAUSE
Funding Cancer Research for Over 50 Years

22 Oxford Street, Liverpool L7 7BL Tel: 0151 709 2919
Charity Reg. No. 223598




RAY COONEY

began his theatrical career as a boy actor in Song
of Norway at the Palace Theatre in 1946. He
served his apprenticeship by playing various
repertory companies from Worthing to Blackburn
before graduating to Brian Rix’s company at the
Whitehall Theatre in 1956.

Ray Cooney He has written 15 plays for stage, screen and
radio, he has acted in 18 plays in the West End
and America and has similarly directed an
amazing 63 shows around the world. Today Ray
Cooney is recognized theatrically and publicly as
‘the master of farce’ and many of his writings
have been translated into more than 40 foreign
languages including Chinese, Japanese and
Russian. He teamed up with John Chapman in the
sixties and seventies, at which time together they
wrote some of their greatest successes... Chase Me
Comrade, My Giddy Aunt, Not Now Darling and
Move Over Mrs Markham written in 1971.

JOHN CHAPMAN

trained initially as an actor at the Royal Academy
of Dramatic Art. After three years, he decided to
write for the theatre instead. His first play Dry Rot
opened at the Whitehall Theatre, London in 1954
and was a resounding success, running for three
and a half years, a total of 1,475 performances.

He has in all, written 27 plays for the stage, but is
known equally for his connection with the BBC,
having written over 200 comedies for BBC and
Thames television, writing for many famous
comedy actors and actresses such as June
Whitfield and Terry Scott.

As noted above he and Ray Cooney, had a very
successful writing partnership with a series of
long-running London shows to show for it. John
Chapman is married to Actress Betty Impey and
they have four sons.

Move Over
Mrs Markham
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Country House
Restaurant and Hotel
Southport Old Road
Formby
01704 572430

At Tree Tops we pride ourselves on providing first
class service and excellent food along with friendly
and efficient staff to ensure that your wedding is
the most memorable day of your lives. Our Superb
Marquee is capable of seating up to 250. Or
alternatively for the more intimate wedding parties
you may want to hold your civil
marriage/partnership in our beautiful Conservatory,
followed by your reception in our Superb
Restaurant. Our Lodges situated in the grounds
can accommodate your guests overnight.

For more information call

01704 572430

www.treetopsformby.co.uk
sales@treetopsformby.fsnet.co.uk




Henry and Philip

Sylvie and Alistair

Philip and Henry

Move Over
Mrs Markham
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Move Over
Mrs Markham

By Ray Cooney & John Chapman
Directed by Robin Hirsch

Cast

Joanna Markham ..........cccc...... Emma Hitchcock
Alistair Spenlow .......ccccceueee. Will Cain
SyIViesess o o Holly Donoghue
Linda lodgeie. e Helen Pritchard
PhilipiMankihamiseescs e Peter Forshaw
Henry Lodge ......cccccceunenee. Simon Armstrong
Walter Pangbourne .................. Steve Pritchard
Olive Harriet Smythe ......cccooeeneee. Irene Trim
Miss Wilkinsom: ..« ccesieaness Beccy Beardsell

The action of the play takes place in
Philip and Joanna Markham's top floor London flat.

Time: The present.

Act |

About 7pm on a warm summer evening.

Act 2

The same as Act 1. The action is continuous.

There will be an interval of 20 minutes between the two acts.
Why not beat the rush and pre-order your interval drinks in the bar?
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Staging

Stage Manager ...... Chris Ratcliffe

Assistant
Stage Manager (Lift) ...... Sabrina Regazzoni

Assistant
Stage Manager (Book) ...... Fran Percival
...... Sherel Coley
Props ...... June Hunter
...... Julie Whelan

...... Jeremy Myers

Costumes ...... SDC Wardrobe & Cast

Set Design ...... Syd Coley

Lighting ...... Tony Berry
...... Chris Hutchinson

Sound ...... Brian Hodge
...... Bernie Howat

Set Construction ...... Roderick Beardsell
...... Pete Beswick
...... And Team
Scenic Artist ...... Bob Jessamine

Photographs ...... Neil Hickson

Acknowledgments

The director would like to thank:

Stokers Special Furnishers, Hoghton Street,
Southport and Settle UK, Eastbank Street,
Southport.

The Little Theatre -
Home of the Southport
Dramatic Club.

The SDC wishes to ensure that
all our patrons enjoy a

comfortable, enjoyable and safe

visit to our theatre. We should

be grateful for your cooperation
in helping us to achieve this.

Please note the following:

Should you arrive after the
performance has started,
you will be guided to your
seats when a suitable
opportunity occurs.

At the end of the
performance, exits will be
open at both the front and
back of the auditorium.

First Aid assistance is
regularly provided by
volunteers from the St.
John’s Ambulance Brigade.
Should you require help,
please advise our stewards
on duty in the Foyer.

Patrons with hearing
impairments should note
that the auditorium has an
Induction Loop System for
your assistance. Hearing
wands are also available
from our stewards.

Cameras and recording
equipment may not be
operated during
performances

KINDLY ENSURE
THAT YOUR MOBILE
PHONE IS SWITCHED
ORE:

Thank you.

DESIGNATED PREMISES
SUPERVISOR, ALAN
NEWPORT
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THE SOUTHPORT DRAMATIC CLUB presents

A comedy by
Ray Cooney and John Chapman
CHARACTERS
(in order of their appearance)

JoanpatMartkhame ..o sre et B BT B Eileen Huxtable
AlisStair SPENIOW .......uviiiiiiiiiiee e Keith Tyrer
SV B B D R e e i e e g e e vea o Vivienne Tyrer
I gTo I T I o To [o =P TRR Shelia Furlong
PhilipiMatkhamseee. .. o vinnani@iutmanul o 2 Ray Mann
Henry Lodgel Ssaatl B8 Kol ieiiissidosste Fennanmsansesmmmrren Brian Tooley
Walte BPaNGDOURDE gz e cmases ssessissssmissssizsasnsssisnnssssis Frederick Harding
Olive'Harriet:Smyther............. 882 8 30N RNEYY JNe o g Mary Croll
IS SR IS O e e dun o s Tl i v’ Ann Stowell

The play produced by Thelma Falls-Hand

From left to right: Vivienne Tyrer, Ray Mann and Brian Tooley

Move Over 1st - 9th October 1976

Mrs Markham

12



Emma Hitchcock
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Will Cain

Holly Donoghue

Emma Hitchcock -
Joanna Markham

It's been 5 years since Emma was last seen on
the SDC stage. You may be more familiar with
her services to the club behind (and “in front
of” for that matter) the theatre bar! Luckly
Mrs Markham is also partial to the odd G&T so
she should feel right at home!

Will Cain -

Alistair Spenlow

Will hopes that you will like his handy work,
both in the lounge and the bedroom. He says
that it has been hard work with all the
‘Goosing’, the catalogues, and messing about
with the key hole. It's a miracle he's got time
to do any decorating at all

Will hopes you will, enjoy!

Holly Donoghue -

Sylvie

Holly has appeared in some of our Youth
Productions, but this is Holly’s first main
season production and what an education it's
been for her.

She didn’t know what a goose really was until
she experienced one first hand!

(Welcome to the SDC Holly) Ed.
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Henry, Philip and Alistair

Sylvie and Alistair

The full cast

Move Over
Mrs Markham
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Helen Pritchard

Peter Forshaw

Simon Armstrong

Helen Pritchard -
Linda Lodge

Helen and Linda have a lot in common... they
both love champagne, chandeliers, shopping,
and Walter!

The similarities end there. Helen could never
be a scatterbrained match-making flirt!

But she can’t do a thing until she’s had a cup
of tea.

Peter Forshaw -
Philip Markham

Peter has discovered many things during
rehearsals for this play, not least his dislike of
children’s books, a fear of ladies’ suspenders
and a fondness for ‘Goose’!

Over the past 20 years, Peter has enjoyed
many highlights at the SDC but perhaps his
proudest moment was seeing his Dad recently
installed as the Club Chairman.

Simon Armstrong -
Henry Lodge

Simon has found playing the role of Henry
Lodge, an English Gentleman (albeit not
always a perfect gentleman!), a refreshing
change from the string of foreign accents he
has had to adopt in his most recent
appearances at the Little Theatre.

Simon would just like to point out that if his

wife asks, he is out “entertaining an
important client” this week! Mum'’s the word.
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EMERSON MENSWEAR

16 Cambridge Walks, Southport PR8 1EN
Telephone 01704 500636 ® Fax 01704 545327

emoil: emersonmenswear@amserve.com

- BARUTTI SUITS MILENA SHIRTS PETER ENGLAND
LW SEIDEN STICKER ~ MEYER TROUSERS GARDEUR TROUSERS
dwﬁw S HAGGAR ODERMARK PURE SHIRTS
WM SOPRANO TIES & CUFFLINKS
BROOK RNER SUITS/JACKETS/BLAZERS
HOM/SLOGGI SWIM WEAR
DOUGLAS GRAHAME

IAVE

EVENING WEAR
WEDDING AND HIGHLAND - HIRE AVAILABLE
(Also to purchase)

Partners: Stephen & David Emerson

Maghull Musical
Theatre Company

Formerly Maghull Amateur Operatic Society

The Little Theatre, Southport
Wednesday 24th -

Saturday 27th October 2007
Evenings 7.30pm
Saturday Matinee 2.15pm

Music by Richard Rodgers
Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein Il
Based on the novel “Anna and the King of Siam” by Margaret Landon
This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Josef Weinberger Limited
Tickets £7.50 to £10
Available from Dave or Elaine 0151 547 3025 (evenings)
and from 17th October from the Little Theatre Box Office on 01704 530521

Maghull Musical Theatre Company
Celebrating 35 Years of Music 1972-2007

www.maghullmtc.co.uk
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Irene Trim

Beccy Beardsell

Steve Pritchard -
Walter Pangbourne

This is the second play in a row that Steves’
character only appears in the second act, so
please come back after the interval as things
start to hot up!

Irene Trim - =
Miss Smythe

Irene is delighted to be appearing on the ‘big’
stage again. The last play was Quartet a bar
production five years ago. In the meantime
she is usually seen selling coffee or selling
chocolate.

Beccy Beardsell -
Miss Wilkinson

Beccy is having a ball back at the SDC and is
excited to start the season by taking her
clothes off...

Brace yourselves!
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fee and Afternoon Teas

LEICESTER STREET

Winner Ambassador Award 2007

SOUTHPQRT Resident Proprietors
J:F! A3 Andrea & Charles King
et Leicester Street, Southport,

Merseyside PR9 OER

Tel: 01704 540794

Fax: 01704 500724

Email: info@lynwoodhotel.com

or website at www.lynwoodhotel.com

...the place where you’re special
“Victorian charm with modern comforts’ For Business & Pleasure
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2007/8
1st Half
Season

ocCT
12-20
2007

oCT
24-27
2007

NOV
3-10
2007

NOV 23
2007

DEC 1
2007

DEC 21
2007

JAN 6
2008
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Home of The S

SOUTHPORT DRAMATIC CLUB

The Woman In White

A play adapted by Constance Cox

From the famous Wilkie Collins novel, directed by Pat Ball
Box Office opens: 5th Oct 2007, 11am

Y
>
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An SDC
Production

The King and |

By Rodgers & Hammerstein

Advanced booking Tel: 0151 547 3025
Theatre Box Office opens: Wed 17th Oct 2007, 11am

A Maghull
Musical
Theatre

Company

Production

Meet Me In St. Louis

Music and Lyrics by Hugh Martin & Ralph Blane,

book by Hugh Wheeler
Advanced booking Tel: 01704 564042,
Theatre Box Office opens: Sat 27th Oct 2007, 11am

A Birkdale
Orpheus
Production

Snake In The Grass

By Sir Alan Ayckbourn

Directed by Celia Pope
An intriguing tale of sibling-rivalry Box Office opens: 16th Nov 2007, 11am

)
3

An SDC
Production

Jack and The Beanstalk

Written especially for the SDC by Alex Howarth

Directed by Les Gomersall

; , : party Bookings
The SDC’s spectacular family pantomime | e (01709 53052550

littletheatreso
" B ooking from
15t October 2007

An SDC
Production

19
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Production
A Victorian ghost story of romance and mystery

A play adapted by Constance Cox
from the famous Wilkie Collins novel

Directed by Pat Ball

Box Office opens: Friday, 5th October 2007, 11am
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Box Office Tel: (01704) 530521/530460 Fax: (01704) 546782
Hoghton Street, Southport PR9 OPA. www.littletheatresouthport.co.uk




